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I. 

"Jesus only." — Matt. xvii. i8. 

WHY is it so many children and young people fail to 
love Jesus ? I think I could give a great many 
reasons why. I might speak of the ignorance multitudes 
are in about His person, His character, and especially His 
love to them. I might tell of the false ideas many have 
about Him, and about His service ; and I might also 
speak of the objections found in the sinful nature of man, 
against His authority and claims. But I think the strongest 
reason, as showing why so few love Jesus as they should, 
would be this : that so very few think aright about Him ; 
and because they fail to think aright, no wonder they 
-i^ould fail to love aright. So that if I can get those who 
fi|kl these addresses to think as the case merits, or even to 
try and think so, one object for which they are written will 
be accomplished. But I think I hear some boy, more out- 
spoken than even boys are apt to be, saying, " Why should 
we be troubled to think about Jesus at all whilst we are 
young ? I like to think about play, and companions, and 
what I shall be when I am a man ; why should we think 
about Jesus ? " The following story may illustrate why : — 
A great prince was once riding along th^ loaA Sxi ^\.^\.t \ 



**yESUS ONLY. " 



you may be sure his attendants were very numerous, his 
equipage grand, and the whole procession exceedingly 
magnificent. Trumpeters and soldiers went before the 
royal carriage ; and people shouted, "Long live the prince ! " 
Now as the procession passed along, there sat by the side 
of the road a poor beggar, wretched in the extreme ; his 
cheeks were hollow, his eyes sunken, his clothes ragged, 
and the man seemed as though he could not live many 
hours. As soon as the good prince saw the poor man, he 
ordered the procession to halt, alighted from his chariot, 
spoke kindly to him, conveyed him to his own palace, and 
provided him with suitable clothing, attendance, and food, 
all the days of his life. Ought not that man to think about 
the good and kind prince ? I think every boy and girl in 
England would say, " Yes ; and not only to think about him, 
but to have towards him only feelings of love and gratitude." 
I need scarcely say that that good prince was Jesus. And 
this very great kindness He is doing every day. The 
chariot in which He rides is called the Gospel ; and into 
this chariot He takes the poor, the halt, the maimed, the 
blind, nay, all who will come to Him, however poor and 
wretched they may be. He gives them the garments of 
salvation, tells them not to fear, for He will be their friend 
and protector all their days ; and when they die. He will 
take them to be with Him in His own palace for ever. 

Then how wonderful the love of Jfesus ; and if it would 
be the duty of men to think constantly and kindly about 
the prince who did so much for the beggar, because Jesus 
is so much greater than any earthly prince, and is always 
doing deeds of mercy, it is even more binding upon us to 
have such thoughts about Him. 

Young people need never be ashamed of thinking, or 
speaking, or even of writing about Jesus, because the 
wisest, the greatest, and the best «ien that have ever lived 
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have all felt it a very gteat honour to speak for and to 
think about Him. We might tell you of the words of great 
philosophers, such as Bacon and Locke; of the words 
of martyrs, such as Ignatius, Polycarp, Huss, Ridley, 
Cranmer, Latimer, and thousands of others ; or of the 
words of great reformers, as Luther, Melancthon, Wesley, 
and Whitfield. Or, again, we might speak to you of 
great poets, as Milton and Watts, C. Wesley and Keble. 
And even the newspapers, sometimes, have a good word 
to say for Jesus. So that when boys and girls think much 
about Jesus, they do just the same as many of the great men 
of history, of whom millions are justly proud, ever delighted 
to do. Practically, such said, — 

** Too much to Thee we cannot give^ 
Too much for Thee we cannot do." 

And when we are tempted to be ashamed of thinking 
about or of working for Jesus, we should sing, — 

** Ashamed of Jesus ! Yes, I may, 
When I've no sins to wash away." 

In this address I want to lead the young people who 
have begun to think and to act for themselves, to some of 
the sweetest arid most important truths in the entire range 
of knowledge ; !ind that little readers as well as larger ones 
need not make any mistake, my figures will be homely, my 
illustrations simple, and the whole easy of apprehension. 
My text, you afl see, is a very short one — "Jesus only;" 
and from these two words I want to show where it is, and 
ever must be, " Jesus only ; " and then, where it is most 
desirable that it should be " Jesus only." 

First, it must ever be " Jesus only " in the supreme affec- 
tion of the Almighty Father. 
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A great many good and clever people have puzzled 
themselves very much, in trying to find out more than can 
be known about the relationship sustained to each other 
by the Persons in the Godhead. We have sometimes 
read their writings until our heads have ached. Now 
ive want just to see what the Bible has to say about the 
depth, the strength, and the durability of the Father's love 
to Jesus, and in which love Jesus must ever be supreme. 
The Holy Ghost could scarcely have employed language 
more emphatic, more simple, or more conclusive, when 
speaking about that great love, than He did when He 
inspired the writers of the Gospels. 

We have the declaration at His baptism, ** This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased " ; the same 
declaration on the Mount of Transfiguration, and the com- 
mand in addition, ** Hear ye Him.'' Another evidence of 
the Father's great love to Jesus is found in the answer to 
Christ's prayer, recorded in the Gospel by John, — ** And 
now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self, 
with the glory which I had with Thee before the world 
was." 

If I am to give the reason why I think the Father's love 
in its most supreme nature was bestowed upon Jesus, I shall 
say, because of the goodness of Jesus ; He was so like the 
Father as to be " the brightness of His glory, the express 
image of His person." And so, a thousand y%ars before Jesus 
was bom in Bethlehem, Wisdom, speaking for Him, said, " I 
was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." 

There is one way in which young people are apt to judge 
of the strength of a person's love, and that is by the number 
and value of the presents they make them. And if this be a 
correct test of affection, then, since the Father has given to 
Jesus the most numerous and the most costly presents in 
the universe, we shall all agree in the fulness of the love He 
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bears to Jesus. We shall not write much about these great 
presents, but just name them, ths^t our young friends may know 
to what gifts we refer ; and which gifts prove, not only the 
love of the Father to Jesus, but also His great honour and 
glory in the possession of them. 

In the first place, the Church of God is given to Christ ; 
and by the Church we don't mean the Church of England, or 
the Methodist Church, or the Baptist or Independent Church, 
nor do we mean all these Churches put together. That would 
indeed be a very large possession. But by the Church we 
mean all people, the wide world over, who love Jesus, and try 
to serve and glorify Him in sincerity and in truth. All really 
good people belong to God's Church ; and as such they are 
given to Jesus. This Church is in the New Testament 
frequently called Christ's kingdom ; and Isaiah said, " Of 
the increase of His government there shall be no end." 

A second gift which of His great love the Father gave to 
Jesus was all heathen people, — ^all men, women, and children 
who do not love and serve Jesus. Yes, they all belong to 
Him ; all the populations of India, of China, of Africa, — 
all people the wide world over. " Ask of Me," said the 
Father, " and I will give Thee the heathen for Thine in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy 
possession." So that Jesus can say, as no one else can, 
" All souls are Mine " ; — ^not His in the same sense as good 
Christian people are "His sons and daughters," but His 
by deed of gift from the Father. 

Power is another gift which in the fulness of His love the 
Father has given to Jesus. Just before His ascension from 
the midst of the disciples, and whilst they were in great 
trouble at the thought of His departure. He came and said, 
** All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." How 
terrible, how truly appalling, but for the loving hand in which 
it is held, and for the wisdom and grace which directs all its 
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manifestations ! I dare not think of such power being 
possessed by anyone but Jesus. **A11 power." Power 
over all persons — men, angels, and devils ; over all laws, 
mental, moral, material, and spiritual; in all places and at 
all times. Yes, "Jesus only" has power unlimited, abso- 
lute, and uncontrolled. And this power, Jesus says, was 
given to Him. What earthly prince can show such trea- 
sures ? And these are but specimens, — the Church, the race 
of man, and all power, — ^and all given because upon Him 
the Father's supreme love delights to rest. 

Now I like to think of the Father's love to Jesus, and 
of these gifts by which it has been manifested ; and I will 
tell you why. I want — and if I am to be happy here, and 
to go to heaven when I die, I must obtain — from the 
Father a great many blessings. I must have the forgive- 
ness of all my sins, and a new heart ; I must have grace 
to do the will of God, I must be made holy. And I feel 
sure that if the Father has so loved Jesus as to give Him 
the great things I have written about. He will, for the sake 
of Jesus, give me the blessings I want. And then, Jesus 
Himself teaches me this ; for He says, ** Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in My name. He will give it you.'* 
Yes, for the sake of the great love the Father bears to 
Jesus, He will supply, completely and for ever, the neces- 
sities of all those who trust alone in Jesus as their strength, 
their righteousness, and salvation. 

Now I want, in the second place, to show how it is 
** Jesus only " in the spheme of redemption. 

One reason why children can so often hear and read 
about being redeemed, and not have their feelings excited 
far more than they are, is because they don't realize as 
they should their personal need of being redeemed. I 
think if I were to go into a prison, and there find a 
large number of people who could not pay a sum of 
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money they owed to someone, and I were to pay down 
every penny of it, and to say, "Now, your debt is all 
paid, you can all go forth free men," — I fancy gratitude 
would sparkle in every eye. Or if I were to go where 
slavery is, and meeting a gang of manacled men, women, 
and children, were to pay down sufficient gold for the pur- 
chase of them all, and then were to say, "Listen, poor slaves. 
I have just bought you all, you are mine, but I won*t hold 
one of you in slavery," — I think they would all jump for 
joy, and, shouting and hugging each other, they would say, 
** We are free ! we are free ! Massa white man has given 
us our liberty." Jesus has done all this, and more, that we 
might have entire freedom. " What ! " some are ready to say, 
** do you mean to tell us that we are in prison, that we are 
slaves?" Now, once for all, it*s not what I, we, or they 
say, but it must always be. What saith the Bible ? And as 
I read the Bible, I find that we are in prison, and in slavery 
also. 

Jesus Himself says, "He that believeth not is con- 
demned already." And of course condemned people are, 
and ought to be, in prison. And Paul says, " His servants 
ye are to whom ye obey"; and, further, "We are sold under 
sin." So that, if we serve sin, and are sold under it, we must 
be the slaves of sin. The Lord Jesus alone left His throne in 
glory that He might become our Redeemer. He finds us 
in prison, because we owe to God what we cannot pay, and 
that is perfect righteousness. He, in His love, pays the 
debt, by fulfilling "all righteousness for us." He finds us 
all in Satan's power, and in the slavery of sin ; He purchases 
us from so cruel a slave-owner by the shedding of His own 
precious Blood. " We are bought with a price, even the 
Blood of Christ. " " Redeemed , not with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, but with the precious Blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish and without spot," — 
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** It cost His Blood my heart to win, 
To buy me from the power of sin, 
And make me love again." 

Now I want all to see, and that most clearly, that to 
" Jesus only " are we indebted for redemption. 

In the first place, "Jesus only'* had power to redeem us. 
It matters very little how good and strong a person's will is, 
if he be quite destitute of power. Perhaps all the young 
people who read this may have will enough to redeem every 
poor slave in the world, and also to pay all the debts that con- 
fine people in prisons ; but then, they have not the power, so it 
cannot be done. Jesus had not only the requisite will, but, 
equally so, the requisite power. He possessed that, the volun- 
tary surrender of which was adequate to, or sufficient for, 
the redemption of man. His was a nature pure in all its pro- 
perties ; and that nature He presented as an atonement for 
the guilt of the world. And by God that atonement was 
accepted as the price of our redemption. And this is, we 
think, the uniform teaching of the Bible on this point : — 
" He died, the just for the unjust"; "He hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us"; 
** Christ our passover is sacrificed for us." 

Now since no other being of whom we have any know- 
ledge, on earth or in heaven, ever possessed or exhibited 
such power, and since Jesus had it, and manifested it, 
it follows that in our redemption it is "Jesus only." 
Nor did any other person, with the least show of reason, 
ever profess this great work of deliverance : none of the 
Prophets, who, by various figures, and in many ways, spoke 
of a Deliverer to come ; none of the Apostles, who esteemed 
it their highest honour and greatest duty to make known 
what Jesus had done; none of the Martyrs, who, whilst 
they died for the truth, yet rested in Jesus as their only 
Redeemer. No ; in their writings, in their preachings, in 
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their dying testimony; at the stake, or on the rack; in 
prisons or in palaces, it was "Jesus only.** "He, by the 
grace of God, hath tasted death for every man.'* And, 
further, to none but to Jesus was the possibility of accom- 
plishing redemption ever showed by the Father : — " God 
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself*'; " The gift 
of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ." 

I have often wondered why we have so many hymns all 
about Jesus, alike in the school and in the chapel; and 
why the Bible says so much about sacrifice ; but 1 think 
I can understand it all now. It all means redemption, and 
redemption by " Jesus only.'* So that when we next sing 
in the school, 

** Redemption in His Blood, 
He calls you to receive; '* 

and when the preacher next takes as his text, "Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world," 
I shall remember that we were all slaves ; and as we thus 
read and sing together, I for one shall say, " Jesus only." 

•Then it is " Jesus only ** in the forgiveness of sins. There 
are a great many robbers in the world, and some of these 
seek to rob Jesus of the glory due to Him in the matter of 
our forgiveness. We are very careful of our own honour, and 
also of the honour of our friends ; and it is quite right we 
should be. But I think all good Christian people should 
be very jealous of the honour which belongs to Jesus, — 
should not try to detract from, but if possible to honour 
more highly, the Saviour of sinners. They are robbers 
who think that forgiveness of sins can b^ obtained by being 
more moral in the future than they have been in the past. 
They are robbers who think that a very long face, sorrow, 
tears, and penance, can wash out the deep stains sin has 
made. They are robbers who think that what some people 
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call good works, can atone for the committal of past evil ones. 
Now all such say, practically, " We must have a finger in the 
T)ie of our own salvation ; '* and so they seek to rob Jesus 
•)f the honour due only to Him, and to place such honour 
to the credit of the powers I have spoken of. And then 
there are others — and we look upon them as very great 
robbers indeed — who tell millions of people (how they can 
do it, or how they can really believe in the truthfulness of 
what they affirm, passes my comprehension) that if they 
will only do as the Church (meaning their own section of 
it) tells them, they can have so many days* indulgence for 
sin ; that is, the sins they commit within the days named 
are forgiven, because of their obedience to the injunction of 
their Church. I might tell you of other robbers, but I 
think I have named sufficient to convince you how Jesus is 
wronged. I wish all these robbers could be caught, and 
brought to justice. God's two great officers, Mr. Right 
and Mr. Truth, are on their track ; and whilst they have 
overtaken a few, yet a great number of these robbers are 
still at large. If all these robbers could be apprehended, 
and brought by Justice to the bar of the Gospel ! The 
twelve disciples should sit as a jury to investigate the charges; 
and I feel persuaded "Guilty*' would be the verdict in each 
case. But if after such a trial these robbers would only 
bewail their wickedness, and confess that it is " Jesus only " 
who can forgive, and would cast themselves upon His 
mercy. He would say, " I, even I, am He that blotteth out 
thy sins as a cloud, and thy iniquities as a thick cloud.'* 

But now I want to make it quite*plain, to children even, 
that it is through ** Jesus only ** that we are to be forgiven. 
I never read of anyone else dying that we might be for- 
given, but Jesus. And, pure as was His life, heavenly as 
were His teachings, beneficent as were His miracles, if He 
had not died, not one of us could have been forgiven, — 
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** In whom we have redemption through His Blood, the for- 
giveness of sins." Then it is through "Jesus only " that we 
hstve the Gospel, which tells us all about the way. If He 
had not suffered and died, Paul would never have preached, 
John would never have written ; and without the Gospel, 
dark and ignorant indeed would be our condition. 

And, again, it is through Jesus that we have the influence 
and power of the Holy Spirit, without whose aid we are so 
blind that we should never see the way, and so sinful that we 
should never desire, to repent of and to forsake our sins. 

Again, it is through "Jesus only " that we have the Spirit 
to assure us of our forgiveness, and to lead us on in grace, and 
prepare us for heaven when we die. So that in all these re- 
spects it is "Jegus only** in the forgiveness of our sins. He 
is not like some doctors, who have to call in others, more 
skilful than themselves when they have difficult cases. Jesus 
admits no partner in this work, nor does He ever suggest that 
they who come to Him should go elsewhere. He never 
says He has too many applicants, or that people are too poor 
or too rich, too old or too young, too well or too sick ; no, 
never ! but when people come to " Jesus only " for pardon, 
He says, " Neither do I condemn thee : go in peace, and sin 
no more.** 

Having shown you where Jesus is, I want now to show 
you where He ought to be supreme. Yes, we are descend- 
ing from the positive — from what is — to that which is de- 
sirable, especially in connexion with the elder scholars in all 
.our schools. Perhaps if I were to put the question, Where 
ought it to be " Jesus only *' ? I should get a multitude of 
answers. One. would say it ought to be "Jesus only'' in 
the school; another, "Jesus only** in the pulpit; a third, 
"Jesus only** in the cottage; and a fourth, "Jesus only" in the 
palace ; whilst another would say, "Jesus only** everywhere. 
Such would be perfectly right in their answers, but I want 
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to show where it should be " J^sus only " in reference to 
boys and girls who are just facing life's active duties. 

** Jesus only" should have their deepest, truest love. 
Yes, you can't love parents too much, or brothers and 
sisters too much, or any of your friends, and I am sure 
you won't love these the less for giving to Jesus your 
deepest love ; indeed, we could tell you of some who 
seemed almost without natural affection till they began to 
love Jesus. And then we must remember that loving Jesus 
purifies and elevates all earthly loves, and prompts us to 
seek the spiritual benefit of those who are loved by us. 

If we were to see a very grand and spacious palace, with 
its marble pillars, its elegant towers, its numerous rooms, 
its ancient staircase, its costly furniture, ancj^ its ample pro- 
visions, I am sure we should hope its foundations were 
sound and good, so that rough winds and torrents of rain 
combined should not destroy it. Now I know of a great 
many palaces very much more wonderful than any built of 
marble, and very much more costly and durable. Every 
boy and every girl is like a palace. The body is the outer 
work, and it is wonderously made ; but not so wonderous as 
the intellect and soul. Yes, in the palace which I see in 
every boy and girl, there is the grand staircase leading up 
to the apartments of state, where Intellect is enthroned ; and 
close by there are the rooms, so rich in furniture, called 
Meditation and Reflection and Imagery. Thought and 
Will and Choice stand as ministers of state ; whilst Love 
and Hatred, Hope and Fear, are ready for command. The 
ornamentation and furniture of this palace ought to be in 
keeping with its material and mental beauty : Education, 
Philosophy, Poetry, and Religion, may, and ought, all to be 
brought to the use of this edifice. " What a palace ! " you 
say. " Why, it's fit for a king ! " Yes, it is for the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. And when these palaces are pre- 
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pared aright, they are occupied by Jesus. ** I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them," He says. 

Now for this palace there is no foundation sufficiently 
strong, solid, and durable, but love to Jesus. No torrents, 
however fierce ; no tornadoes, however destructive ; no 
floods, or frost, or sun, can possibly hurt these palaces, if 
the love of Jesus fills the heart. It is better than physic 
or learning, than youth or beauty, than business or exercise ; 
better as a foundation than all else ; for whilst all others shall 
decay and perish, Jesus says, "This shall never be moved." 
And ought we not to remember the special claims which 
Jesus has to our best and deepest love ? He died for us, 
is preparing heaven for us, and even now gives us all the 
blessings we have. And if love ought to beget love, then 
His great love to us should secure ours in return. That boy 
or girl who enters upon life's duties resolved to make love 
to Jesus supreme in his soul, carries about him a grander 
power than magician's wand, the fire of genius, or the 
philosopher's stone. 

"Jesus only'* should be the foundation of our faith. 
And by this I mean that we should take His word, not 
only to rest upon, but to guide us in all the concerns of 
life. This we must not do with the words of man. No, 
man's words and man's writings we must examine, that 
so we may cast out the chaff, and store away the 
grain. But the words of Jesus are all like pure gold, and 
hence require no sifting. " His word is life." I don't think 
it is very wise to read those books which we know are not 
fully to be believed, because it is not the reading so much 
that influences, as our believing what we read. And here 
is one advantage in reading what Jesus said : there is no 
debating as to what is true and what false ; no, all is true, 
and for our belief and guidance. Now if "Jesus only" 
constitutes the foundation of our faith, we shall be very 
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anxious to know as much as we can of what He has said. 
It will be to us, not only a duty, but a pleasure to search 
the Scriptures. We shall pity exceedingly those who can 
neglect the Bible, or tell us that that Book is no better than 
other good books. If "Jesus only" is the foundation of 
our faith, we shall be firm whilst others are moved, tranquil 
whilst others are in commotion, peaceful and serene whilst 
others are tossed with many doubts. Yes, whilst others 
will be like vessels driven hither and thither by fierce 
winds, we shall be like vessels moored alongside the pier, 
which neither wind nor storm can touch. The boys and girls 
who inscribe on their banner, " Jesus only, the foundation 
of my faith," remind me of a great rock that I have some- 
times seen in the ocean. The waves have dashed around 
it, the winds and rains have wasted their fury upon it, tinae 
has battled its centuries about it, but not one iota has it 
moved. And such say, — 

** Should all the forms that men devise 
Assault my faith with treacherous art, 
I'd call them vanity and lies, 
And bind Thy Gospel to my heart. " 

" Jesus only *' should be our pattern through life. What 
copyists we all are; and this process of copying, of imitating, 
is very often going on. And this gives to example its great 
force. Oh, what muljtitudes of men have wept bitter tears, 
and spent years of sorrow, just because they selected bad 
models ! Yes, they in copying such have gone from bad to 
worse, and sad indeed has been their end. The words of 
Jesus teach us to avoid all bad models, and to select only 
the good. And now I want to show that it is the highest 
wisdom, and good, to make Jesus our only model. 

In the first place, this model is incomparably the best we 
can possibly have. I think we should laugh very heartily if 
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we were to see a man holding up a lighted candle, and 
preferring its light to the light of the sun. And wouldn't 
people open their eyes if they were told that the light 
of the moon is better than that of the sun ? And yet, 
this is just what a great many are doing, and practically 
believing in the present day. And thus people walk on in 
darkness or in gloom, refusing the light of life, till they fall 
into some ditch or bog, that Satan knows so well where 
and how to place. 

Now making Jesus our only perfect model does not 
say that we are not to copy the excellences in others : 
we may go to John for gentleness, to Paul for heroism, 
to Peter for zeal ; and the light and grace we shall obtain 
at such source, will enable us to copy with greater per- 
fection the example of Jesus. But in "Jesus only*' have 
we a perfect model, — one more perfect than if you could 
place in one character all the graces and virtues that have 
adorned the sons of earth. Yes, such would be imperfect ; 
Christ's alone is perfect. Look at it; and the more you 
examine, the greater will be your confidence that it contains 
not a single imperfection. His character is like an elaborate 
piece of mosaic work ; in it there are many parts, but every 
part is entire, and, in the whole, we have a pattern that not 
all the workshops in the world can equal. Or, that charac- 
ter is like an exquisitely marvellous piece of music, entirely 
free from all discordant elements. Gaze we, then, in youth 
or manhood; when they sang **Hosanna," or cried "Away 
with Him : crucify Him, crucify Him ; " whether on the 
hillside, the lake, or the cross ; whether we examine His 
looks, His words. His acts ; gaze when and where we may. 
He was always about His great, good work, like a great 
painter ever intent upon his picture, or a sculptor upon his 
marble. So, in Christ's example we have heaven's master- 
piece, heaven's model. " He hath left us an example that 
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we should tread in His steps." Wise is that boy who, over- 
looking the errors and imperfections of models merely 
human, fixes his gaze steadily upon this. Yes, his is 
wisdom, which a never ending eternity shall make more 
evident than time possibly can. 

"Jesus only" as our model will be fraught with the 
greatest personal good to us. What will make us so 
virtuous, so strong in that which is lovely and of good 
report ? What will give to us such an inward treasure of 
grace, and such a fund of purity ? It will make us not only 
lights here, but lights pointing ever to the skies. 

And with what simplicity is the character of Jesus 
exhibited; so plain that we need not make any mistake 
in the reading or the imitation of it. His humility. His 
watchfulness. His obedience. His love. His prayerfulness. His 
sincerity, — these were graces resplendent in Him ; and they 
who copy these are the flowers of earth, ever increasing its 
fragrance, its value, and its beauty ; they are the lights of 
the world, chasing away its gloom, its doubt, its uncertainty ; 
they are its truest reformers, bringing it back into harmony 
with the Will Divine; they are indeed the want of the 
Church and the hope of the world. 

What illustrations we have of the benefit of having at all 
times this single inscription on our banners, ** Jesus only." 
The Syrophoenician woman no sooner made it hers, than her 
daughter was healed from that very hour. The dying thief 
no sooner said, "Jesus only," than it winged his soul to 
Paradise. "Jesus only," said Peter, on the day of Pente- 
cost, and three thousand were converted. "Jesus only," 
said Paul to the affrighted jailor, and that hour he was 
saved. "Jesus only," millions have said, and are saying 
it still in the bright realms of glory ; for to them it opened 
the pearly gates. 

if the dear young people who have read this paper will 
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just make " Jesus only " their motto for life, I can promise 
them three things. 

They shall not only have a definite purpose in life, but 
the highest and the holiest that can actuate the breast and 
stimulate the energies of man. Not the purpose of wealth 
or intellectual greatness ; not the purpose of worldly renown 
or honour, can possibly vie with this. Happy they who, in 
soaring, fix on this holy altitude ! 

In the second place, I can promise all such, stability and 
perpetual increase of virtue. Oh ! to have but little or 
nothing to chide ourselves for, when grey hairs and deep 
wrinkles are ours ; when death enters our hearts, to find 
that life has been laying up treasure in heaven's bank. 
This will be the portion of such as make ** Jesus only " their 
model. ** The path of the just is as the shining light : it 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.'* 

And thfen, the third and the last promise I make in all 
confidence to such is : they shall have a blessed, a blissful 
eternity. Here they are sowing the grain, there they shall 
reap the harvest Here they begin by laying the foundation, 
there the building groweth fair. Here they commence the 
anthem, there for ever and for ever shall the anthem be 
prolonged. And to all such, in heaven as on earth, it shall 
be — " J^sus only." 
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** And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom ! 
and the grace of God was upon him." — Luke ii. 40. 

WHAT a number of questions I should like to ask 
about the early history of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
especially about His childhood and youth. If I begin to 
read the lives of warriors and statesmen, or of preachers 
and philosophers, all worthy in their way, I am generally 
told a great deal about their early life, their brothers and 
sisters, what companions they had, their first manifestations 
of power, their success at school, and a great many other 
things, all very interesting. But when I come to read the 
biography of Jesus, as written by holy men under the 
guidance of the Spirit of God, they say scarcely a word 
about such things. I suppose it's quite right, and the 
supply of such knowledge might not confer much greater 
good than merely to satisfy curiosity; at the same time, 
if my teacher, or even the minister, could only answer me, 
I should like to ask whether Jesus used to play as other 
boys, whether He ever gave any trouble, what sort of a 
school He went to, and whether He was always first in 
His lessons; whether He used to laugh, as young people 
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seem made to do pretty often ; or whether He was, as some 
very old-fashioned people think young folks ought always 
to be, very serious and solemn ? And then, I should like 
to ask what other young people thought and said of Him. 
t)id they repeat sayings of His, marvellous for their beauty 
.and weight of wisdom ? Oh, if I could only get answers, 
I tkink I could readily put fifty questions about Jesus when 
a boy; but I can't, and so I will not suggest any more. 
'When I feel how much I should like to know about the 
early days of Jesus, there are two or three passages that 
come into my mind, and they seem to say, " No one can tell 
you more about Jesus when young than we can." 

One of these passages I have placed at the head of this 

paper, to see what can be made of it, or to hear what it has 

to say -to the boys and girls who are anxious to know about 

the Child j£sus. Yes, the Child Jesus. Oh, how strange 

that He who made the sun, moon, and stars ; that He who 

has given sweet flowers and ripe fruits ; that He who causes 

• the corn and the vine to grow ; that He who keeps in perfect 

. order this great big universe, — how very, very strange that 

r this mighty Being was once a child, and just like children 

now! Nor was He so comfortably circumstanced as a 

great many. What nice cots, what clean white pillows 

.and wraps many have; but this Child was born in a stable, 

.and laid in a manger. And yet the Child Jesus was better 

.off", too, than many poor children. How many children 

lose their mothers by death; but the mother of Jesus 

lived, and I think He was far better off with His mother 

with Him, even in a stable, than He would have been 

in a palace, if His mother had been taken away. 

I want to say a few things about the Child Jesus, which 
J am sure are not only worthy of being heard, but also of 
being remembered. 

Jesus was a very wonderful child. Of course there were 



THE CHILD JESUS. 25 

a great many people who lived when Jesus was born, as 
there always have been, who either could not, or would not, 
believe in anything very wonderful about Him. Why, if 
people who lived then had only known what we know, and 
believed what we believe, Bethlehem could not have con- 
tained all the folks who would have journeyed thither to 
look upon Him; nor could Jerusalem or the whole of 
Palestine have provided accommodation for them all. 

One very great wonder about this Child was that, for years 
and years prior to His birth, men spoke and wrote of His 
being bom, and of the great things He should accomplish. 
We don't find it so about any other cjiild ; no one is now 
writing about a child that is to be born five hundred years 
hence, or even five hundred days. I have never read of any 
one writing of Nelson or Wellington, of John Bunyan or 
John Wesley, or even of our good Queen Victoria, before 
they were bom. But by very different people, in very 
different places, and at very different times, very different 
things were spoken and even written about Jesus. They 
spoke of the tribe to which He should belong, and of the 
house of His parentage; they told where and also when 
He should be born; and we have their words to look 
at and to examine to-day. Jacob, the father of Joseph 
(of whom we are all so fond of reading), spoke, just 
before his death, of Jesus ; he gave Him a very beautiful 
name, which none deserve as Jesus does, — "Shiloh," the 
peacemaker. And what Jacob said seventeen hundred 
years before Christ was born, took place exactly as he said 
it should. Moses prophesied and David sang, Ezekiel, 
Jeremiah, and Daniel, as well as the minor prophets, all 
spoke about the Child Jesus. 

On this subject, Isaiah seems more outspoken than them 
all. I think I can see him going to the very stable, followed 
by a large concourse of people ; full of hope he goes in ; and 
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then he comes back, his face radiant with bliss, and through 
that great silver trumpet of his, he makes the announcement, 
which sends a thrill of joy to millions of poor souls, " Unto 
us a Child is bora, unto us a Son is given.'* So natural and 
so lifelike is the picture, that we can take Isaiah for one of 
the disciples, or for one of the shepherds who ran to see if 
these things were so, or even for Joseph himself, rather than 
for one who had to look through the mists and clouds, the 
changes and the uncertainties of seven hundred years, before 
his words should actually be realized. 

Jesus was a vtvj wonderful child, if we call to mind a 
few of the many very marvellous things which transpired 
when He was born. Matthew tells us of several. " A star 
was seen standing over the place where the young child 
was." How true and beautiful this sign . — showing that Jesus 
should be a guide, a light to men, and should bring them 
to rest, and good, and heaven. What, I wonder, would be 
said in these days, if some wealthy, learned travellers should 
come a long distance to "see a newly-born child ; and then 
should present homage and valuable presents to it, — 
should we not open our eyes in amazement? And yet, 
we all know what took place when Jesus was bora ; guided 
by the star, the Magi, the wise men from the East, found 
their way to Jesus ; " and when they found the young Child, 
they worshipped Him, and presented Him with gifts — gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh." 

Then there was that other event which took place at the 
birth of this wonderful Child, of which Luke tells us, — an 
event which never took place in connection with the birth 
of any other child, notwithstanding millions upon millions 
have been bora. You know what I mean : how that angels 
announced the fact to shepherds, as they were keeping w^ch 
over their flocks by night. I don't know whether those 
shepherds had ever heard of angels before ; I certainly don't 
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think they had ever seen one, or had listened to their singing. 
And so, all of a sudden, in the calm hush of night, to their 
astonished visions the heavens opened, a glory the like of 
which they had never seen before shone around, and lo 1 
the angel of the Lord came upon them. And then was 
made the grandest announcement that angel lips ever made 
to human ears, — " Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is bom this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord." Now, we shall all agree in this, that 
there never was such a wonderful child before ; and I am 
sure we may conclude there never will be another such, 
long as the world shall stand. 

Jesus was not only a very wonderful child, as we have seen, 
but He was the child of promise. I have seen a great 
many children of promise in i^ay time. A little while ago I 
was in the house of a ftiend : I saw such a sweet little girl ; 
her spirit was amiable and loving, her behaviour was be- 
coming, she spoke kindly of all her friends, and seemed 
anxious to do what she could to help them. I was not 
surprised to hear her parents speak of her as a child of 
promise. There's a boy lives near our house whom I know 
very well : everybody speaks well of him ; his abilities are 
good, his appearance neat, his lessons are always well learnt, 
he's very obedient to his parents and teachers ; and so folks 
say, " He is a child of promise." But alas ! these children 
often falsify such promises of early life. Many a girl who, 
when she was under ten, caused joy and sunshine, has, be- 
fore twenty, caused many tears and bitter woe. Many a boy 
who, when young, filled parents' hearts with high expec- 
tation, has, when only in his teens, filled those same hearts 
with bitter wormwood and gall. 

Jesus was not only a child of promise, but He fulfilled the 
promises made ; no righteous expectation entertained of Him 
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was doomed to disappointment. And not only were His own 
near and dear friends interested in Him, as the child of 
promise, but all mankind. He was promised as the world's 
Deliverer, the world's Atonement, the world's Saviour. 
Yes, "guide," "friend," "peace," "light," "joy," "hope," 
" heaven," for every man. Every man's " Prophet," to reveal 
the will of God. Every man's " Priest," to atone and to inter- 
cede for them. Every man's " King," to guide, govern, and 
rule them. Oh yes, the Child Jesus was the child of promise. 
And the blessings promised by and through Him are to be 
ours through life, ours in death, and then the kingdom of 
glory, in all its fulness, ours for ever. 

Good old Simeon, when the Child was brought into the 
Temple by His parents, saw in Him this great subject 
of promise. How long he had been waiting for the sight I 
cannot tell, but he had the assurance that he should not die 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And so, when Jesus 
was presented, he gave expression to his full, grateful heart, as 
he took Him up in his arms and said, " Lord, now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word ; for 
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people. A light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of Thy people Israel." Nor was Simeon mis- 
taken : all the blessings which from the mercy of Gk)d were 
to come to us ; all the privileges which in God's goodness 
we were to have ; all come in, and are obtained through, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. If anyone should ask how I know 
that our realizations in Christ are so immensely vast, I 
should just open the New Testament and read — "My 
God shall supply all your need, according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus." And then I should ask 
the millions of God's people who have gone to glory. 
Has such supply been yours? What a great body of 
sound would be heard in reply, what concord of effort, of 
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feeling, and of effect, as one universal answer — "Yes'* — 
would come from the lips of each glorified spirit above. 
Yes, in Jesus 

** The tribes of Adam boast 
More blessings than their father lost/' 

And that because Jesus, to universal man, was the child of 
promise. 

I think you would not be altogether pleased if I were 
entirely to pass over the growth of this Child. Luke has 
not, and so we must not. " And the Child grew." 

There are not many things more marvellous than growth. 
I read once of a little girl who stayed away from home on 
one occasion for several weeks. Coming back in the month of 
May, she went into the garden to look at the flowers ; judge 
of her great surprise when she saw her own name growing 
there. Yes, there it was, and so she spelled it out — N-E-L- 
Lrl-E. The fact was, her kind papa had cut out her name in 
the soil, put in seed, covered it up, and that was how her 
name came to grow in the garden. How strange that the 
little orange seed should become a tree, and give hundreds 
and thousands of oranges ; or, that the acorn which is so tiny 
that a child can hold it, should grow for many years until 
it becomes the strong majestic oak ; or, that from a small 
packet of seeds so many flowers should come. Yes, growth 
is always wonderful, but I think the growth of a child is 
the most wonderful growth there is. Perhaps boys and girls 
who have baby sisters, have sometimes wondered how much 
longer it will be before baby can have a romp with them ; 
and whilst they have been wondering, baby has been getting 
bigger and stronger, as though she would say, "Wait a little 
bit, Freddie ; stay a little while, Polly, and I shall soon be 
ready." And so, baby has been growing all the time. And 
then, there is such regularity and order in a child's growth. 
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How sad it would be if only one of baby's arms or feet 
should grow, or if the body should grow without the head, or 
the head without the body. How very strange baby would 
look \ mamma would weep, and the doctor would have to 
be called in ; but it isn't so ; God looks after the growth of 
children, and so there is order and regularity. God looked 
after Jesus; and so we read, "The Child grew." 

I think all the young people who have read about Jesus in 
the New Testament, have seen what have professed to be 
pictures of Him when a little one ; I have seen a great many, 
most of them having a circle of golden light above His head. 
About Jesus there was no such circle in reality ; it is put, I sup- 
pose, just to indicate whom they intend to represent Had 
there been photographic artists in Jijdea when Jesus was a 
child, perhaps we might now have a correct likeness of what 
He was, but no one could take likenesses then as they can 
now ; and hence, so far as a true likeness of Jesus is con- 
cerned, there never was one, and there never will be; 
and of the hundreds we have seen, one is as likely to be 
correct as another. 

How pleased parents now are when their children grow, 
when they begin, for instance, to take notice, to creep, 
or to go with the assistance of a finger or of chairs ; and 
so I cannot think that Joseph and Mary were denied such 
pleasure, but as the Child Jesus grew, so they saw in Him 
increasing cause for joy. 

Luke tells us another thing about the Child Jesus — ** He 
waxed strong in spirit.'* I wonder what we are to understand 
by such a statement. Some children wax very strong in spirit 
when they can't have all their own way, go where they please, 
and do just as they like. , I don't think we are to imagine 
such things of Jesus when a child, I think by His waxing 
strong in spirit there is meant, that His mental powers de- 
veloped as did His bodily ; and perhaps even more, for if 
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when He was only twelve years of age, His intellect was so 
keen as to enable Him to sit in the company of learned 
teachers, to hear them, and to answer their questions, I 
think even in childhood there might have been some evi- 
dences of extraordinary power. Intellect, we all know, 
is developed by exercise ; and so by His waxing we are 
taught that greater and greater did He become mentally. 

We are not told what He exercised Himself with, and 
hence what it was that so developed His powers. Was it, 
I wonder, the reading of the Old Testament Scriptures, — 
especially those relating to Hijnself, His birth, life, death. 
His mission among men? Or was it the thoughts about 
what and whom He had left in heaven? — the glory, the 
angels, the service, and especially the throne He had occu- 
pied, and the Almighty Father He had loved so well ? Or 
was it, I wonder, meditation upon His great work — how 
He had to deliver man from sin and wrath by the sacrifice 
of Himself? Or was it the influence of all these things com- 
bined? We cannot possibly say, but Luke tells us that 
" He waxed strong in spirit." There was one thing that 
would increase Christ's mental power very mightily, and that 
was this — I don*t think He ever forgot anything He once 
learned. We have to begin again and again, simply because 
we forget so often. Forgetfulness is, I believe, one of the 
consequences of sin ; and as Jesus never sinned, so He never 
forgot, and hence the rapidity of His growth in knowledge. 

Some people have questioned whether Jesus had a proper 
soul, — that is, a soul just like other people. They have 
thought that, as He was God, His Divine nature occupied 
what now the soul of man occupies. Now if Jesus grew and 
waxed strong in spirit, I think there is proved that He had a 
soul just like ours — one capable of growth, of expansion, of 
increase ; which could not have been the case had He been 
destitute, as some have affirmed, of such a soul. I should 
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not like to look upon the human nature of Jesus as having 
nothing more about it than flesh and bone, sinew and blood. 
No, I like to read in the nature of Jesus just what I read in 
the Bible — " He took on Him the seed of Abraham " ; " He 
was in all points tempted like as we are ** ; " Made like unto 
His brethren.** A strange likeness indeed, if the most im- 
portant feature, the soul, be left out. I am sure angels would 
not recognise the resemblance; and the slight similitude 
we might fancy to exist would be of little benefit. 

Such teachings will not do for me ; give me the words 
of the Bible, and then I can say, in all comfort, " O blessed 
Jesus, Thou art my elder brother." 

People, from His very birth, have had singular ideas about 
His person. Some have said He was not God. They have 
admitted His goodness. His wisdom. His power. His vast 
authority; but from His chaplet, by denying His Godhead, 
they have plucked the brightest flower. Others have said He 
was not a man. They have admitted He looked like one, 
lived, spake, moved, and even died like one ; but, after all, 
they have said He had only the appearance of man — the out- 
ward form, but not the inward properties of soul, of spirit, and 
of mind. Nothing can, we think, be plainer than that Jesus 
was God, — " In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God'* ; nor can anything 
be plainer than that Jesus was man, — " Handle Me and see ; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have '* ; 
and, taking the two together, we have the God-man, and 
see the scriptural character of Paul's statement, ** Great is 
the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh.** 

We have looked at two things in which Jesus as a child 
was like others. We must now look at something in which 
this resemblance cannot be seen. Luke tells us what it 
is, and in this he lifts the childhood of Jesus high above 
that of every other child. ** Filled with wisdom.** Oh, 
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what mountains of folly there are in the world ! and when 
we remember that, with only one exception, every person 
who has grown even to youth has contributed something 
thereto, we cannot wonder at their magnitude or number. 
Yes, with only one exception, the folly of the world has re- 
ceived increase at the hands of all. Some have heaped here 
piles upon piles, whilst others have increased its bulk far 
more moderately. That one exception was He of whom 
we read, " He was filled with wisdom." Light, we know, 
shines all around. Wisdom is light ; and so, with the light 
coming from these words, we may look at the history of 
Jesus, and by their aid we can gain a knowledge of the 
character of Christ's childhood, of which the world must 
have remained in ignorance, had they never been written. 
" Filled with wisdom." 

Then of course He avoided all those evils into which many, 
because they are so destitute of it, fall. Bad words, unkind 
thoughts, evil tempers, sinful ways, — these are all fruits which 
grow on the tree called Folly ; but as Christ knew not the tree, 
so He produced not the fruit. No ; Wisdom was the tree 
planted in His nature ; beautiful was its foliage, wide-spread- 
ing were its branches, delightful was its shade, delicious and 
invigorating was its fruit. Obedience to parents, love to 
everybody, watchfulness over self, piety of heart and of life, — 
these are some of the fruits that grow on the tree called 
Wisdom ; and as Jesus was filled with it, so, most fully, did 
these fruits appear in Him. How many the inducements to 
young people to avoid the fruits of folly ! They are all sour, 
will set the teeth on edge, and produce many disorders ; 
like nettles, they will sting j like thorns, they will pierce ; 
and like serpents, they are poisonous, 

" Filled with wisdom." This again gives us assurance that 
Jesus was ever industrious. I think someone has told us 
somewhere that idleness is the devil's invitation ; and if so> 
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then idle people ask Satan to employ them in his service, 
and he is not slow to do as he is asked. Jesus never gave 
such an invitation in His life : He had only one thing to do 
with Satan, and that was to conquer him. It is quite mar- 
vellous how industrious boys and girls can be when the work 
pleases them, or when they are at play ; but industry that 
is only strong when we follow our own inclinations, is one of 
the most one-sided things I know. Right industry is indus- 
try in right things, at right times, and in right places; so that 
three rights are quite necessary to guarantee that the indus- 
try of boys and girls is of the most honourable kind. They 
who have this industry, have one of the noblest elements 
that human nature is capable of possessing ; the high road 
to honour and wealth is before them. Industry is like a 
lever, the more pressure you put upon it the greater its 
power to exalt. And so we read, "Seest thou a man diligent 
in his business ? he shall stand before kings, he shall not 
stand before mean men"; "The diligent hand maketh 
rich.'* Jesus was so filled with wisdom that no room for 
idleness was left, nor could thought of slothfulness stay in 
His heart; His actions and His words agreed — " I must be 
about my Father's business." 

" Filled with wisdom " led Jesus also to the discharge 
of all spiritual duties. Had His wisdom been only of this 
world, then like the wisdom which worldly men show, it 
would have been very feeble in reference to matters of a 
spiritual kind. There are a great many men exceedingly 
wise, so far as this world is concerned, but by their total or 
partial neglect of spiritual things, they show that they have 
very little indeed of the wisdom which cometh from on high. 
Although this wisdom is "sweeter than honey," "better 
than gold, yea, than much fine gold,'* and ** more precious 
than rubies," some of earth's wise men entirely disregard it. 
Now this was the wisdom of which Jesus was so full ; and 
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to what holy exercises it led Him! Prayer, meditation 
upon sacred subjects, self-sacrifice, obedience^ resignation 
to the Will Divine, faith, love, zeal, — these were some of 
the duties so perfectly discharged by Jesus. 

And oh, where is our highest wisdom but in copying the 
example of One so wise ? Granted we are too sinful to be 
pure and good as He was pure and good ; but the youngest 
of us, as well as the oldest, may try, and a fair trial cannot 
be in vain. What bright pictures we should see if all the 
children would try to be like Jesus. 

What homes we should soon have — all disobedience and 
self-will, all anger and strife, all need of chastisement, would 
instantly disappear; and fathers and mothers would have 
to sing aloud for joy. Then what Sunday-schools ours 
would be — no disorder, no teazing each other, no want of 
attention, but all would try to gain wisdom and grace. 
Why, if all who go to our schools would try and be like 
Jesus, our schools would soon be like heaven upon earth, 
our churches and chapels would soon be more crowded 
than ever, and young and old would all seek to worship and 
serve God. 

If all would try and be filled with wisdom, and act ^ 
Jesus acted, we should require no prisons nor policemen, no 
punishment nor soldiers, for there would be no lying nor 
dishonesty, no war nor wrong-doing of any kind. And amid 
the shouts of a gladdened and purified race, that great 
monster called Sin — he who now feeds with such ravenous 
greed upon the vices of oiur race — that great monster would 
breathe his last. 

Now I think it is quite time we turned our attention to the 
last thing Luke tell us in the verse that heads this paper — 
** And the grace of God was upon him." 

I wonder what boys and girls would expect first to see 
if they were to be introduced to a king. Novi 1 \ii\rJk\ 
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know : not a red coat, nor a long flowing robe, not a sceptre, 
and perhaps not a very stalwart person. No, they would 
want first to see the crown ; and if they could not see that, 
some of them would almost think they had been made simple- 
tons of, and that the gentleman they had seen was not the 
king. Now I want you to look at the crown Jesus wore, and 
that not on state days merely, but on every day of His life. 
" A crown ! " exclaims one, " I never heard of Jesus wear- 
ing any crown here, but the crown of thorns." Well then, 
that boy has not yet heard of everything, and I want him to 
hear and see for himself that Jesus was never without His 
crown. Here it is — " And the grace of God was upon Him." 
Some of His crowns He laid aside when He became a man, 
but He never laid aside the crown of our text. He had it in 
the stable, for the angels said, although He was in a mauger 
laid, ** He is Christ the Lord ; " He wore it at His baptism, 
for the Father said, ** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased;" in the wilderness, on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, when He worked His miracles, whether on the 
sea, in the house, or by the grave of Lazarus. Nay, even 
when hanging on the cross, He had on this crown, for did 
He not exercise a royal right in forgiving the dying thief? 
The grace of God was Christ's crown, and from the moment 
when He left glory to the moment when He returned, and 
angels said, " Lift up your heads, O ye gates, that the king 
of glory may come in ; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting 
doors,*' He never took it off, — ^no, not for a moment. 

Perhaps some would like to know about the composition 
of this crown. Well, let us look at it. No, I don't see axiy 
rubies, nor diamonds, not a precious stone of any kind 
whatsoever, not even any gold, nor even the appearance of 
gold. " What a crown ! *' you say. Well, don't be in too 
great a hurry. There is in this crown what all the precious 
stones and all the gold in the world could never purchase ; 
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and for value, for richness, for purity, for durability, for 
glory, not all the crowns in the world can possibly equal 
this. " The grace of God was upon Him.** It was His 
unfading possession, His glory. His crown. 

Others have worn this crown besides Jesus ; but none wore 
it so much as He. It never looked so well on anybody else as 
on Jesus, and I am convinced that none ever so deserved to 
wear it as did Christ. Yes, a great many have worn the crown 
of the grace of God. Joseph wore it, and very soon it brought 
him out of the pit and the dungeon, and placed him by 
the side of the king of Egypt, so that only in the throne was 
the king greater than he. Pharaoh took off his ring from 
his hand and put it upon Joseph*s hand, and arrayed him in 
vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck ; 
and he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had, 
and they cried before him, " Bow the knee,** and he made 
him ruler over all the land of Egypt. And it was all 
because he wore the crown of the grace of God ; ** For the 
Lord made all he did to prosper." 

Joshua was another who had this crown, and under its 
influence and power he became so valiant and strong, that 
at his bidding the sun stood still in the heavens. Yes, 
Joshua was a king, every inch of him, when he uttered 
the memorable words, "Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, 
and thou, moon, in the valley of Ajalon.'* And because 
he had the crown of the grace of God, neither the sun nor 
the moon could disobey him. 

David also had this crown, and it took him away from his 
father's sheepfold, and placed him upon the throne of Israel. 
Samuel, Josiah, Daniel, the three Hebrew children, and many 
others before Christ came, were the possessors of this crown ; 
and what remarkable men they were ! Pits could not injure 
them, lions could not devour them, fire could not hurt 
them; the crown they wore was their shield and protection. 
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And what illustrations of its value have we in the New 
Testament. Under the radiancy of this crown Stephen's 
face shone as it had been the face of an angel, ** and they 
were not able to resist the wisdom and the power by which 
he spake.^' 

With this crown of grace upon his brow, Paul was pre- 
pared to take his stand before Felix,- or Agrippa, or even 
Caesar; chscins, shipwreck, rods, temptations, buffettings, were 
all as nothing. Nay, the thought of possessing the crown 
of the grace of God made him, when thrust into the inner 
prison, and when his feet were made fast in the stocks, to 
sing the praises of God ; enabled him to say, ** When I am 
weak, then am I strong " ; "I can do all things through 
Christ, who strengtheneth me.*' 

What hundreds of martyrs have worn the crown of the 
grace of God ; not the fires of persecution, not the racks and 
•cruelties of the Inquisition, not the hungry roaring lions, 
not the horrid dungeons of Rome, not the most barbarous 
cruelties which men moved by satanic malice and cruelty 
could devise, could possibly cool the devotion or destroy 
the fidelity of multitudes. Wearing the crown of the grace 
of God, they endured the stake, they blessed God for the 
signal honour of mart)rrdom ; and, borne on angels' wings, 
they had a speedy passage to their eternal coronation at 
God's right band. 

Martin Luther and John Wesley wore this crown. We 
know how by its power they were kept, enabled to do their 
great work for humanity and for God ; a work that neither 
the anger of men nor the rage of devils could prevent or 
overthrow. Then think of the millions in heaven, all the 
possessors of this crown. I know their crowns vary, and are 
known by different names ; but there is not a crown in heaven 
resting upon the head of a poor saved and glorified sinner, 
which looks not to the grace of God as its origin. Here 
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they were crowned with the grace of Gk)d, and there they 
are crowned with His glory too. 

Now, who will seek this crown of the grace of God ? 
You <:annot be too poor, for with all good things will it 
enrich you, and it is without money and without price. You 
cannot be too rich, for it will add dignity to your greatness, 
and value to your wealth. You cannot be too old, for it 
will be your passport to heaven's felicity. You cannot be 
too young, for it has the promise of the life that now is, as 
well as of that which is to come* And the Author and 
Giver of it says, ** I love them that love Me, and they 
that seek Me early shall find Me." 



III. 
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III. 

^,tm%, a ^jear^jer romje fr0m S0Jr^ 

** A teacher come from God." — ^JoHN iii. 2. 

POOR Nicodemus ! what a puzzle hast thou been to 
readers of thy history for now nearly two thousand 
years ; some blaming thee for what they have looked upon 
as thy cowardice in coming to Jesus by night ; others prais- 
ing thee for what they have looked upon as thy discretion 
in coming at a time when the Master would have more 
leisure to attend to thy wants j^ and most, if not all, who have 
read the story of thy pilgrimage, feeling an amount of curi- 
osity which no reading and no research have been able fully 
to satisfy. 

I have sometimes thought that had Nicodemus known 
how for all time people would read and re-read, discuss 
and re-discuss the story of his coming by night, he would 
have braved all ridicule, — that is, supposing it was fear 
of what others would say that induced him to come by 
night, — and would have come boldly, and whilst it was broad 
daylight. This, however, he could not possibly know, and 
so he came by night. 

There is not one word in the whole of the interview 
which indicates in the least possible way that Jesus 
thought him wrong, or blamed him for coming at such a 
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time. It was just like the blessed Jesus to give him a 
glad welcome and at once to try and do him all the good 
He could. This seemed the principle on which He always 
acted. People sometimes came in crowds, and some- 
times alone; some who were very poor, and others who 
were very rich ; some came in health, and some in sickness. 
Yes, the blind found their way, and the deaf were charmed 
into His presence by the music of His name, and even poor 
lepers, from whom other people used to turn away, came to 
Him. And yet, whilst so many and such widely different 
characters came, Jesus never said to any applicant, ** I am 
too busy ; " or, "I am too much fatigued." No, He at once 
attended to their cases. Sometimes His disciples said, " Wh • 
trouble ye the Master?" or rebuked the people for their eager- 
Jiess ; but Jesus never did. From the very beginning of His 
being followed by the people, to the moment when He hung 
upon the cross (and the dying thief, the last of earth's 
troubled ones that came to Jesus), people were always 
welcome to come to Jesus. It did not matter what brought 
them; sometimes it was only curiosity, and sometimes a 
real desire to know more about Him ; now it was a mental 
problem to be solved, and now a difference between men 
that required adjustment ; here a physical and there a moral 
disorder that brought people to Him; but His hand was 
always ready to give them welcome. And so, when this 
great man, this ruler among the Jews, this Nicodemus, came. 
He didn't say, " You should have come earlier,'* nor did He 
say, " If you were ashamed to come to Me by day, you had 
better go home, and wait until to-morrow, and then, if you 
have courage enough to come while it is 'light, I'll hear what 
you have to say." No, Christ's door, Christ's hand, and 
Christ's heart, were alike open to Nicodemus, although he 
came by night. I have known people who have blamed 
him for coming by night, do a great deal worse, and that is. 
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they have stayed away altogether. The next best thing, in 
my judgment, to coming to Jesus by day, is coming by night ; 
and the worst thing a man can be guilty of, is refusing to 
come at all. 

And yet, what a great many people there are who never 
come to Jesus. They'll go to His servants; yes, they 
like to hear sermons that tell them all about Jesus. It 
seems to me that the doorstep, or at the most the servant's 
apartments, are good enough for them; they won't go 
into the reception-room and be introduced to the Master. 
Some of these people, who neither come by night nor day 
to Jesus, stay a very long time with the servants of Jesus, 
with them they sing, they read, they converse, but the 
moment they are urged to go into the reception-room, and 
to have a personal interview with Him, that moment they 
pick up their hats, and away they go. Then I have known 
others who, whilst they have tried to induce others to go, 
have remained away themselves, — Sunday-school teachers, 
who have tried by conversion to get their classes to Jesus, 
but have remained unconverted themselves ; parents, who 
have been anxious that their sons and their daughters 
should be Christ's, but who have not given their own 
hearts to Him; and even ministers who have prayed 
and preached that sinners might be brought near, have 
sometimes remained far, far away. My fear in reference to 
some of these is, that they will stay away so long that Jesus 
will close the door of Gospel mercy against them, and then 
it will not matter how loudly they may shout or knock ; all 
the reply they will get will be, "I called, and ye refused. 
Depart from Me, ye workers of iniquity." And the words 
will be for ever ringing in their ears, " Too late ! too late ! 
ye cannot enter now." 

Now when any person makes up his mind to go to 
Jesus, he can adopt one of two courses, — ^he can tell 
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Jesus what he really thinks of himself, or he can tell 
Jesus what he thinks of Jesus. I should be afraid to say 
which I think the wiser course ; but following either in 
sincerity will be attended with very great good to anyone. 
John tells us which course Nicodemus adopted; he began 
by telling Jesus what he thought of Him. Just listen to his 
first sentence — " Rabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher 
come from God.** Now if boys and girls will only read 
what I have to say, and think about it also, perhaps I may 
be able to tell them something about this great Teacher 
that may do them good all their days ; and to be as simple as 
we can, I want to ask three questions, — What He teaches? 
How He teaches ? and, How may we know He came from 
God? 

If a man opens a new school, and proposes to receive 
scholars, those who think to send their children very 
naturally ask, " What does he teach ? *' I am sure boys 
and girls need not be sent to school to be taught nonsense, 
or to be instructed in the very common art of play ; and if 
anybody should open a new college to instruct our young 
people in such things, they would get just as many pupils as 
they would deserve, namely, none at all. But I have known 
a great many teachers who have taught nothing better, and 
they have made a good thing of it, too. They have been 
able to live in grand houses, to have plenty of servants, 
and to make heaps of money. Yes, people have paid their 
fees, and got very little in return, of value. Many a person 
has paid five shillings for a book, but the reading of it has 
done him great harm ; many people have paid to witness 
performances in shows and theatres, and their hearts have 
been filled with evil. Now that is what I call paying to be 
taught nonsense, or, even worse still, paying to learn that 
which is wicked. If there were not so many people in the 
world destitute of common sense, I think such schools 
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would soon have to be closed, and the teachers in them 
turn their attention to something better. 

But we must come to the question, What does Jesus 
teach ? There really seems so much to say about what He 
teaches, that I can hardly tell where to begin. Perhaps if 
I turn your attention to two of His great lessons, or two 
aspects of His teachings, it will be sufficient. Jesus ever 
taught man's duty, and God's will ; let us look for a few 
minutes at these two. Jesus the great Teacher taught 
man's duty — what man was to be, what man was to do ; or, 
in other words, our duty He unfolded. I fancy some are 
disposed to shut this book, and to say, " Duty ! we are always 
hearing about duty, till we are tired of it.'* Stop a bit; let 
me tell you what I think. I think they who are tired of 
hearing about duty are they who are the very first to shirk 
it ; real men and women, wise boys and girls, always want 
to know their duty, that so they may do it. We should 
think it very strange if a soldier on the field of battle, or 
even on parade, should say to the officer, " I am very tired 
of hearing of duty, sir.'* And equally strange on the part of 
the sailor who, as the winds were rending the canvas, and 
the waters filling the hold of the vessel, should say, " Don't 
talk to me of duty : I want to take my pleasure." And yet 
there are a great many who play at hide and seek, or run 
round the comer, or who put wool into their ears when you 
begin to talk about duty. They can't be men real and 
true, or boys who will become such, who do such things. 
If they were they would say, "This concerns me, I must stop 
and listen." And so, when Jesus makes known our duty, 
it is our highest interest to say, ** Speak, Lord, Thy servant 
heareth." 

In the first place, Jesus teaches us our duty towards 
ourselves. "And don't we know what is right and best 
for ourselves?" Indeed we do not; and if we were left 
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to ourselves, very sad and very strange would be our do- 
ings. Why, as it is, with the lessons of Jesus before them, 
very many say and do a great many things which, some day 
or another, will return with bitterness and woe to them- 
selves. They follow their own vicious inclinations instead 
of His virtuous commands ; they plant briars and nettles, 
thistles and weeds ; and by-and-by these things will work 
their misery and ruin. Yes, they sow the wind, and must 
in a little time reap the whirlwind. They are their own 
greatest enemies. • 

The body of man is like a beautiful building ; and by 
Jesus we are taught to bestow upoft it suitable care, to pro- 
vide for it suitable nourishment and exercise, and so to 
guard it against weakness, decay, and death. The mind is 
like a garden or field ; and by Jesus we are instructed as to 
the trees, plants, flowers, and grain we are to grow. The soul, 
or man's immortal nature, is to receive in God alone its rest, 
its satisfaction, its joy. These are the simple yet sublime 
lessons Jesus inculcates upon us in reference to ourselves. 

Equally explicit are the lessons He imparts concerning 
our fellow-creatures, our duty to man. And if people 
are so foolish, so short-sighted, as to neglect the duties 
they owe to themselves, it is not to be wondered at that 
those owing to others should be neglected also. Listen 
— "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." There were 
teachers then living who taught very different lessons, 
as there are now , they were called Scribes and Pharisees. 
You can read their lessons — **An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth;" or. If one strikes you, strike him; if 
one robs you, rob him. Not so said the great Teacher, 
— " I say unto you. Love your enemy. If he thirst, give 
him drink; if he smite thee on the one cheek, turn to 
him the other also." The code of laws Jesus makes known 
to us will not allow the strong to oppress the weak, the rich 
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to defraud the poor, or the poor to envy the rich. To all 
His pupils He says, " No cheating, no dishonesty, no un- 
truthfulness, no bitterness, no cruelty, no evil speaking, no 
doing behind a person's back or saying in his absence 
what you would be afraid to do or say were he present.'* 
Here is the summary of our duty to our fellow -creatures — 
*• Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do you 
even so to them." What a beautiful world this would soon 
become, if everybody would only carry into practice this 
one verse. We should not require any prisons or police- 
men, for no one would think of stealing ; no bolts and bars 
to fasten our doors, for no one would break in ; no censure 
or punishment, for no one would do wrong ; poverty would 
' soon have notice to quit, and disease and death would be 
largely diminished. Very speedily would this cold, barren, 
troublesome world put on its festive appearance ; and if 
everybody did just what they would like others to do to 
tliem, it would again resemble the garden of the Lord. 

Then, Jesus does not stop with having told us our duty to 
ourselves, and our duty to others; He teaches us our duty to 
God. Some seem to think if they do their duty towards 
themselves and others they need not trouble themselves 
about the third part. No, they say, " God is merciful, and 
will not be so strict ; God is longsuflfering, and will not visit 
with such penalties." If the lessons given by Jesus are tfue, 
such people are certainly wrong. And then, these duties are 
all connected; no one can perform the duties we have spoken 
of aright, who neglects his duties to God. Duties to self, 
duties to our fellow-creatures, and duties to God, form a 
threefold cord which cannot be broken. 

But what are th^ duties which we owe to God ? The 
great Teacher is quite ready to instruct us. I shall name 
five of the duties He unfolds, and pass on, hoping the 
boys and girls will think them out for themselves. First, 
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we must think about and read of, that so we may know, 
God, — **And this is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou 
hast sent." Secondly, we must obey God, — ** Whosoever 
shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the 
same is My brother, and sister, and mother/' Thirdly, 
we are taught to imitate God, — " Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father who is in heaven is perfect.'* Fourthly, 
we must render homage, or worship, to God, — " The 
Father seeketh spiritual worshippers." And, fifthly, we must 
have the foundation of the whole, love to God, — *' Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart/' Thus 
explicitly has Jesus instructed us in life's duties ; wise and 
happy are they who, obtaining knowledge from so pure and 
authoritative a source, go forth to discharge these duties ; for 
them, songs shall be heard in sadness, and flowers shall grow 
in the desert. 

But this great Teacher taught, not only man's duty, 
but God's will. Oh, how like a dark dismal prison- 
house this world would be, were we in entire ignorance 
about the will of God ! How people could live before 
Christ's teachings were known, or Bibles were printed, I 
can hardly tell. We do read of some who used to search 
and strive and labour after such knowledge ; but almost in 
vain ; the knowledge they got was small indeed. And if poets 
and philosophers, if kings and the greatest men that then 
lived, were in such ignorance, how densely dark must have 
been the condition of the toiling multitudes, and especially 
of all boys and girls. " The world by wisdom knew not 
God." It was to be the work of the great Teacher to reveal 
God to man. Others had given a httle knowledge ; patri- 
archs and priests, prophets and poets, had given some, 
but the fulness was to be given by Jesus. Paul says, 
** God hath in these last days spoken unto us by His 
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Son" ; and John says, ** The only-begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." Yes, 
the great Teacher hath declared God, — in His truth and 
justice, His abhorrence of all sin. His transcendent holiness, 
His power, majesty, and wisdom. His love, grace, and 
mercy, His goodness, and His faithfulness. Nowhere is 
God so fully revealed as in Jesus, " the express image of His 
person," And with the revelation of the person, Jesus has 
also made a revelation of the will of God to every man. 

Now a few points, and then, lest you should get weary of 
readmg, we must go to another part of this address. 

It is God's will everybody should repent of their sins, — 
" God commandeth all men everywhere to repent.*' It is 
(xod's will that everybody should believe in Jesus, — " These 
things are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God." It is God's will that all should be 
saved, — " For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ" It is God's will 
that all should be holy j for He saith, "Be ye holy, for I 
am holy." It is God's will that all who trust in and follow 
Christ should get to heaven, — ** Fear not, little flock, for it 
is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom " ; 
" It is not the will of your heavenly Father that one of these 
little ones should perish." 

Now, the above are just a few of the great lessons the 
heavenly Teacher unfolded about the will of God ; and 
surely no teacher ever had lessons so rich, so good, so 
important to make known. There are one or two other 
matters, about the instructions Christ gave, which we must 
speak about. They were such as no other teacher ever 
taught, and for a very strong reason — no other teacher 
ever knew them. They were too high and too deep for 
man ; not all the philosophers who ever sat in a study, not 
all the teachers who ever taught, not all the book-makers 
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who ever wrote, could have found them out. So that if 
Jesus had not told us such truths, we could never have 
known them. And then, such lessons as the great Teacher 
gave were all fully suited to our requirements. He did not 
talk to us about what we did not need to know ; not more 
needful is the lifeboat to a man struggling with the billows 
of the great deep, not more needful are the suns and showers 
of May to our gardens and fields, not more needful bread 
and water to a man dying of hunger and thirst, than are 
the teachings of Jesus to every man, woman, and child. 

We must also remember that the words of Jesus are for all 
people ; for the good that they may be made better, and 
for the bad that they may be made good. And Jesus Him- 
self drew attention to the power of His words. If you tum 
to the seventh chapter of St. Matthew, and read from the 
twenty-fourth verse, you will see what I mean. Oh, how sad 
to be like the foolish man who built his house on the sand ; 
and yet, how many have not yet got to the true rock. It is 
with them a sandy foundation, and when the rains of afflic- 
tion come, and the winds of disease begin to blow, the 
house will sway to and fro ; and then, when the blast of 
death is blown, down (and that with a great crash) their 
building will tumble ; whilst such as accept and obey the 
words of Jesus, will be enabled to weather any storm, to 
endure any siege, to withstand any commotion. Yes, their 
building standeth sure. 
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O Teacher, heavenly, gracious, wise, 
Do Thou the path of duty show, 
Bid darkness from my soul depart, 
Bless me with purity of heart. 
Let me in paths of truth be led, 
And ever free from guilty dread ; 
Hold up to me the Will Divine, 
And may that Will be ever mine.** 
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Having looked at the nature of Christ's teachings, we want 
now to say something about tlie manner of His teaching. 
Anybody who will take the trouble to inquire, will find in 
the mode of His teaching very great diversity. That 
teacher, however gifted he may be, or however large his 
school and apt his scholars, is not likely to be the most 
successful who adopts just the same method in imparting 
instruction to all the pupils under his care. If his boys 
were like machines, all to be moved alike, or like lumps of 
clay, all to be moulded alike, one hard, unbending, unvary- 
ing method might do j but where you have to deal with such 
different dispositions, he is likely to be the most successful 
as a teacher who adapts his mode accordingly. I fear 
many a bright genius has been clouded, and many a 
clever girl crippled for life, because this principle has 
been overlooked. The great Teacher did not overlook it ; 
and so we find He adapted what He said to the state 
and condition of His hearers. So adapted, indeed, were His 
methods that they commended themselves to the hearts 
ofaU. 

Whilst, however, the Lord Jesus had great variety of 
method, every method was under the same great principle. 
He did not aim high above the heads of His hearers. He 
did not use great long words, that require the explanation 
of a dictionary before we can understand them. No, His 
every method was under the principle called Simplicity. 
It is all very well for some people to use language so tall 
that boys and girls cannot reagh it, but they who teach 
under the great Teacher can't do better than copy the sim- 
plicity of the Master. I am sure our boys and girls would 
then remember a great deal better than they now can. I 
know several who said how much they liked the preacher 
the other Sunday, who had come to supply for our minister, 
who was ill j and the reason was, because they knew the 
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meaning of every word he said. AVhy, I think if it were 
always so, some would not remain such blockheads as 
they now are. Of this I am certain, that they who art 
the most simple as teachers are the most like the great 
Teacher. 

Now I want to look at a few of the methods used by 
Jesus, the whole of which were under the great principle 
of simplicity. There was what I shall call the Surprise 
method, — Jesus turning to the instruction and profit of 
His hearers events and circumstances which an ordinary 
teacher would have suffered to pass unnoticed. One or 
two examples of this method we must give. Information 
is brought to Jesus of a very horrid crime in which Pilate 
had been concerned, — how he had mingled the blood of 
some Galileans with their sacrifices; and whilst they who 
informed Jesus waited in expectation of some sentence upon 
Pilate, or for some words that should convince them that 
their notions about the exceeding sinfiilness of the parties 
thus punished were correct — yes, they waited, but did Jesus 
give what they expected ? Certainly not ; He gave one of 
His Surprise lessons. For the lesson, by propounding a 
simple question. He prepared them, — " Suppose ye that these 
Galileans were sinners above all men that dwelt in Galilee, 
because they suffered such things ? " And now look at them 
waiting, — yes, waiting; and down comes the Surprise lesson, 
— " I tell you. Nay ; but except ye repent ye shall all likewise 
perish.'' 

Another of these Surprise lessons was given when His 
disciples reasoned among themselves which should be 
greatest. They actually came to the Master with this ques- 
tion perplexing them. I daresay some of them thought it 
would be John, others Peter or James, and perhaps some 
thought it might be Matthew; and whilst they were wonder- 
ing who it would be, Jesus gave one of His Surprise lessons. 
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which I think they never forgot : — " And Jesus called a little 
child unto Him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, 
Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." 

Yes, in His history we find a sudden turn, an unexpected 
application, a well-timed remark. And these Surprise lessons 
hit right home, the truth told, and they said, " Never man 
spake like this man." 

Then, Jesus employed in His teaching the parabolical 
mode. This was the chief channel through which His 
instructions were imparted. Selecting figures of every- 
day life, and with which His hearers were familiar. He 
by their use sought to reach the conscience and heart j 
when, had He stated the naked truth, perhaps in high 
dudgeon His hearers would have turned away. 

Jesus was not the first teacher who ever pressed this 
method into His service. There are a great many parables 
in literature that is not sacred, and in the Old Testament we 
have the parables of Nathan, of Jotham, of Solomon, and of 
others ; but no teacher used parables so extensively and so 
well as did Jesus. It is written of Him that " without a 
parable spake He not unto them." And oh, what parables^ 
were His ! I don't know how anybody can read them with- 
out having their intellects stored and their hearts warmed. 
They are so life-like, so pure, so simple, so excellent in con- 
ception, and so wise in utterance, that rich men and poor 
men, kings and subjects, believers and unbelievers, have 
regarded them as the pearls of speech, the ornaments of 
literature. 

I have sometimes wondered how many sermons have 
been preached, how many iDOoks have been written, and 
how many school addresses have been delivered, which have 
had as their foundation the parables of Jesus. I should 
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think a great many more than on any other subject ; and the 
number is always increasing. Perhaps some boy or girl 
would like to know which of the parables I think the best. 
If so, I cannot possible say ; they are all so rich, so beautiful, 
that as I try to make a selection I feel like a boy who is 
told to select the book he likes best from a hundred all 
beautifully bound and full of rich engravings. Or I am 
like a young lady taken into a large conservatory : she has 
never seen such flowers before, did not even know that such 
were in existence, and as for their names, try as she may 
she can't pronounce them j and now the owner says, ** You 
may have the plant you like best." At first her heart jumps 
for joy, but very soon her face gets shaded, she is in per- 
plexity ; there's one has such beautiful leaves, another such 
rich fragrance, a third so many fine flowers, and a fourth 
such a number of buds ; some have flowers so deep and pure 
in colour, and others of such various hues, that she has to 
give up, and say, ** I really don't know which I like best" 
Now this is just how I feel about the parables of Jesus ; they 
are all so rich, so beautiful, so valuable, I really cannot tell 
you which I think the best. If, however, I were a traveller, 
and accustomed to go along roads full of dangers and 
infested with robbers, I think I should give my preference 
to the parable of the good Samaritan. If I were a shepherd 
or a farmer, I should prefer the parables of the lost sheep, 
the Good Shepherd, and the sower. Or if I were a bad lad, 
one who had caused father's head and heart alike to ache, 
and mother's eyes to be red with weeping, and my sisters 
to wear long, anxious faces, then I should say, " Among all 
the parables uttered by Jesus, none to me is like the story 
of the prodigal son." 

If I cannot decide which parable I like the best, I can 
decide upon the wisdom and goodness of Jesus in not 
having His parables all alike. In their variety, I am sure 
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they must apply their great power to the different tastes 
and circumstances of man everywhere. It seems to me 
ihat the parables of Jesus are like a sumptuous feast, and it 
matters not how many hungry people are sitting at the table 
to be fed, — they may all find a dish to suit them ; and I 
think that that man or woman, boy or girl, who cannot get 
their appetite satisfied here, deserves to go without, until 
within themselves a better state of things prevails. 

There was yet a third method of instruction adopted by 
the great Teacher, which all teachers, and all learners too, do 
well to copy from Him. He taught by example. By what 
He was, as well as by what He said and did, Jesus taught 
the people. Some teachers say to others, and especially to 
the young, " Now, you must not do this," and, " You must 
not go there;" but that very thing they do, and to that 
very place they go. If an old copy we used to have at 
school is true (and we quite think it is), " Example is better 
than precept,'* why, such teachers are neither the best nor 
the most consistent in the world. They are like men who 
build with one hand and pull down with the other; with one 
voice they say, ** Go to the right," and with the next, " Go 
to the left." They cannot quote Jesus as their example ; He 
could always say, ** Do as I do, and be as I am." 

I don't like discords in music, indeed they spoil the har- 
mony ; but discords in teaching are even worse. There were 
none in Christ Different elements there were, just as there 
are different elements at work in May. There is the gentle 
rain and falling dew, the soft breeze and shining sun, the 
lengthening day and shortening night Yes, different ele- 
ments, but all seeking to robe our world in the gay garments 
of spring ; and so every element in the lessons given by the 
great Master ceaselessly sought to impart purity, wisdom, 
and happiness to the children of men. 

And what bright, clear, full lessons we gather from His 
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example. If I want to be taught of beneficence or patience, 
of zeal or love, of goodness or justice, where as in His 
example are the lessons so perfect? These, in all their 
unsullied glory, and untold value, were ever in and about 
Him ** who came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give His life a ransom for many." Yes, not a 
vice that He did not shun, and not a virtue He did not 
embody ; so that His example stands forth the only all-per- 
fect one this world has ever witnessed. 

If, then, His methods of teaching were so various, and 
yet all so simple, I don't wonder that Jesus should be called 
the wisest, the holiest, the best, the most successful teacher 
that scholar ever had. Nor do I think in all the writings of 
John there's a truth which sparkles with greater beauty, or 
which gives promise of higher good to man, than the one 
found in his first epistle, — ** When He shall appear we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." Paul learned 
welP, and so may we, ** For me to live is Christ" 

Now for the last part of this address. How can we tell that 
Jesus came from God ? Some have said Jesus was an im- 
postor — did not come from God. Others have said He came 
from God just as other great men came from God. Now 
I should not like the boys and girls who read this paper to 
look confused when they meet these queer people, and when 
they ask, ** How can you tell that Jesus came from God?" 
I want them to be able to give a clear, intelligent answer. 
I think one thing that must convince us that He came from 
God is the holy character He had. Jesus was either a very 
good or a very bad man. No good man would either tell or 
act a lie in order to deceive others ; but Jesus said how He 
came from God, and always acted as though He had ; and 
therefore if He is not a bad man, it must be quite true that 
He did come from God. Another reason which convinces us 
that He came from God — and the reason which convinced 
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Nicodemus — was His power to work miracles : ** We know 
that Thou art a teacher come from God, for no man can 
do these miracles which Thou doest, except God be with 
him," I never met with a man yet who could get over this 
argument. 

Jesus must have come from God because of the miracles 
which He wrought. No one can really work a miracle 
without not only the permission but also the power of God. 
We cannot suppose that God for such a purpose would give 
His power to one who told lies, and who acted the part of 
a base deceiver, or who pretended to be what he was not. 
And therefore when we find Jesus in the possession of, and 
frequently exercising this great power, there is no reason in 
the world for further questioning His origin ; every miracle 
proves the correctness of the assertion of Nicodemus, — ** A 
Teacher come from God." 

Another reason which makes it plain that Jesus came 
from God is gathered from the fact that the prophecies He 
uttered have been and are being fulfilled from day to day. 
God only can read the future, yet Jesus spoke of facts to 
transpire, which facts He could not have known had He 
been an impostor, and had He not come from God, — facts 
about Himself, His kingdom. His disciples; about Jeru- 
salem, and many other subjects. And just as Jesus said 
these things should come to pass, they have come to pass. 
So that the confession of Nicodemus is just and true, — "A 
Teacher come from God." 

If, therefore, any who have read this paper should ever be 
led into company where the Divine origin of Jesus is ques- 
tioned or denied, let them with all modesty, and yet with 
all firmness, ask how Christ's character, Christ's miraculous 
power, and His knowledge of the future, can be reconciled 
on any other supposition ? 

Let us all ever come to this Teacher; He gives ttis 
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lessons freely, and asks only in return our gratitude and 
love. Millions have already come, and are now reaping 
an eternal benefit 

** A wonderful fashion of teaching He hath, 
And wise to salvation He makes us through faith. " 
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IV. 

" The dayspring from on high hath visited us." — Luke i. 78. 

IT is said that the science of astronomy is the noblest 
of all sciences. To be well versed in the planetary sys 
tem, in the sun, moon, and stars, may well fire the ambition, 
stir the zeal, and keep in healthy activity the powers of the 
children of men. If astronomy be really the noblest 
science of all, it would be exceedingly strange if it did not 
in many ways speak of and refer to Jesus, the noblest of 
all persons. Perhaps if they who profess to be very wise 
and noble would imitate astronomy in this particular, they 
would prove their wisdom and make good their right to 
be accounted more noble than even now they are. And 
since astronomy is none the worse, but all the better, for 
thus referring to Jesus, I think if all people would make a 
great deal more of Him, they would gain great value, and 
lose nothing worthy of being kept 

But how does astronomy refer to and teach of Jesus? 
A boy the other day was presented by his father with a 
watch j he looked at its clean bright face, counted all its 
figures, watched the movements of its slender hands, 
listened to its tick, tick, tick, and then begged that he 
might have just one peep at the works. The moment the 
watch was opened, he said, " Oh, papa, what a very wise 
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and clever man he was who made this watch ! " Now, 
everybody says the boy was quite right. 

Who made the sun, the moon, and the stars ? Jesus, to 
be sure. And so we read in the book of Genesis, " He 
made two great lights also, the greater light to rule the day, 
the lesser light to rule the night ; He made the stars also." 
David knew that Jesus made them all, and so he said, 
" Praise ye Him, sun and moon ; praise Him, all ye stars 
of light;" "From the rising of the sun to the going down 
of the same, the Lord's name is to be praised." 

Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets, saw 
that the heavens could tell of Jesus ; and so he told the 
Jews, — " But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of 
Righteousness arise, with healing in His wings." And 
in the very last chapter in the New Testament Jesus calls 
Himself "The bright and morning star." 

What a pity it is that all who lift up their thoughts to the 
heavens do not also lift up their hearts in adoration to 
Him who spread the heavens abroad, and say, with reverent 
gratitude, " In wisdom hast Thou made them all.** 

Balaam said, *^ There shall come a star out of Jacob.*' 
And the wise men who gave to Jesus such presents and 
worship soon after His birth, said, " We have seen His star 
in the east, and are come to worship Him." Peter spoke 
of Jesus as the Day-star, — meaning, I suppose, that where 
Jesus is not it is all darkness, all night; and darkness in the 
heart is not only darkness of the worst kind, but darkness 
in the worst place. If we reaUy have sunshine within, we 
shall generally have sunshine about us. And Jesus is to be 
our heart-light, — " The day-star to arise in our hearts." 

And the words that head this paper read, " The dayspring 
from on high hath visited us.*' If we examine three things 
we shall get to know some things, not only very pleasant, but 
also very profitable, about Jesus. First, Why this visitor; 
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then, How as the Dayspring He came; and in the third 
place, What, as a visitor, He came to do. 

I think if I were to ask a class in the Sunday School why 
the light came, I should get very proper answers : one would 
say, " Because of the darkness of the night ; '* another, "Be- 
cause light is revealing ; " and a third, " Because by it we 
are called to the duties of the day." These are some of the 
reasons why Jesus hath visited us. The sun might have 
shone in his splendour, thousands of lights devised by 
skill and wisdom might have been hung up, but had there 
been no " Dayspring from on high," it would have been ex- 
ceedingly dark. Why, even now, with all the light found 
out by man, in places where they have no knowledge of 
Jesus, oh how dark it remains ! " The dark places of the 
earth are full of the haibitations of cruelty ; " mental, moral, 
and spiritual darkness seem so locked in each other's 
embrace that no key of human make can unlock them. I 
am sure it must be very, very dark in Africa, where men 
can steal and sell other men and women and children into 
slavery. Very dark in India, where they number their 
gods by thousands. Very dark in China, where they pay 
divine honours to a man who has been dead for many 
years. And fearfully dark in some of the islands of the 
seas, where rites the most degrading, practices the most 
barbarous, and customs the most cruel, still hold great 
sway. And we must remember how dark it was in ancient 
Britain before the Dayspring visited our land. Yes, with all 
the intelligence and all the glory that now stand connected 
with the British people, it was not always so ; our ancestors 
were pagans, idolators, and indulged in customs sad 
indeed. 

If we read our Bibles attentively we shall find that dark- 
ness is often used as a figure of speech, and by it is signified 
such a catalogue of black things, that the simple reading 
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of them shows how very necessary it was that the Dayspring 
should visit us. 

Darkness is often used to denote ignorance, and I think 
ignorance and darkness are very much alike, perhaps they 
are twin brothers. Ignorant people, like those in the dark, 
have to grope their way ; like them they often make sad 
mistakes, and frequently fall into ditches and become sadly 
bruised and besmeared. And then, just as some reptiles and 
evil men are apt to come from their hiding places under 
the cover of darkness, so ignorance sends out many evils 
to afflict and torment us. 

If we examine the subjects respecting which we are in 
ignorance without Jesus we shall see the alarming character 
and, to us, the fearful consequences of such ignorance. There 
are in our world a large number of vain, conceited people 
who imagine that they can get on very well without the Day- 
spring. Such people were not bom yesterday ; for a great 
many years they have afflicted us, and I am afraid that for 
a long time to come their baneful influence will make itself 
felt. Isaiah described them in his day, and the description 
is quite as true now as it was then, — " They put sweet for 
bitter, and bitter for sweet ; light for darkness, and darkness 
for light ; " they are sticks so crooked that nobody can make 
them straight. 

Without Jesus we are in ignorance about God, His nature. 
His doings. His will. In ignorance about ourselves, what 
we really are and what we need to make us happy. In 
ignorance about the way to get to heaven, how to be saved 
from our sins, made holy, and so prepared for the holy 
company and service and delights of the skies. Without 
Jesus we are in ignorance about these, and many, many 
other topics of matchless interest and concern to us alL 

Not all the teachers who ever taught, not all the philo- 
sophers who ever thought, not all the writers who ever 
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wrote, could possibly have given to us sufficient instruction 
on such subjects ; and that for the most conclusive of all 
reasons — their ignorance was as great as ours. 

Darkness, in the Scriptures, is often put for bondage, for 
suffering, for sin, for misery, for the kingdom of the wicked 
one, and for hell itselfl Now on each of these subjects I 
might write paragraph upon paragraph, without fear of ex- 
hausting any. This is the many-headed monster that has 
taken possession of our homes and hearts. It is a black sea, 
and it is ever throwing up its polluting waves on the shores of 
humanity. It is a prison-house in which all are incarcerated, 
a sepulchre in which all are entombed. For just as the night 
covers highest mountain peak with its pall and lowest valley 
with its gloom ; pervades alike the palace of the monarch and 
the refuge of the pauper ; closes with equal ease the eyes 
of the millionaire and of the beggar, of the aged sire and of 
the tiny infant, — so are all immured in moral, mental, and 
spiritual gloom. And what makes it worse is this, — we are 
all fast asleep in this darkness, have no power to awake 
ourselves, or even to see our true condition; polished 
European and cannibal savage ; hef ladyship possessed of 
many accomplishments, and the most degraded of her sex, — 
all, all are "dead in trespasses and in sin." "The whole 
world lieth in the arms of the wicked one." 

And if Jesus had not come, not one particle of all this 
dense gloom could have been chased away. I am sure if 
there were no sun shining in the heavens, not all the candles 
and lamps and gas burners in the world could produce one 
flower or cover one field with corn ; and so not all the lamps 
of human intellect that ever were or that ever could be 
lighted, could have guided one poor sinner to happiness and 
to God. But " the Dayspring from on high hath visited us *' ; 
and what a grand revelation has been made ! Just as when 
the morning light begins, and ceases not until all the dark- 
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ness of the night passes away, so Jesus has begun, and shall 
not cease to give yet clearer light until the black enormities 
of which we have spoken shall for ever have passed away. 

O beauteous morning light ! welcome, as from the 
chambers of the east thou arisest to encircle with golden 
richness the tops of mountains and hills ; as thou sweepest 
down their sides, and fillest lowest valley with thy light, 
revealing mossy bank and gentle brook, pearly dew-drop 
and sweetest flower, lowest shrub and highest tree, — wel- 
come ! thrice welcome to our earth ! And Thou, more 
wondrous Dayspring still, welcome shalt Thou ever be, as 
Thou bringest greater power and greater good to man. 
Yes, welcome, as Thou transformest our mountains of 
ignorance into mountains of holy truth, with a " Thus saith 
the Lord " as their basis. Welcome ! as thou reachest the 
valleys of our sorrows and weeping, making them to ring 
with glad choruses of joy. Sweep on through aU lands, to 
all people, and let the brightness of Thine appearing drive 
hence the dark night in which universal man is wrapped. 

Another reason why Jesus is the Dayspring is because 
by Him we are all summoned to a discharge of the duties 
of life. "Up," says the morning's dawn to the lark, "and fill 
heaven's canopy with thy glad pean of praise." " Up," to the 
lambs, " and make merry with sportive gambols." " Up, up," 
to the flowers, " and fill with rich fragrance and beauty mea- 
dow, bank, and garden." " Up, up, up," says the morning 
dawn to the boys and girls, " and prepare the lessons for the 
day, or get ready to begin right early its duties." And so 
Jesus, the Dayspring, comes with a great powerful shout, 
and the word He uses is the little word "Up." It is heard 
in the mountains, and sweeps through the valleys, till our 
cities, our towns, our hamlets, and our homes re-echo 
therewith. " Up," says Jesus to the slave, " and let the grace 
of God be thy freedom." " Up," to the lazy and indolent, 
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" and shake yourselves for holy performances." ** Up," to the 
sinner, " and let righteousness henceforth ever characterize 
you." " Up," to the vicious and to the profane, " and be 
guided and stimulated by virtues that no might can destroy, 
and which no evil can tarnish." " Up," to the empty, " and 
be filled with all good things." " Up," to the robbed and 
bruised, the spiritless and faint, " and let the graces and the 
duties of religion prepare thee for the glories of heaven." 
Oh yes, Jesus has appeared to awake the world, to bring it 
up from the dead, to wash all its pollution away. And 
" Up ! up ! up ! " like the morning light, is the language He 
uses. 

But it is time we looked at our second question, How 
does Jesus as the Dayspring come? To answer this we 
must ask another. How comes the dayspring itself? It 
comes gradually ; it comes from above ; and it comes with 
promise of light for everybody. And so, in {hese three 
particulars, we have the coming of Jesus. Did He not come 
very gradually ? We awake up some morning and find, to 
our great surprise, a friend came to our house quite un- 
expectedly the night before. London is sometimes quite 
startled out of its ordinary course by an announcement in 
large type in the papers, that, without notice, the emperor 
of such a nation or the prince of such a people has arrived 
on a visit. Jesus did not take the world by surprise : He 
came gradually. 

The coming of Jesus was talked, wrote, and even sung 
about hundreds and hundreds of years before He actually 
came. Abraham and Jacob, Moses and David, Isaiah and 
Daniel, all spoke about His coming, and that in language 
so clear and positive, so simple and yet so authoritative, 
that many looked forward to the event. And then, such 
promises were made about what Jesus should do, that 
multitudes of hearts were full of eager expectation con- 
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ceming Him. " The desire of all nations was to be made 
manifest," and His coming was to introduce to the world 
its sweet Saturday evening, its day of preparation for the 
Sabbath of God's eternal glory. 

God put this star of the coming of Jesus in our sky as soon 
as it was clouded by sin. Not very brilliant at first, but 
Adam saw it ; on and on it came, brighter and brighter it 
grew, clearer and clearer it became, until other nations 
besides the Jews could say, **We know that Messias 
Cometh which is called Christ." And then, "when the 
fulness of the time had come," the proper moment arrived, 
** God sent forth His Son." 

But with what gentleness was the coming of Christ 
associated ! He did not come like a mighty warrior, 
with garments stained in the blood of his foes ; nor 
as a mighty potentate, with proclamation of trumpets, 
and the behests of authority, that all should bow before, 
and acknowledge his greatness. No, but gradually, like 
the dayspring; ** an infant of days," — tender, helpless, 
feeble. Gradually He enters upon His ministerial work; 
few the sights we can catch of Him during the first twenty- 
seven years of His life. Isaiah said, " He shall not cry, 
nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street." 
Yes, gently He comes to John for baptism, with the meek 
rejoinder to John's objection, " Suffer it to be so now." 
Gradually He entered into His great temptation, for 
" then was Jesus led by the Spirit into the wilderness." 
Gentleness characterized His whole life. His spirit. His 
words. His ways, and even His miracles, all revealed 
that as the dayspring is gradual, is gentle, even so was 
Jesus. 

And He has left the sanie great principle in His Gospel; 
and it is ever working. Why, how gentle leaven is, and 
how gradual its operations ; but on it moves, till the whole 
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is leavened. So is it with the Gospel of Jesus. Jesus is 
not rough and harsh when He tries to get into our hearts ; 
He does not break open the door and force Himself upon 
us. ** Behold," He says, ** I stand at the door and knock." 
With all His patience and sweetness, He waits until we 
invite Him to come in. 

And it is just like this with regard to the spread of the 
kingdom of Jesus in towns and cities and kingdoms. 
" The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual." 
Missionaries and preachers, writers and teachers, all tell 
us the progress of the Gospel is gradual. It softens one 
heart here, and another there ; melts first one iceberg of 
sin, a'nd then another ; removes here a mountain of pre- 
judice, and there a sea of difficulty. So, whilst there is 
great sweetness and gentleness in the dayspring, whilst it 
moves gradually, nobody can stop it, — no artillery, no 
shutters, no blinds; on it comes, gradually, yet omni- 
potently. And it's just so with the Gospel ; it is at once 
the gentlest and yet the most powerful force in the 
universe. 

• 

** More and more it spreads and grows, 
Ever mighty to prevail ; 
Sin's strongholds it now overthrows, 
Shakes the trembling gates of hell." 

Then, like the dayspring (oh what a blessed fact it is !) 
Jesus comes with light for everybody. Who ever could be 
so foolish as to say that the day dawns only for the rich, or 
for the great and learned ? No, it's for everybody; and its 
light enters as willingly the low damp valley as it plays 
around the mountain peak, or as it embraces moss and 
fern and flower. It speaks as willingly in the low damp 
cellar as in the magnificent drawing-room ; in the place 
where fevers and diseases love to congregate, as in the 
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conservatory bright with the hues of opening flowers. 
It guides the tiniest insect, and the proudest vessel that 
ever crossed the Atlantic. Light makes itself as much at 
home with the poor bed-ridden man, whose every limb is 
palsied and whose every breath is pain, as with the gay 
voluptuary, whose very existence seems but a round of gay 
conceit and trifling nothingness. 

Hail ! hail I beauteous Light ; thou callst a world to 
rejoice in thine appearing, without distinction of class or 
clan, to receive thee as a free holy boon, and to be the 
richer and the happier for thy coming. Yes, the dayspring 
cries, " I come ! I come ! with light for all. For the baby 
sleeping in its tiny cot, and for the man of strong frame 
and stalwart limb; for the daisy growing in a thousand 
fields, and the oak adorning a thousand forests. I come ! 
I come ! with light for all. For the inmates of the palace, 
and the dwellers in the cabin ; for the ivy clinging for its 
thousandth year to an embattled tower, and for the new 
blossom of an early spring." 

To such a universal and beneficent visitor as is the light, 
who can wonder that universal welcome is proclaimed? 
The birds sing " Welcome ! " the trees, flowers, fields, 
brooks, valleys, and hills, all cry, ** Welcome ! " The 
village in its seclusion, the city in its activity, all give 
back the echo, ** Welcome ! welcome ! beauteous Light." 
The lambs as they sport in merry gladness, the lions as 
they shake their proud forms, children as they prepare 
for lessons, and men as they journey to their work, all cry 
" Welcome I " to the light of day. 

And shall not we cry " Hail ! hail ! " to Him who brings 
to everybody a greater and a lig^t more precious ? Jesus 
comes, a light into and a light for the world ; He has not 
only light for the eyes and the feet, for the hands and the 
intellect, but oh ! brightest and best of all, our Dayspring 
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has light for the heart and the soul. " Life and immortality " 
He has brought to light. 

And the light Jesus brought He brought for everybody. 
He had light for the Jews, for to them He came saying, 
" I £ftn come a light into the world ;" and He had light for 
the Gentiles, for "they should come to His brightness." 
He had light for the rich, for Nicodemus got it ; and He 
had light for the poor, for "the common people heard 
Him gladly." He had light for men, for He commanded 
them to repent; and He had light for children, for He 
said, " Of such is the kingdom of hea?ven." He had light 
for the living, and light for the dying. "That was the 
true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world." So that if the dayspring can sing, " I come, I 
come, with light for all," Jesus can in a loftier, holier 
sense. 

And shall we not welcome Him? Surely we cannot 
refuse our most sincere and hearty welcome to Him ; aye, 
a^-welcome to our intellects, to our hearts, and to our 
homes. We should ever pray, — 

** Light of those whose dreary dwelling 
Borders on the shades of death, 
Come, and by Thy love revealing, 
Dissipate the clouds beneath. 
The new heaven and earth's Creator, 
In our deepest darkness rise, 
Scattering all the night of nature, 
Pouring eye-sight on our eyes." 

Perhaps some are ready to say, " Well, if Jesus has brought 
light for everybody, how is it there is so much darkness in 
the world to-day, so much sin, and so much misery ? " 
I think we can find out the reason. If to-morrow morning 
when the sun arises we should refuse to open our shutters, 
to draw up our blinds, and so to admit his light, I think 
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we should know why so much darkness remained in the 
house. Or if some boy should blindfold himself, or a giii 
should only refuse to lift up her eyelids, we should know 
just the reason why they would have no light. Oh, it is 
just like this with great numbers of people \ they say, " Jesus, 
the light of the world, has come," but they won't open the 
shutters of unbelief they won't draw up the blinds of doubt 
and fear, they won't take off the bandages of evil, they 
won't raise the eyelid of effort, that so the light may pene- 
trate and illumine their souls. " Men love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil." So that, although 
the Dayspring from on high hath visited us, and is ever wait- 
ing to come in, and make men glad and holy by the influence 
of His pure rays, men are heard to say, ** The darkness is 
better." 

We have now arrived at our third question. Why did the 
Dayspring visit us ? 

This is a very natural question. WTien we hear the 
booming of cannon, the pealing of trumpets, the loud huz- 
zahs of multitudes, when a notable person visits our shores, 
we ask, ** AVhat is the object of his visit? " Or if a friend 
shall come to our house, we are eager in asking the purpose* 
Some pay visits of mere ceremony, others to gain informa- 
tion, some to get custom, and others to gather gold. Some 
visit us as friends, and others as spies. Then why did Jesus 
visit us? Luke tells us why, and so we read, "To give 
light, and to guide our feet into the way of peace." He 
did not come to take vengeance upon His foes, nor to 
gather from them an oppressive tax, nor even to make 
known His grandeur, and the imperial majesty of His per- 
son : His mission was one of mercy and good-will to man. 
We need make no mistake about the object that brought 
Jesus to our earth ; mercy spells its every word. ** To give 
light, and to guide our feet into the way of peace." Jesus 
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only can really do such works for us > others may speak 
about His great willingness, His power, and the different 
methods by which these works are done, but Jesus only 
can do them. Not all the preachers who ever preached, 
not all the Churches and Sacraments, not all the Popes or 
teachers, can possibly be adequate to this work : — 

" None but Jesus, none but Jesus, 
Can do helpless sinners good/* 

John Bunyan described a man who was determined to flee 
from the City of Destruction, and to gain the New Jerusalem. 
He had not long started, before he fell into the Slough of 
Despond, and did not know which way to take, till the 
good Evangelist came, and gave him counsel for the journey. 
That counsel he followed, and ultimately arrived at the city. 
Jesus is our good Evangelist, and is ever seeking ** to guide 
our feet into the way of peace." 

How men need this guidance I It does not matter how 
wise and learned men are ; without Jesus they will never 
get to the path of peace. If even they could see it without 
His light, without Him, they have no strength to get into 
it, and so have its comforts and security. 

A man some years ago had a very long journey to take 
one cold, dark, terrible night ; his path lay through woods 
and fields, across hills and valleys. After he had been 
travelling some time, he lost his path. Judge of his 
trouble when he found that for some time he had been 
pursuing a false road. He stood quite still, looked around, 
but could see darkness only. With all his powers of voice 
he called for a guide ; the echo of his own voice was the 
only response. Again and again he called, but his noise only 
startled the birds, and at length, faint and spiritless, he sank 
to the ground, and fell fast asleep ; and but for the beams 
of morning light playing upon his cheeks, and the warmth 
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of the sun trying to pull open his eyelids, he would have 
become a prey to robbers or to wild beasts, and so death 
must have been his portion. 

Now all this illustrates the condition of man, and Jesus 
as our guide to peace. Our journey is the journey of life ; 
the night so dense, so terrible, is the night of sin; our error 
is in being in the path of disobedience to God, our calling 
to others to help us is om* thinking that mere human 
agencies can give us guidance and peace ; our going to 
sleep is our state of apathy, of indifference about our con- 
dition; the morning beams, the sun's rays, playing upon 
our faces, eager to awake and arouse us, are the agencies 
used by the I^ord Jesus, the Dayspring from on high, to 
bring us to *God ; the robbers we are saved from are our 
lusts ; and the death we escape is the death of the soul for 
ever. 

What a beautiful event took place on the Sea of Galilee. 
I hope all who read this paper remember it. The Master 
and His disciples are in a little ship, everything appears 
calm and pleasant ; but now, what a change ! The big 
clouds unfold their blackness, the winds roar, the waves 
foam and toss and dash, and the vessel cannot live much 
longer in such a storm. The disciples begin to be very 
fearful ; they look eagerly at each other ; " The Master is 
asleep ; what shall we do ? " and so, as I think, led on by 
Peter, they resolve to tell the Master. The language seems 
to savour of Peter, "Master, carest Thou not that we 
perish?'* And now, what does the Master say? "Why 
are ye fearful, O ye of little faith ? " and then in calm 
majesty He said, " Peace, be still," and immediately there 
was a great calm. The crested billow forgot its foam, the 
mountain wave ignored its swell, the roar of mighty winds 
was hushed ; and the vessel stayed mid-way in its tossing. 
Oh ! how many hearts have been, just like the troubled sea, 
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driven and tossed ; they have had no rest. Yes, lusts have 
warred with lusts, doubts have replied to doubts, passions 
have answered passions, sins have murmured to sins, the 
skies above have frowned their blackness, the future has 
rolled its thunders, and the past has driven them with fierce 
winds ; and so the poor affrighted soul has said, " I shall be 
lost ! I must be lost I The way of peace I cannot find ! '* 
And then, when like the troubled disciples they have come 
to the Master, He has uttered exactly the same words, and 
with the same blessed consequences, for their experience 
has been one of holy, heavenly calm. 

There was a man sitting under the ministry of the Gospel 
a short time ago, and whilst he listened, his whole soul got 
sorely troubled ; he awoke from the sleep of sin, felt that 
he had been resting in a false security, that in reality he 
had no peace, — none with conscience, none with God, none 
with time, and none with eternity. The waves began to 
roll, the tempest to blow, and he said, " I cannot live like 
this; I must get saved." He remained for prayer, and soon 
the Peacemaker came, and there was a great calm. I 
don't think the Sea of Galilee was ever more placid or more 
beautiftil than the moment after it was hushed by Jesus ; 
and this man never had such a calm within, and such a 
holy radiancy withoui, as he then had. He was heard to 
say,— 

" Now rest, my long divided heart, 
Fixed on this blissful centre, rest, 
Nor ever from thy Lord depart, 

With Him of every good possessed.'* 

Some time ago, a little girl in the Sunday-school came to 
the teacher, with eyes swollen and red with weeping. She 
said, "I am so bad, teacher : I feel my heart is so sinful : I 
want to be saved : do you think that Jesus will ever save me?" 
That teacher pointed the lamb to the Good Shepherd, and 
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she soon felt that she was folded in His embrace. Jesus 
loves to stay these tempests, and to hush for ever all the 
storms of sin and doubt and fear. 

Luke says, He is to guide "our feet.'* Why, religion has 
many paths, and whilst, as Solomon says, " all her flowery 
paths are peace," Jesus only is guide to them all. And 
only by His grace can we be made sufficiently strong and 
diligent as to walk therein. We are not to lie down or to 
go to sleep in religion, — " Woe to them that dwell at ease in 
Zion I " Paths are to walk in, and so the path of prayer and 
love, of obedience and zeal, of faith and good works, the 
path of vital godliness, Jesus alone is guide to. And they 
who trust to Jesus as their only guide shall have light and 
peace here, and then honour and immortality for evermore. 

I often wonder why people don't try and walk in paths 
of peace more frequently than they do. If everybody 
would " seek peace and pursue it," in our families, in our 
schools, and in our churches, grumblers, fault-finders, and 
complainers would become as difficult to find as sovereigns 
in empty purses ; and for precisely the same reason — there 
would be none left. 

We have all need to fall before " the Dayspring," and to 
say,— 

" O Lord Jesus, I thank Thee for leaving the glory of 
heaven, for coming to be the Daystar to this dark sinful 
world. Thou knowest my wa)rwardness, my helplessness, — 
how very ignorant and sinful I am ; how in my blindness I 
get into paths that can never bring me to true and lasting 
peace. Undertake Thou my case, and guide me life's 
journey through ; and when my last moments shall come, 
may Thy peace sustain me; and then through death by 
Thy guidance may I enter upon the rest that remaineth to 
Thy people. Amen." 
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V. 

** Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." 
—John i. 29. 

IF only everybody knew and felt aright, then what a 
strong and an abiding interest men would take in 
Jesus. Ignorance and wrong feeling are two great robbers, 
and whilst they rob Jesus of His glory, they also rob us of 
that pleasing interest we otherwise should have in Him, and 
in all things appertaining to His kingdom. Interest in 
Jesus is one mark of the love which all good Christian 
people have to Him : however divided they are in other 
matters, they must be united in this. I have never yet met 
with any person whose magnitude of interest in Jesus has 
surprised me, but I have met with a great many whose 
dwarfishness of interest has, again and again. What a 
profound interest they take in •other persons, and in many 
different things ; in society, in their friends, in business, in 
pleasure, and in dress. I am not going to say that it is 
wrong to give a proper share of our time and attention to 
such matters, but I do say it does not look exactly the 
thing for some who profess to love Jesus to show a pre- 
ference for the things we have named, or indeed for any- 
thing we have not named, to Jesus. 

I am unable to think of anything about Jesus that is not 
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calculated to keep in constant exercise a profound interest in 
Him. If I were an atheist, an unbeliever, I could account 
for this want of feeling, but as I profess to be ju$t the opposite 
I cannot; no, Peter's words keep occurring to me, '* Unto you 
therefore which believe. He is precious." Precious in His 
words, for no man spake as He spake, not for simplicity and 
tenderness, for knowledge and power, for grace and autho- 
rity, nor did any speak for effect and certainty as Jesus. 
Precious, too, must Jesus be, to all who reaUy love Him, in 
His deeds. It was He who turned water into wine, who 
fed thousands of hungry people, and left more to be gathered 
after the feast than they had to b^n with. It was He 
who opened the eyes of the blind, cleansed the lepers, and 
brought back to life the dead; who was alwa]rs patient, 
gentle, and kind, and ^ who healed all manner of sickness, 
and all manner of diseases among the people." It was He 
who became my Prophet, to reveal in all its simplicity 
and fiilness the will of my heavenly Father ; who became 
my great High Priest, to offer for me an atonement and 
advocacy at God's right hand ; and who became my King, 
that in me He might set up His kingdom, and so by grace 
prepare me for the mansions of light. 

To His people Jesus ought to be ftill of interest as He lay 
in the manger, or as by John He received baptism, or as 
when He had His great encounter with Satan, the foe of 
God and man. Full of interest as He sits among the learned 
doctors, or as He delivers His sermon on the mount, or as 
when He stands by the grave of Lazarus, and certainly full 
of interest as He is apprehended by the soldiers, tried by 
the Sanhedrim, and led away to crucifixion. 

But whilst Jesus ought to secure our deep and abiding 
interest in all these places, and under all such circum- 
stances for our interest to become the deepest, the most 
reverent, and the most loving, we must look further on; 
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yes, beyond when He was so cruelly left by Pilate to His 
fate, beyond where the disciples all forsook Him and fled ; 
further on than where the rough soldiers receive Him for 
execution, or than where they compel Simon a Cyrenian 
to bear His cross ; further than where they nail Him to the 
accursed tree. Yes, if I am to get an interest deeper and a 
love more hallowing and hatred to sin more undying than 
I can get elsewhere, I must wait and wait, listen and 
listen, till I hear that strong voice saying, " It is finished." 
Oh ! there is no interest in the world like the interest pro- 
duced as we listen to His dying cry. And whilst men say, 
" The impostor \^ crucified," "The Galilean is dead," "The 
Nazarite has met His doom ; " as the sun refused his shining, 
as the veil of the Temple was rent in twain, and as the people 
in terror smote upon their breasts, a voice from heaven seemed 
to proclaim again the words of John, ** Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world." And as I 
think of the cause of such tragic scenes, — namely, my sins, — 
my interest in Jesus seems to absorb every other feeling 
and thought : — 

" I stop, and gaze, and fall, and own 
Was never love like this." 

Jesus as the Lamb of God, Jesus as taking away the sin of 
the world, and Jesus as being beheld by us, are the three 
subjects my text asks me to write about, to all young folks 
who will read what I have to say. 

In almost the first instance in which we read of lambs in 
the Bible, reference is made to Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
The instance to which I refer presents one of the most 
important and natural pictures found in the Old Testament. 
Abraham was commanded by God to offer his only son 
Isaac in sacrifice, in a place God would reveal to him ; and, 
hard though the command appeared, we read, "Abraham 
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arose early in the morning and began his journey ; " he took 
the wood, the fire, and the knife. So Abraham and his son 
journeyed along, when all of a sudden Isaac said, ** My 
father, my father, behold the fire and the wood, but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering ? *' Isaac knew not of those 
words, which were like fire in the soul of his father, " Take 
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, and offer him." And 
then came the grand reply of the faith oi this obedient 
servant of the Most High, *'My son, God will provide 
Himself a lamb for a burnt offering." On the two journeyed 
till the place appointed was reached ; and now the wood is 
laid in order, Isaac is bound and placed thereon, the knife 
is uplifted, and just at the right moment the voice of the 
angel is heard, "Abraham, Abraham, lay not thine hand 
upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him." " And 
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind 
him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns ; and Abraham 
went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt 
offeripg in the stead of his son.'* God taught to Abraham, 
and through him to the world, a blessed truth, that He 
would provide a far better lamb than the one caught in the 
thicket ; and so John tells the Jews, eighteen hundred and 
ninety years after the words were uttered by Abraham, of 
the provision being made. " Here," said he, ** is Abraham's 
Lamb: behold Him." 

This offering of a lamb in sacrifice to God was kept 
up perpetually in the Mosaic economy. One was offered 
daily, morning and evening, in the Tabernacle, and after- 
wards in the Temple. Then we have the paschal lamb, 
offered with peculiar attention and publicity once every 
year. Such offerings were types of the Lamb provided 
by God. We remember the touching language of Isaiah 
in reference to Jesus, — " He was brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so 
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He openeth not His mouth." And then in the book of the 
Revelation, in those sublime views John has given us of 
heaven, how often Christ as the Lamb is the central figure. 

The multitudes which no man can number, clothed with 
white robes and palms in their hands, stand before the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. 

The figure of a lamb is very suggestive of the graces 
which dwell so richly in Jesus. And it has often been 
used to signify His patience, meekness, gentleness, as well 
as the purity of His character, and His great value, to our 
world. Now a word on one or two of these graces must 
suffice. 

Jesus, like a lamb, was innocent This is more than we 
can say of all men, or even of all boys and girls. Alas I 
alas ! they are guilty of many faults and sins. Christ 
was faultless, and without sin. A bad word He never 
uttered, an evil disposition He never showed, a wicked 
deed He never committed, — "He was without spot, and 
blameless." If all those people who suppose there was 
fault in Jesus would only examine Him aright, they would 
find one big fault ; but then, it would not be in Him : it 
would be the fault of supposing in Him, the Lamb of God, 
any fault at all. 

The lamb is also the emblem of patience. And was not 
Jesus full of this grace ? — never pevish or fretful, ^ngry or 
unkind ; passion could never obtain the mastery over Him ; 
and yet, how great the provocation He met, alike from evil 
men, from spiritual agencies, and even from the conduct of 
professed friends, as well as from the circumstances of His 
life ; but oh, how serene, how sweet, how calm ! No power 
could ruffle His soul, no wind could make in Him a storm ; 
all was the hush of calmness, and the holy sweetness of love. 

Then, Je^us as the Lamb of God was of infinite value. I 
am sure people might be of much greater value than they 
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often are. Some clothe their bodies far more elegantly and 
richly than they ever think to clothe their spirits ; and as for 
their purses, they are far heavier with gold than their cha- 
racters with grace; and if angels could only speak, they 
would say the <predit of all such is a great deal better in the 
bank of England than it is in the bank of heaven. If people 
would only try, how very valuable they might become ; all 
might pluck up thisdes and nettles, and sow wheat and plant 
roses ; might dry up tears, and cause beams of sunshine to 
abound, if they only would. If men were only imitators of 
Jesus, how valuable would they be to this dark, sorrowful, 
woe-stricken world. If a lamb was valuable as making its 
possessor so much the richer, how infinitely the richer is a 
poor sinner with than without Jesus. 

A lamb was of value because it could be presented in 
sacrifice to God. And so it is not until we accept of Jesus 
that we have an atonement to present for our sins ; but in 
Jesus we have one, ever acceptable and all-sufficient The 
foundation is valuable to the house, the keystone to the arch, 
the sun to our universe, and light to every man, woman, 
and child ; and Jesus is such to all who accept, who love 
and serve Him. If people only knew how rich they would 
become by accepting the Lamb of God, I can't think that 
so many would refuse to take Him. 

Jesus is God's Lamb, the Lamb of God's providing. Not 
all men, not all angels, not all created worlds could have 
found such a lamb ; God alone could, and He alone did. 

Then, He was the Lamb of His receiving, too. And if 
God accepted Abraham's ram, and the lambs oflfered in the 
Tabernacle and in the Temple, I am sure it was not likely 
that He would fail to receive the Lamb who was so much 
better than they all. 

Yes, the Father, for us men and for our salvation, re- 
ceived the sacrifice of Jesus, and by raising Him firom the 
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dead gave to men, angels, and devils a proof of such accep- 
tation that could not rationally be called in question. 

God has not only placed the Lamb so prominently forth 
in the Scriptures, but He has placed Jesus between Himself 
and us, so that if we are anxious to come to the Father we 
must come through Jesus. If we want to obtain any of the 
great blessings, as peace, pardon, strength, joy, heaven, 
which God alone can give, we must obtain them through 
Jesus. On earth as in heaven, the Lamb of God is the 
storehouse provided by God for all His needy people, the 
fountain of His love, the channel of all light and grace, of 
salvation here and of glory for evermore. Hence all His 
people join heart and voice, — 

** Hallelujah they cry to the Lamb of the sky, 
To the Lamb that was slain, and that liveth again, 
Hallelujah to God and the Lamb.'' 

I want now to direct attention to the second part of this 
subject — Jesus taketh away the sin of the world. There 
is a figure in the Old Testament that illustrates very 
clearly and very fully this idea of taking away sin. You 
find it in the sixteenth chapter of the book of Leviticus. 
Aaron's hands were to be placed upon the head of the 
scapegoat, — meaning that as his hands rested there, so 
likewise upon the goat rested the sins of all Israel. The 
goat was led into the wilderness, and then let go. I can 
see only one ground on which that sinless, unoffending 
goat could bear such a black load away as the sins of all 
Israel, and that is the ground of the Divine appointment. 
Had that appointment been made by man, it would have 
been a mockery, a snare, a delusion ; but when God made 
it, it conveyed to Israel a grand and blessed truth. 

Now what the scapegoat was to Israel Jesus is to the 
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whole race of man ; and if the value of the scapegoat arose 
from the Divine appointment, so Jesus has received an 
appointment equally valid. 

** The Lord in the day of His anger did lay 
Our sins on the Lamb, 
And He bore them away." 

" Taketh away.*' I have heard of a great many people 
bringing sin and causing sin, of some who have covered tbeir 
sins, and of not a few who have forsaken their sins ; but of 
no one but Jesus who taketh them away. Some people by 
their efforts prevent a great deal of sin, and others reduce 
sin, cause it to walk in great lameness instead of with great 
strength. And all honour to such workers for God and for 
man ; but not all of them put together can take it away. 

And then as a rule men are not at all anxious to take 
away, in the sense of burying them for ever, the sins of the 
world. Other things belonging to the world they are eager 
to bear away ; and under some of the burdens how they pant 
and groan, how they labour and sweat. What a load of 
pleasure some people are wishful to have — parties, balls, 
amusements of all kinds, till, with the frivolous round they 
grow quite dizzy. Others are groaning beneath a weight of 
gold, and still they cry " Give ! give ! " A man once told 
the writer that he was fearfully burdened with his wealth ; I 
at once offered to bear half his burden, but do you think he 
would part with it ? No, not to the weight of a feather. 

But whilst many are eager to bear away these and many 
other burdens, when did you hear of anyone being anxious 
to take away the burden of the world's sin ? Too black, too 
heavy, too terrible, too crushing, you say ; and so it was, for 
anyone but for Jesus the Lamb of God. 

Earth has no scales sufficiently strong in which to weigh 
this load, nor can all its measuring lines encircle it, and yet 



yESUS, THE LAMB OF GOD. 89 

from one or two points of vision we may try and fix our 
gaze upon the magnitude of that burden of guilt which 
Jesus bore away. The sins of one man constitute a burden 
intolerable to be borne ; listen to his groans, witness his 
tears, when he says, with Paul, ** Oh wretched man that I 
am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this death.'' 
But if one man's sins constitute such a load, what is the 
load occasioned by the sins of a town, a city, a nation, 
a generation ? And then, what the magnitude of the sins of 
the world, — of every man, woman, and child belonging to the 
fallen posterity of Adam ! And yet beneath this vast mass 
of iniquity Jesus was placed, and, oh blessed truth ! He bore 
it away. If you ask me whither He has taken it, I reply, ** I 
cannot tell, but it is as far as the east is from the west, — so 
far, that after such black enormities, such ungodly deformities, 
I am not in the least disposed to go." 

I wish people would think a great deal more than they 
do about this great and precious work of Jesus. Why, if a 
man should only come and remove all the filthy, miserable 
homes there are in, and which are a disgrace to, England, or 
should remove the thorns and thistles out of our pathway 
of life, or even remove from our cup all sour ingredients, 
I could not tell how many bonfires would be lit, how 
many bells rung, how many medals struck, and how many 
monuments raised in his honour, but I suspect a very 
great many. And then, could the man extend his doings to 
France and Italy, to Germany and Spain, to America and 
India, why, the whole world would sing his praise. But 
Jesus has done infinitely more : He has taken away the sin 
of the world. What is included in this I cannot fully say, 
but more than teachers ever taught or preachers ever 
preached, and more than books ever made known, or 
angel lips ever uttered. 

This brings to us heaven's love and God's favour, the 
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vast provision of grace, mercy, and peace through life, and 
afterwards the felicity of heaven ; all of which they who 
accept Jesus as their Sin-bearer most assuredly shall have. 

How very strange that some people should narrow and 
cramp, curtail and limit the mercy of God ; and wish us to 
believe that the utmost extent is not to be assigned to the 
work of Christ's sacrifice. If I could only drop from the 
Bible nearly every passage which has reference to the extent 
of the efficacy of Christ's death, and then, having entirely 
forgotten that such passages were ever in God's blessed 
Book, I were to meet a man or woman, a boy or girl, who 
had no sins to take away, I might come to their way of 
thinking ; but till I do I shall go on singing, — 

** The world He suffered to redeem, 
For all He hath the atonement made, 
For those that will not come to Him, 
The ransom of His life was paid." 

The Lamb of God is to be beheld. ** Behold," sajrs God. 
How often God adapts Himself to the ways and customs of 
men. If we have anything very important to communicate, 
and especially if we think people want arousing, so as to 
take notice we send round the bell-man, God has a 
great truth for us to observe, a grand sight for us to see ; 
and He knows our eyes are closed in sleep, and so He 
sends round the Gospel bell-man, and here he is in our 
text " Behold." Men often cry " Behold," but they have 
very little to show after all ; but God's performance is 
always better than His promise. Some showmen put up 
very grand pictures outside ; they cry, " Behold ! *' but when 
men get within they behold a cheat, a lie. Some trades- 
men cry, ** Behold : cheaper than ever : selling at below 
cost prices," and after their articles have been worn a little 
time, what does the customer behold but a costly bargain ? 
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Some people put, in very large type, ** Behold ! " on the 
cover of magazines and books \ but the five shillings' worth 
would have been dear at fivepence, only for the pictures, 
which pleased the children. Others, again, write " Behold ! '' 
on their scholastic premises \ but alas ! parents have a sad 
beholding when they find their children with a finished 
education, utterly unfit for the duties of life. 

Alas ! alas ! behind this word " behold " there's a great 
amount of roguery and cheating carried on from day to 
day. But God never cheats, and when God says " Behold," 
it is like the hymn which says, — 

** There's more and more, 
Ever more to follow. " 

This "behold" is one of heaven's magnifying glasses, 
and by it heavenly realities are enlarged and simplified 
for our understandings. Or, it is a card of invitation to 
one of heaven's royal banquets, or it is Hke an introduc- 
tion to a grand masterpiece. I think if our Sunday 
school teachers would only take up the "beholds " of Scrip- 
ture and study them, they might give a great many very 
interesting lessons. Or if the preacher would take them up 
in a series of discourses on a Sunday evening, the congre- 
gation would not be much more sleepy than it now is, and 
especially if he preached as though he meant us to behold 
all he said. I have heard preachers who have taken such 
texts, but some of them spoke as though they had neither 
power to awake others nor to keep themselves from sleep. 

There are some to whom God never has to say " Behold ! " 
never, for instance, to angels \ they are all too eager to gaze 
upon the Lamb of God, to be asked to be good enough to 
do so. Nor can I think that God has to ask " the spirits 
of just men made perfect '' to " behold the Lamb." Only 
imagine Abraham and Isaac being requested to look \ they, I 
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am sure, can never forget " Jehovah-jireh," the Lord will 
provide. 

Fancy, again, Moses or David, Isaiah or Daniel, being 
told in heaven to " Behold the Lamb." What a sight 
would be presented to the angels if the d3ring thief or 
Peter, or Mary or John, should have to be told to " Behold 
the Lamb." They f(N^et I nay, how can they, when here, 
through the mists and storms, the clouds and darknesses of 
earth, their joy was to catch glimpses of His countenance? 
Now they see Him £ace to face. 

It is only they who are of the earth earthy, whose eye- 
lids droop, and whose strength and diligence are small, it is 
only such that require God's bellman to rouse them up and 
ever to be urging upon them the duty of beholding. 

Some perhaps are anxious to ask a question or two. First, 
How am I to behold ? How ? why, by looking, to be sure. 
Not by giving a side glance, or by having a bird's-eye view : 
not so ; we must look just as we look at a mother's por- 
trait that we have not seen for years. We look and look till 
the big tears roll down our cheeks, and the lump rises in 
the throat, and through our blinding tears it looks as though 
the lips spake, and the eyes smiled upon us once more; 
aye, that's beholding if you please. Or we must behold 
just as we behold the sculptiured marble, or the model in 
wax. We gaze and gaze, till with fear and trembling we 
move forwards to ascertain by touch whether it be a living 
man or only his like. Or we should behold just as we 
should look over the contents of a will largely affecting us. 
We should read and re-read, till its every detail was mas- 
tered. 

This is the looking God wants, and which we must 
have. In the days of His flesh a great many looked upon 
Him who were not made one whit the better ; and it's just 
50 now. No, we must not fix upon Him the withering gaze 
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of scepticism, nor the contracted glance of prejudice, nor 
the cloudy look of doubt, nor the glaring look of malice or 
envy; but we must fix upon Jesus one great big look of 
pure, abiding, fervent love. This is the look the man 
" little of stature " gave, for effort and sacrifice were made 
in order to give it. " He ran and climbed into a sycamore 
tree, that he might see Jesus." This was the look the dying 
thief gave, — " Lord, remember me when Thou comest into 
Thy kingdom." Yes, it led him to prayer and faith in 
Jesus. 

Perhaps some are sapng, Where shall I look? Oil 
what part of His character, or person, or work, shall I fix 
my gaze ? I don't think it matters very much where you 
begin, for if you only begin aright, you will find the view 
so interesting and profitable, that you will be anxious to 
see and know the whole. If you begin with His birth, how 
can- you help going on to His death, burial, resurrection, 
and ascension ? And if you commence with His ascension, 
surely you will trace Him with a loving, grateful heart, until 
you hear the song of the angels, and find the young child 
Jesus. Strange that some can begin looking and then 
forget to look ; they begin in the spirit, but end in the flesh. 
Their epitaph is prepared, — " Looking back they were unfit 
for the kingdom of God." 

Whilst, however, I am to behold Jesus anywhere and, so 
far as I can, everywhere, it seems, from the bellman God 
has sent, that my gaze is to have special reference to Jesus 
as the Sin-bearer, as my atoning Lamb. And this, I think, 
is so because this view gives meaning, importance, and 
value to every other. It gives a charm to His every 
utterance, sheds a radiancy over all His works, -and seals to 
my heart and conscience the reality and blessedness of 
the mission He accomplished whilst on our earth. 

Such a beholding will teach me the justice and holiness 
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of God ; that to satisfy that justice, and to vindicate that 
holiness, His own Son must needs die. It shows me also 
the exceeding sinfuhiess of sin ; that its atonement could 
not be realized at a less sacrifice than the sacrifice, even 
unto death, of Jesus. 

Again, this beholding Christ the Lamb of God, declares 
to me, as it is not so declared elsewhere, the richness, the 
fulness, and the freeness of the mercy of God, — " He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things ? " 

And how this beholding, this hanging upon a crucified 
Jesus, will reveal to me the depth, the purity, and the mag- 
nitude of the love of Jesus to a poor sinner, — " that when 
we were without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly.'* 

O Thou precious Jesus, Lamb of God ! pardon my want 
of beholding Thee aright in the past, and by Thy grace help 
me now, henceforth and for ever, that I may see Thee as 
my only sacrifice, my only Saviour, and my only model ; that 
so I may be changed into the same image, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 

**Thou loving, aU-atoning Lamb, 
Thee — by Thy painful agony, 
Thy bloody sweat. Thy grief and shame, 
Thy cross, ahd passion on the tree, 
Thy precious death and life — I pray, 
Take all, take all my sins away ! " 



VI. 
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VI. 

" I am the good shepherd." — ^John x. 14. 

ANOTHER of the sweet utterances of Jesus about 
Himself. And how remarkably condescending and 
replete with wisdom all such utterances were; He never 
used the letter " I " in any eulogistic sense, but thoughts the 
most lowly, figures the most simple, and language the most 
easy of comprehension, were all brought into use by Jesus 
when instructing the world as to who and what He was, 
and the great work He came to accomplish. 

The Gospels would not be nearly so instructive, nor 
should we care to read them as we now do, if they were 
not so full of truths pertaining to the Redeemer. It is very 
pleasant to read of Joseph being exalted from a prison to a 
throne; of Daniel being safe and happy in the den of 
lions; and of Paul and Silas singing the praises of God 
when they were thrust into the inner prison, and their feet 
made fast in the stocks. But, after all, there are no truths 
so valuable, there is no reading so replete with wisdom, as 
we find in the Gospels ; and that, not because they tell of 
Scribes and Pharisees, or of earthly kings, but because they 
tell us so much about Jesus. 

I sometimes wonder why the world does not make 

1 
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more to-do about the men who wrote such books. If any 
man were now to write a book with half the wisdom in it, 
or half as valuable to millions of people as the Gospels 
are, I think many, many folks would almost go wild in 
singing their praises, who now think very little about 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John. Perhaps, however, it is 
quite right for the writers to be lost sight of in part ; God, 
for whom they wrote, and Jesus, of whom they wrote, and 
the Holy Ghost, by whose aid they wrote, will look after 
their honour ; and then, if Jesus is honoured by those who 
read their writings, the writers are abundantly recompensed. 

Some people have said, Why did not Jesus write about 
Himself? I can only give this answer just now: it was 
not the work He came to do. He came to teach, and to 
give in His life an example, to work miracles, suffer, 
bleed, die, rise again, arid then to return to His throne in 
glory. I can't think it was because He could not write, 
nor because He had not love enough to prompt Him to 
write had it been best for us \ but it was the work of God 
the Holy Ghost to write, or, what amounts to tlie same, tp 
prompt holy men to do it, and to be their guide in doing it 
So that now the world is better off than if Jesus had written, 
for we have not only the equality of all the Divine writings, 
but in the life of Jesus the testimony of two Divine Persons, 
— the Saviour living, and the Spirit bringing all things to 
our remembrance whatsoever He said or did. 

How kind and good of Jesus when He spoke of Himself 
to speak in such childlike language. And no writer has 
given to us more of such utterances than has the beloved 
disciple John. If we will accept a common sense interpre- 
tation of these utterances, we need not make any mistake. 
When, for instance, I see a piece of bread I know it is to be 
eaten, that if eaten it will nourish and strengthen my body; 
and so when Jesus says, " I am the bread of life," 1 know 
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that unless I partake of Him my spiritual being will languish, 
droop, and die. If I look upon a road, 1 feel quite sure that 
by walking in the same I shall in time get to its terminus ; 
looking, longing, thinking, dreaming, and seeing others walk 
therein will not bring me to its end, but walking step after 
step most assuredly will. And so, when Jesus says, " I am 
the way," I know He means simply this, that if I continue 
to walk in Him I shall at last reach heaven. 

However, it is not about Jesus as the door, or the way, 
or even about Jesus as the bread that came down from 
heaven, that I want to write to the young people, but about 
Jesus ^*the Good Shepherd." Yes, it is quite true; He said 
He was such, and neither about Himself nor about others 
did He ever make a single mistake. English boys and girls 
generally like to hear about sheep and shepherds, but I 
think Jewish boys and girls liked to hear about them even 
more. If we knew that our grandfathers, and great grand- 
fathers, hundreds and hundreds of years ago were very large 
owners of sheep, I think we should like to hear and know 
more than we now do. So we all know it was with the 
Jews. Abraham, Job, David, and many others, who are 
spoken of in the Old Testament, and whom the Jews de- 
lighted to read and to think about, had a great deal to 
do with flocks and herds. And it was to the Jews Jesus first 
said, " I am the Good Shepherd." 

How shall I talk to English boys and girls about Jesus 
the Good Shepherd ? I fear Jewish boys and girls (or only 
one here and another there) will not read what I have to 
say. I wish they would. In the first place I will write 
about His flock, and then about Him as the Good 
Shepherd, 

If the boys and girls who read this paper were to get 
up early some morning in spring, and take a walk among 
the Yorkshire hills, or on the downs in Sussex or Bedford- 
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shire, they would see hundreds and thousands of sheep, 
sheep belonging to diflferent flocks, and owned by different 
masters. Jesus has members of His flock not only in 
Sussex, in Yorkshire, and in Bedfordshire, but all the world 
over. In India and Africa, in China and Australia, in 
France and Germany, yes, all the world over, Jesus the 
Good Shepherd has His sheep scattered ; and yet, whilst so 
widely scattered, they are all in His fold. I- want to tell 
you five things about the flock owned by Jesus. 

In the first place, it is an exceedingly large one. If the 
boys in our school, helped by the girls, were to go on count- 
ing for a whole year, they would not count so many as there 
are in the flock of Christ. The patriarchs, some of them 
at any rate, had large flocks ; many of the farmers in England 
have many thousands of sheep ; but not all the farmers in Eng- 
land and all the patriarchs together, could number so many 
in their folds as Jesus can in His. Some people say that all 
who are baptized, whether as infants or adults, are in Christ's 
flock ; others, that all who take the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper thereby are admitted ; and some say, if you go to 
this or that church, and observe certain ceremonies, you are 
of the Lord's sheep. I have known baptized people very 
sinful, and communicants exceedingly wicked, and others 
who go the round of the churches are very little if any better 
than some who go to none at all ; so that if Jesus has not 
goats in His flock — ^and we know He has not — such people 
must have made very sad mistakes. I think I could find 
some of the Lord's sheep where there are no churches, and 
no sacraments administered ; so that these things are not 
absolutely essential. I know that where the service of the 
sanctuary and the sacraments are possible, God's people 
will lovingly attend and receive them ; but no such things 
can make us of His flock, in any saving and purifying sense. 

I believe that all who in their hearts sincerely love, and 
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who in their lives try to obey Jesus, are His sheep. It does 
not matter very much to what church they go, whether their 
clothing be fine or coarse, their purses full or empty, their 
skin white like ours, or olive colour, or like copper, or black 
as ebony. All who love and obey Jesus, wherever they are, 
must be in His fold ; and this is, I think, what the Good 
Shepherd meant when He said, " My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them and they follow Me." 

■ 

If, then, it is true that all who love and obey Jesus are 
His sheep, everybody must admit at once that His flock is 
very large indeed. I cannot tell how many millions of such 
there are in heaven, but ever since Abel went they have 
been going, and thousands of them are now joining the 
upper fold every day. 

And still millions are left behind : we meet with them in 
all churches and chapels, in Sunday schools, day schools, 
and families, in all quarters of the world, under all skies 
and in all places j so that I am quite right when I say that 
the flock of Jesus is larger than any sect of Christians, and 
larger than any flock possessed by any or by all the farmers 
in Great Britain put together. So large, that it consists of 
a multitude which no man can number. 

The second thing I want to say about the flock of Jesus 
is this : whilst it is of such large dimensions, it is increasing 
very rapidly. All other flocks are to decrease, but this is 
to increase from day to day. John said, " He must increase," 
and Isaiah had said, seven hundred years prior to His com- 
ing, " Of the increase of His government there shall be no 
end.'* Every new convert is an increase to the flock ; and 
what numbers are sometimes converted in a day I In the 
Acts we read of five thousand on one occasion, and on 
another " of multitudes of men being obedient to the 
faith." And missionaries have spoken of whole tribes cast- 
ing away their idols, renouncing their horrid customs, and 
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of their accepting Jesus. And so the prophecy reads, " And 
men shall be blessed in Him; all nations shall call Him 
blessed." 

I cannot wonder that this flock increases so rapidly; I 
think it ought to increase more than it does, when I call 
to remembrance the many agencies ever at work to enlarge 
it Every Bible, every Gospel tract, and all good books ; 
every building consecrated to God, whether churches, 
chapels, or schools ; every Christian minister and teacher, 
every converted father and mother, as well as Jesus Him- 
self, the Holy Ghost, and all the angels, — all these powers 
are seeking to enlarge the flock of Christ What a grand 
thing it would be if everybody who knew of Christ's fold 
would go the right way to work to get into it. And then 
when in, how they would blame themselves for stopping, 
feeding on death, in the wilderness so long. 

Christ's sheep, in the third place, are very much alike. 
Perhaps you say sheep always are. But none are more 
alike than those owned by Jesus ; just as we can tell wolves, 
goats, and lions from sheep, so we can tell who are Christ's 
and who are not. When we hear a man roar and look ready 
to devour like a lion, or see a person greedy and ravenous 
like a wolf, or even a girl ready to catch, tear, and slay 
like a cat, no one need tell us that they are not of the fold 
of Jesus ; if they were they would be utterly ashamed of 
such deeds. The Good Shepherd teaches His people to 
try and resemble each other. Branches growing from the 
same vine are very much alike ; some are longer, stronger, 
thicker, and even more fruitful than others; but they 
are very much alike notwithstanding; and so Jesus says, 
" I am the vine, ye are the branches." Stones in a building 
may occupy different positions, some may be larger than 
others, and some more exquisitely polished than others, but 
stones are much alike ; and so Christ's people are " living 
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Stones in a living temple." Sheep are much alike in colour ; 
Jesus says, " If I wash thee not thou hast no part with me." 
Sheep are much alike in disposition, and so the people of 
God are to be spiritually minded. " Now if any man have 
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His." 

And then, not to keep you too long on this part, sheep 
are much alike in the treatment they require ; none can do 
without a shepherd's care. And so neither our wisdom, 
wealth, zeal, experience, nor anything else we may possibly 
possess, can enable us to do without our Shepherd's love. 

Now the fourth thing I want to say about the Lord's 
sheep is something we must always try and remember; if 
we have it, it will be a grand fortune for us. Here it is : all 
the Lord's people must bear His mark. What strange marks 
farmers put upon their sheep sometimes ; one man puts a 
circle, another a cross, here one puts the figure of the sun, 
and there another the initial letter in his own name. The 
custom of marking sheep is very ancient. Perhaps David 
had the figure of a harp upon his, and Abraham the letter A, 
and Lot the letter L. 

Jesus Christ has no sheep in His fold who have 
not His mark on them. Some have got the mark in 
greater boldness than others, but the porter can readily 
detect it, however faint it may be. Why, if a great king, 
with a crown of gold upon his head, and abundance of 
wealth in his pockets, were to wish to go in without the 
mark, the porter would turn him away; but if a poor, 
trembling, afflicted, poverty-stricken, foot-sore prodigal, 
without a copper in his pocket, should come and could 
show this mark, the porter would throw wide open the 
gate, and would take him by the hand and say, " Welcome, 
in the name of the Good Shepherd." 

Oh, I wonder what this mark can be. I will try and tell 
you, in the first place, what it is not, and then what it is. 
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It is not being a member of the Church of England, not 
being a member of an Independent, or Baptist, or a 
Methodist Church ; no, it is quite pK)ssible to have the marks 
of such Churches, and yet not to have the Ix)rd's mark. 

It would take a very long time to describe fully what this 
mark is ; there are two words used by John which in all 
their loveliness encircle it, — "Like Him." Yes, that is it, 
like Jesus. And we cannot be like Him but by being bora 
again. Oh, how many try to make marks of their own, but 
the porter detects all false ones at once. Some put on the 
mark Morality, others the mark Liberality, some come with 
the ticket Good Resolution, and others with Fastings, Pen- 
ances, Prayers, and I know not what beside ; but the porter 
says to all who come, just the same homely simple words, 
" Ye must be bom again.*' And Paul, from the inside of 
the fold, cries out, " Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost" 

The fifth and the last thing I want to say about Christ's 
flock, before I go on to talk about the Shepherd, is this : it 
is a very loving flock. Members of the same family, fathers 
and mothers, brothers and sisters, ought to be very loving, 
but the sheep of Christ's flock even more. Boys and girls 
who attend the same school, people who attend the same 
house of prayer, ought to be kind, gentle, and lovinig to 
each other, but Christ's flock is to be the most loving one 
in the world. But, say some, what of those members of 
this flock who have been full of hatred and envy, and who 
have persecuted to death other members of it ? Yes, it's 
very sad to remember there have been such, but I cannot 
think they were of this flock ; they were the wolves of whom 
Christ spake when He said, " They shall come in sheep's 
clothing.'' They had not the mark of which we have 
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spoken ; they were like their father the devil, and not like 
Jesus, and so they were none of His. 

Now the Good Shepherd commands love among His 
people, — " A new commandment give I unto you, that ye 
love one another"; "By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye love one another." And so full of 
this love are we to be that it will cause us to say, " We 
love Him because He first loved us," and, " We know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren." If all the Lord's people were only so filled with 
this love as that in them not a corner should be occupied 
by anything else, what a Church we should have ; its sanctity, 
its happiness, its glory, and its prosperity could not be told. 
And in such a fold angels would see new cause for joy, and 
the Good Shepherd would experience a rapture, a bliss, 
unknown even in His experience. 

Having told you five things about the fold, J shall now 
try and write to you of five things about the Shepherd. 
We might write to you of fifty, and then not tell all, but 
we must be content with only five. And yet I think the 
five to which 1 shall direct attention will prove abundantly 
Christ's right to be called "the Good Shepherd." Now 
let us ask what a good shepherd is. Vigilant, patient, 
strong, able to find plenty of pasture, and ever willing to go 
after any that may be lost. These are the points in the 
character^of the Good Shepherd I want all young people to 
know about. 

Vigilance means to be wide awake and watchful. A good 
many people are wide awake, but they are not watchful, 
and so with their eyes quite open they fall into pits and 
bogs. The good shepherd has not only got his eyes open, 
but he ever uses them aright. A farmer in our parish the 
other night had some of his lambs worried by a vicious, 
prowling dog, and that whilst the shepherd was fast 



io6 JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

asleep. Jesus, our Shepherd, never sleeps. No dog, nor 
wolf, can get near to do hurt to His people without His 
knowledge. The wolf got very near to Peter once ; Peter 
didn't see him as he came sneaking along, but Jesus did, 
and so He warned him, " Simon ! Simon ! Satan hath desired 
to have thee, that he may sift thee as wheat." It does not 
matter when, how, or where the wolf comes ; our Shepherd 
always knows, and warning His sheep He says, " Resist 
the devil and he will flee from you." I would as soon sec 
I soldier on duty asleep as a shepherd who was pretending 
to guard his flock, and especially if the flock were exposed 
to danger, as was the case in Eastern countries j both alike 
would merit a severe flogging, and both alike be unworthy 
f their trust. " He that keepeth Israel will neither slumber 
nor sleep." 

The second thing to be observed about this Shepherd is 
His patience. I think if we were to see a shepherd very 
furious, full of anger and cruelty, we should think the man 
had made a great mistake in his calling ; I would give such 
a man a recommendation any day to a menagerie, that he 
might show his skill in taming lions and tigers. A man to 
fulfil the office of a shepherd well can hardly have too much 
patience ; and much as he may have, it will I daresay be 
sorely tried. So it was with Jesus the Good Shepherd, and 
yet in all the trials of His life His patience never left Him, 
and what He was He now is — all-perfect in patience. 

If Jesus were not so remarkable for His patience, I think a 
goodly number of us would have to leave His fold, who are 
now suffered to remain within it How many are constantly 
complaining of their sickliness, when, did they adopt the 
Shepherd's will, they would become healthy and strong. 
How many cry out, "Oh my leanness !" when, if they would 
submit to His rule, they would become very fruitful. I 
Jiave known people to remain in His fold twenty, forty, 
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or even sixty years, but poor, lame, dwarfish, ill-fed crea- 
tures all the time, and yet the Shepherd has never got 
angry with or used them unkindly ; during all those long 
years He has sought to feed and strengthen them, that they 
might become perfect in grace. Under shepherds are some- 
times apt to show a destitution of this grace, but the Good 
Shepherd never. Perhaps if those who profess to be 
shepherds under the Master's guidance would only re- 
member more fully His patience, the dark cloud would not 
so often be seen, the little red-hot word would not jump 
out quite so frequently, nor would the lambs have such 
need to tremble as now. 

Who was it told us what the third thing in a good shep- 
herd should be ? Susan Smart ; yes, and a smart reply she 
gave. A shepherd must be strong. It matters little how 
vigilant or how patient he may be \ if he have not strength 
Farmer Smith will tell you he can't entrust his sheep to his 
care.. 

If a person were to tell me that he possessed extraordinary 
strength, I should say, ** Well, what can you do ? *' and if he 
proved to me that he could slay a lion or a bear, overcome 
a giant, or keep back a multitude of foes, I should say such 
strength he certainly had. And yet, if we think aright about 
the Good Shepherd, we shall find that He possesses strength 
far more extraordinary. Look at what He has done, and 
is doing ; He made the mountains and the valleys, the sun, 
moon, and stars, and now He sustains all things, — " He up- 
holdeth all things by the word of His power ; and He is 
before all things, and by Him all things consist." So strong 
is He that with His breath He breaketh the strong cedars, 
and dasheth the ships in pieces. "All power," says He, 
" is given unto me in heaven and in earth." So strong is 
the Good Shepherd that no thought can measure and no 
language express its vastness. And how in the history of 
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some of His sheep He has put forth His power and de- 
livered them from all their foes. 

One of His sheep, a great many years ago, was cast 
into a den of hungry roaring lions, and with His great 
strength the Good Shepherd went right into the den and 
locked up every lion's mouth. Three of His sheep were 
cast, alive and bound, into a furnace of fire, just because 
they would not do as a lot of silly goats were doing; but the 
moment they got into the furnace they found the Shepherd 
was there before them, and by His great strength He had 
completely extracted all power to burn His sheep, so much 
so that not the smell of fire passed upon them. 

And such power Jesus the Good Shepherd has often put 
forth. Missionaries, confessors, exiles, and martyrs, in prison, 
or on the rack, when given to wild beasts, and enduring 
punishments too horrid to dwell upon, have experienced 
His power. 

** They have clapped their hands amidst the flamCt 
And glory given to Jesu's name." 

So strong is the Good Shepherd that millions in heaven 
are glad to confess that on earth He gave them all needful 
good, and now they hunger no more, they thirst no more ; 
the Good Shepherd fills up every want 

** He that on the throne doth reign. 
Them the Lamb shall always feed, 
With the tree of life sustain, 
To the living fountains lead." 

« 

The fourth qualification for a Good Shepherd is ability 
to find for His flock plenty of good provision. I am sure 
all ministers, teachers, and angels combined, would be 
at a sad loss if they had to provide for all the sheep in 
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Christ's fold. No cathedral, however splendid its architec- 
ture, however imposing its service, however eloquent its 
ministers, and no Methodist class-meeting, however well 
conducted, if Jesus the Good Shepherd be absent can find 
I)astiu-e either for sheep or lambs. 

And then, what variety, as well as quantity, does the fold 
of Jesus need. And Jesus knows where the fountain of 
many streams is, and where grows the tree bearing twelve 
manner of fruits, and which yields her fruit every month. 
And of this provision we sing, — 

" Its streams the whole creation reach, 
So plenteous is the store ; 
Enough for all, enough for each, 
Enough for evermore. '* 

* 

Then there is this peculiarity about the provision given 
by Jesus, — giving never decreases the stock, can never empty 
the storehouse. If Farmer Brown gives hay or turnips to 
his sheep, taking from leaves so much the less ; but not so 
in grace, and hence there cannot be any fear of scarcity or 
famine. 

And then, how variously the Good Shepherd feeds His 
flock. Sometimes it is wrapped up in a silken or even a 
golden covering, but oftener still it comes in bitters; the 
bones of poverty, the frosts of winter, the afflictions and 
disappointments of life, often contain food nutritious and 
strengthening. 

And then we do well to remember that the Good Shep- 
herd never makes a mistake with regard to the quality or 
quantity of our food. No one can wonder, then, that His 
people should say, " Evermore give us this bread.** 

And what has been the experience of those who have been 
fed by Jesus ? David said, " He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures, He leadeth me beside the still waters"; 
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Isaiah said, " It is a feast of fat things " ; Solomon, " He led 
me to the banqueting house, and His banner over me was 
love " ; Paul, " He giveth more grace " ; John, " Of His 
fulness have we all received, and grace for grace." So that 
all in Christ's fold may sing with the utmost confidence,— 

" My Shepherd will supply my need ; 
Jehovah is His name ; 
In pastures fresh He makes me feed 
Beside the living stream." 

We come now to consider the last particular, — a good 
shepherd will always go after any sheep or lamb that may 
have strayed. 

Jesus has taught us to expect this in Him, — " For will not 
he leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 
that which is lost ? And when he findeth it, he layeth it on 
his shoulders rejoicing." 

How strange it is that from a fold so well cared for, so 
well stocked with provisions, and so well protected, — how 
strange that any should go astray. Yet so it is ; lambs and 
sheep alike get on to the mountains of sin and barrenness. 
If we were to see sheep leaving a good fold for the cold- 
ness, sterility, and danger of a desert, we should say, "0 
foolish sheep, go back, or you will be devoured by the 
wolves that abound ; " and so when we see people leaving 
the fold of Jesus, we should cry, " Go back ! go back ! or 
the wolf of hell will have you.*' 

I can't think how it is so many leave the Church of 
Christ for the wilderness, the fold of God for the fold of the 
devil. They confess they are going from the path of light 
and joy to that of darkness and woe, from the service of 
liberty to that of slavery, from feasting to a famine; and 
yet what thousands leave the fold. Why, in every footprint 
it needs no magnifying glass to enable us to read the word 
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** folly; ** and the further they go, the more conspicuous the 
word becomes. 

Let me give you the history of one silly little lamb. In 
the fold it had good shelter, plenty of food, and ample 
protection ; but, silly creature, it saw the hills and the 
mountains far away, and thought how much happier it 
would be if able to reach them, and so, when the shepherd 
had his attention fixed elsewhere, away started this lamb. 
And as it went, the sun was shining, birds were singing, and 
the flowers appeared so gay on either hand. " How happy and 
free I** thought the lamb, and on and on it went. And now 
night came on, the lamb lost its path ; it got intensely dark, 
the lamb began to tremble exceedingly ; soon an angry roar 
was heard, and from a hedge two glaring eyes were fixed 
upon the lamb, and in a moment the lamb was in the power 
of the wolf. But at that very time the shepherd came up, 
led by the cries he heard, and with one blow knocked down 
the wolf and delivered the lamb. 

Jesus is this good shepherd, and oh how many stray sheep 
and lambs He goes after ! One He finds in the wilderness, 
stung by that old serpent the devil. Another He finds choked 
with the deceitfulness of this hfe ; here one bleeding because 
torn by some lion of hell, and there another intoxicated with 
the cup of worldly pleasure : and finding them He gathers 
them in His arms, and carries them in His bosom. 

Alas ! alas ! some madly refuse to come back when the 
Good Shepherd invites. I wish that all the dear boys and 
girls who are folded in our Sabbath-schools, or in the 
Christian homes of this Old England of ours, were all folded 
in Christ's true fold. I am sure there's room and provision 
enough for all, and the Good Shepherd is anxious to take all 
under His protection and care. 

O Thou, the Good Shepherd, pity me in the wilderness 
of sin, surrounded as I am with many dangers, and exposed 
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to many foes. Give me Thy heavenly grace, that I may be 
brought to love and serve Thee with all my powers, that so 
I may be a member of Thy true fold nov<r and evermore. 
And let all who are within the fold say, — 

** Thou Shepherd of Israel, and mine, 
The joy and desire of my heart, 
For closer communion I pine, 
I long to reside where Thou art : 
The pasture I languish to find 
Where all who their Shepherd obey. 
Are fed, on Thy bosom reclined. 
And screen'd from the heat of the day." 
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VII. 
Part I. 

" Another king, one Jesus.** — Acts xvii. 7. 

WHAT a blank would be produced in our world if a 
huge bonfire should be lit, and should consume, in 
one grand conflagration, all we know about all the kings and 
queens that have ever lived. Multitudes, sitting by the 
ashes, would, I feel sure, sigh and wail very bitterly. Almost 
all writers, and a very great number of speakers, have a 
great deal to say about monarchs ; and no wonder, because 
many like to read and hear about them. This is espe- 
cially true in reference to young people; how eager they 
are to know about crowned heads. Stories about kings 
and queens have in all countries been very popular with 
boys and girls, and until our nature undergoes a powerful 
change, I suppose such will continue to be the case. 

We are not to suppose that all kings and queens in the past 
have been, like our own good Queen Victoria, virtuous and 
wise ; a very good thing would it have been for the world if 
they had. Many were full of injustice, and ruled the people 
with an iron hand ; others were impure and licentious, and 
some quite tyrannical. What we know of such kings and 
queens ought to make us very grateful that we live under a 
reign characterized by virtue and goodness. 
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I should not like the boys and girls who read this 
address to suppose that there are not any kings or queens 
but such as wear golden crowns, or who live in magnificent 
palaces, and have heaps of money. There are a vast num- 
ber beside such ; and some of these other monarchs perhaps 
never saw a crown, or even the outside of a mansion, but 
they have been quite as royal as any who have been called 
by great names. If a boy only does what is right, conquers 
all sin, serves and loves God, depend upon it, he is a king. 
If a girl is gentle, wise, pure, and attentive to the duties of 
her position, I am sure she has graces which make her 
quite queenly, although robes of state and coronet of gems 
she may never gaze upon. True kingship is victory over all 
evil, and a loving, loyal, and constant adherence to right. 

History, the knowledge of which all boys and girls 
should have a good share, will soon remind us of many 
who, although they never handled a sceptre of earthly 
monarchy, handled one more sacred and undying. I don't 
know of any science, from the science of geology right up 
to the science of astronomy ; from the science of the sledge 
hammer to the most tender, delicate touch of the musician ; 
from the worth of agriculture to the beauty of painting, — ^but 
in the whole of which kings and queens have^been seen. 

Kingly qualities have often been developed by the ordinary 
trades of life ; the forge, the mine, the factory, the ship, 
the fortress, the bank, and the field, have all adduced their 
royal personages. 

The walks of literature have produced many ; the poetic, 
the philosophic, the theoretic, the practical, the scholastic, 
the divine, the legal, and many, many more, have given 
evidence of men possessing qualities entitling them to take 
highest rank. So that in the history of the world we have 
had more kings and queens without crowns and sceptres 
than with. 
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If I could only get all the royal persons together who 
have ever lived, say in St. Paul's in London, or in 
some other place large enough to contain them ; and 
it was my duty to preach to them, I think, if I did not 
preach just in the same way as I want to preach to the 
boys and girls, I should take the words which are at the 
head of this paper, " There is another king, one Jesus." I 
must remember, however, that I am not going to talk to 
the big, but to the little ones ; not to those who have made 
their mark in the world's history, but to such as have that 
mark to make. 

There are not many reasons to be found why those who 
are so very fond of hearing about other kings should not 
be equally pleased to hear about King Jesus. There are a 
few, I know. If, for instance, a boy says he likes to read 
about kings who were ferocious and cruel, more like tigers 
than men ; or if another should say, " Let me read of those 
who were lawless, did just as they were inclined, slept, 
played, gambled, all just as they pleased ; " or if a third 
should say, " I like to read of kings who made people fight 
bloody battles," — ^now I think these will not find very much 
satisfaction in reading about Jesus ; certainly not for the 
reasons they like to read about other kings will ttiey like to 
read about King Jesus. 

The reasons why we should be eager to read about Jesus 
as king are very numerous. There is one, I think, which ought 
to be placed in the very front, and it is this — our sources of 
information are quite true ; we may be certain that we are 
being informed correctly. I think we cannot always be quite 
sure of this, when we read about other kings. I hope most 
sincerely that some of the monsters of whom we read in 
history were not quite so black as they have been repre- 
sented, or that there were circumstances of a moderating 
character, of which history is silent; and perhaps those 
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who are held up as models of virtue and grace, paragons of 
all excellence, perhaps they were not quite so worthy as 
they seem to be. At any rate, in reference to both kinds, the 
very good and the very bad, I think I am entitled to enter- 
tain doubt. 

Not so when we read in the Bible about King Jesus. 
Here, our sources of knowledge are pure as the daylight, oi 
as water from a spring. The writers of the Bible were not 
liable to mistake and ignorance, as all writers of histoiy 
must ever be. 

A king is one who is ever able to show that he occupies 
the throne on the ground of right. Some of tlie worst 
characters in history have been men of grasp and greed, 
usurpers of the rights of others. In our own land, years 
gone past, the crown was the subject of bitter dispute, and 
of all the horrors of a long bloody war. And it has been 
much the same in the history of all nations. Ambition has 
led often to conspiracy, and conspiracy has on several 
occasions succeeded, alas ! too well ; but no usurper can 
satisfy us of his right to be a king. 

The Lord Jesus is King on the ground of right; right 
absolute and eternal. He had the right of the Father's 
appointment. We do not question the right of Moses 
to the leadership of ancient Israel, or of David to Israel's 
throne, or of St. Paul to the apostleship. Why? Simply 
because they received, as is clear to all, their office 
from God. And it is quite as certain that Jesus re- 
ceived kingship from the same power. The Father 
has given to Jesus to occupy the most exalted position, 
to discharge the most important duties, and to bear 
the highest honours in the whole universe. And of this 
He has caused universal proclamation to be made, "Yet 
have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion." What, 
you ask, is the chaff to the wheat? What the dross 
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to the fine gold ? What the stars to the sun ? Just what 
kings of the earth are as compared to Jesus ; and so John 
in the Apocalypse writes of Jesus, " For He is Lord of 
lords, and King of kings." 

Jesus, again, is King because of His perfect qualifications 
for the regal position. This is a great deal more than can 
be said about all kings. If we were to put them through 
an examination of personal qualification, a goodly number 
would, I think, fail entirely, or come through with but 
limited praise. Some could show qualification for the 
chase, the battle, the carnival ; others for the opera, the 
civic entertainment, or the play ; but of real, meritorious, 
personal qualification for the throne, I fear many would 
come short. 

But what qualification can be necessary for kingship 
which Jesus possessed not in absolute perfection ? If ex- 
perience and knowledge, if tenderness and power, if majesty 
and condescension, if dignity and humility, if wisdom and 
wealth, and if royal lineage and great personal virtues, can 
show qualification for government, then Jesus has such 
qualification without limit. " It pleased the Father that 
in Him should all fulness dwell." Not Moses with his 
fidelity, nor David with his goodness, not Solomon with his 
wisdom and wealth, nor all the kings of modem times, no, 
nor all the kings that have ever lived, could possibly show 
such qualifications to wear a crown and to sway a sceptre 
as this other King, " one Jesus." 

A king is one who has the hearty approval, the loyal 
good-will of his subjects. No king ever yet had the firee, 
intelligent good-will of his people so fully accorded him 
as has Jesus. Convene a meeting of all His subjects — take 
the ballot, if you will — to-morrow ; not any of the crowned 
heads of Europe, not the Pope of Rome, nor even our own 
beloved Queen, would secure one vote from the subjects of 
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Jesus, in opposition to His monarchy. Every voter would 
say, "Jesus only, our King.'* His subjects do not even 
wish for a change of ministry, for they know that under 
Christ's guidance the ministry is the best, and so with 
voice and heart they shout, " Live for ever, wondrous 
King ! " Until we can meet with a person who can produce 
as clearly heaven's authority for his sovereignty, the quali- 
fications so many and perfect, and the free hearty and 
intelligent choice of his subjects as can Jesus, we must 
remember that, in vast superiority to all crowned heads we 
can read about or think of, " there is another King, one 
Jesus." How wicked and mean those people are who try 
to overthrow the empire of Jesus, or who seek to rob Him 
of His rights as King. 

I should not like to be the person who would, either by 
open rebellion or by secret intrigue, defraud our Queen ot 
any of her rights ; and I think it is even worse on the part 
of man, whether he be an infidel, a priest, or a pope, under 
any pretence whatsoever, to take from the brow of Jesus any 
of His laurels. Rather would I stand in the Temple of 
old, and say, with David and the musicians, " Give the king 
thy judgments, O God, and Thy righteousness unto the 
king's son." 

A king, again, is one who issues law to his people, and 
who maintains respect for and obedience to the law he 
issues. 

Perhaps most of us have read some royal proclamation 
affixed to the church or the court-house door, and that 
proclamation, properly sealed and signed, has made known 
the will of the monarch, the law of the land. I think the 
proclamation in question would not go far with a great 
many people if, when they read it, they were to be told, on 
reliable authority, that the monarch does just the opposite 
to what is commanded. I think, with a very significant 
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nod, or shrug of the shoulders, many would pass on and 
take no further notice of what they had read. 

King Jesus has issued many, many proclamations, He 
has revealed His royal will. He began to issue proclama- 
tions six thousand years ago, and then, through patriarch and 
prophet, through priest and king, He continued to make 
known His law, until He appeared on our earth to give an 
all-perfect knowledge to His people. And by preserving 
His Gospel in the world, He continues to make known 
these royal proclamations. And none can question the 
deep respect Jesus entertained for all the laws He revealed, 
and the perfect obedience He has rendered to the same. 
What He commanded others to do, He Himself has done ; 
what He said others were to be. He Himself was. " He 
hath fulfilled the law.'* " He became obedient unto death." 
" He was holy, harmless, and undefiled." 

We may sometimes question the wisdom and the equality 
of laws issued by Councils of State, or even by Churches, 
but we need not question the wisdom and the equality of 
the laws of Jesus. If they, in their observance, relate to 
God, they are termed " godly ; ** if to our fellow-creatures, 
they are termed " righteous ; " and if their reference is 
personal, they are called " sobriety." And each law is at- 
tested by the infallibility, not of Popes or Councils, but by 
the infallibility of God. 

What mighty contrasts exist between the laws issued by 
earthly sovereigns and those proclaimed by Jesus. Human 
laws affect nations ; Divine laws are for and affect everybody. 
Human laws have to be altered to suit altered circum- 
stances, but "one jot or one tittle of His word shall not fail" 
They who disobey human authority often escape detection 
and punishment ; they are artful, shrewd, deceptive : but 
none can be so artful, so shrewd, or so deceptive as to 
escape the authority of Divine Justice. Some who have to 
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carry into effect 6r to pronounce the sentence due to 
transgression here, make sad mistakes ; but King Jesus 
in carrying out the sentence of the law will be without 
possibility of error. 

Laws here have been founded in error; Christ's are 
every one of them founded in eternal truth. Laws are 
frequently hard to interpret correctly, and men of plain, 
simple minds, as well as astute lawyers, have made mistakes. 
Christ's laws are all easy, simple, and plain. If these things 
are so — and who can question them — ^what gems of purest 
rays, what pearls of rarest price, and what mines of inex- 
haustible treasures, are found in connection with the laws 
unfolded by Jesus. I don't wonder that we are called to 
pray, ** Write all these Thy laws in our hearts, we beseech 
Thee." 

David said these laws were " pure, enlightening the 
eyes," " right, rejoicing the heart," " perfect, converting 
the soul," and " sure, making wise the simple." Laws, 
then, which are pure, right, perfect, and sure ought to be 
joyfully obeyed by everybody. And yet, strange as it may 
seem, these are the very laws which men neglect and shun 
and hate. Wise are those boys and girls who do with the 
laws of Jesus just what David did with the word of God : — 
" Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin 
against Thee." 

Further, we must remember a king is one who has power 
to enforce his will ; a fine king would he be whom no one 
would obey, and of whose authority no one need stand in 
fear. No king, however large his army, or however great 
his power, no king ever had the might that Jesus has. 
Some seem to think that because Jesus does not put forth 
His energy and make people obey, or punish them for dis- 
obeying, it is because He cannot. Never were any people 
more mistaken. Christ's arm is not paralysed, His power 
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cannot be diminished ; all power is His, and all He does is to 
hold it back for a little season, that His mercy may bring the 
obstinate to repentance and obedience. If, however, His 
mercy should fail, a time will come when the disobedient 
will feel the fulness of His power, for His enemies are to be 
slain before Him. 

If I were to ask how kings and queens enforce their 
will, boys could give answers. " By their civil servants/' 
"and if necessary the troops must be called out." And 
it is just the same with Jesus; He tries the milder 
methods first, talks to the disobedient of His love, truth, 
grace, and of the great blessings they will gain by ac- 
knowledging His authority ; and if men will not be per- 
suaded by such things, then He will by-and-by call out 
His troops. Who can stand in battle against Him? A 
very small army with Jesus as Captain can accomplish 
what the largest army in the world without Him cannot. 
Yes, one of His soldiers shall chase a thousand, and two 
shall put ten thousand to flight. Then we must remember 
that for King Jesus the stars, locusts, caterpillars, pestilence, 
famine, dearth, and many other giant powers, are all glad 
to figlit. And then there are the elements, the angels, and 
even the cunning and craftiness of man. All these may 
be in the service of King Jesus, and made to enforce His 
authority. 

David, in the second Psalm, gives a strikingly grand 
picture of the power of King Jesus. He represents the rulers 
of the earth " as taking counsel together against the Lord, 
and against His anointed, saying, Let us break their bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from us." But it is as 
though David said, "The might of their impudence and 
the greatness of their resolves are only as broken straws. 
For He (that is, Jesus) shall break them like a rod of iron, 
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.*' 
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Oh, if a word from Jesus could wither a fig tree, if a 
touch of His finger could give eyesight to the blind, if the 
hem of His garment could afford virtue enough to heal a 
woman who for twelve years had had an incurable disease, 
nay, if His word could make the dead live, there cannot by 
any possibility be in this king any lack of power. And 
then, see how His power is seen in all those who heartily 
and sincerely obey His commands. They love God and 
hate sin; they trample on vice and covet virtue; they 
overcome the world and prepare for heaven ; they conquer 
Satan and are loyal to Jesus : and the one simple yet suffi- 
cient reason why such mighty works show forth themselves 
in the people of God is this, " Christ dwells in their hearts 
by faith." 

What a fearful hazard, then, all those are living in who 
know the will of this King Jesus, and who yet seek not 
to comply with the same. I wish I could drop into their 
hearts some words of warning that might arouse and alarm 
them. " O children of Israel, fight ye not against the 
Lord God of your fathers, for ye shall not prosper." 
"Woe," says Isaiah, **unto him that striveth with his 
Maker." ** Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him." 

A king is one who has a large retinue of illustrious 
persons. Boys and girls who have read ancient history, 
and who have thought about what they have read, have 
often wished they could see such processions now as were 
seen in ancient times. 

In the procession there was to be seen, not only the 
victor crowned with the laurels of victory, the soldiers 
who had showed such daring, and who had contributed 
so much to success, but there the men, the captains, and 
the generals who had lost the battle, and frequently the 
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spoils of war, were exhibited also, to add splendour to the 
triumphal throng. And multitudes of people would greet 
and feast the conqueror, with loud and long acclaim. And 
in modem times, when royal persons have gone forth to 
battle, or to visit foreign parts, or when they have opened 
Parliament, or done any other service of a national character, 
there has been in the retinue of the sovereign some of the 
most noble of our land, for wealth, dignity, and renown. 
And what toil will men endure, what sacrifice will men 
make, what money will they spend, and what ease will 
they forego, if they may but have position, and take part in 
a royal procession. 

Now I want to show the young folks that the retinue 
King Jesus has, and will have, will far surpass anything 
of the sort ever seen upon our earth ; and that the per- 
sons found in it will surpass, for wisdom, culture, and 
dignity, all found in processions, however large or however 
royal. You may search among the annals of ancient Rome 
and Greece, of Nineveh and Babylon, of Carthage and 
Athens ; you may mark their men of renown — warriors, 
sages, philosophers, poets, and all besides ; you may come 
to modem Rome, and witness the grand processions of 
Popes and Cardinals, Bishops and Priests, with vestments, 
candles, ornaments and robes; or you can come to the 
courts and customs of the cities and states of Europe, — 
of England, France, and Germany, of Italy, Austria, and 
all the Russias. And now, from all these sources, you 
may picture a retinue, a procession ; and I think I shall be 
able to make it plain that the retinue of King Jesus is one 
which entirely eclipses, which at once puts this and every 
other retinue in the shade. 

I scarcely know where to begin in attempting to describe 
Christ's royal retinue. Abel is not far from the commence- 
ment of it ; but instead of his having on his temples the 
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mark of the murderer's club, there sits, in all its beauty 
and loveliness, the crown of life. And looks he not as 
fresh, vigorous, and beautiful, as on the morning when he 
went forth to his allotted task ? Yes, Abel, the first to die 
for righteousness* sake, does well to head this retinue. 

Noah will be not far from the beginning. I don't 
know whether he has with him a model of the Ark, but 
I am sure he carries the consequences of its being built ; 
for had he not obeyed God in the building thereof, he 
could not have found place in the retinue of King Jesus. 

But who is this that seems to pass in such stately grandeur, 
whose very aspect seems to say, " Serve the King," and 
whose bearing is one of trust in and love to his King ? 
We see not the wood, nor the fire, nor even the knife; 
yet the glorious old patriarch remembers them all. Pass 
on, good, dear father Abraham ; we love to see thee in this 
procession, for although thou didst live eighteen hundred 
years before Christ was bom, yet thou didst see His day 
and was glad. 

Jacob must pass by without remark. 

We cannot allow the next person so to pass. Yes, there he 
is ; he has given over dreaming now — no chains, no dungeon, 
no angry brothers, no place even second or inferior to 
Pharaoh. Yes, Joseph is in the retinue of King Jesus ; and 
that is greater honour and dignity than any that he received 
in Egypt. 

No one thinks to ask even the name of the next indi- 
vidual, for if they did not know, the bush, ever burning, 
but never consumed, would instruct them. I don't know 
whether he now carries the rod, or has by his side the stones 
on which by His own finger God wrote the Ten Command- 
ments; but without these, by his stately mien, yet meek 
appearance, his uncompromising looks and holy zeal, all 
know him to be Moses, the man of God. 
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Pass on, Aaron and Joshua ; pass on, Elijah and Elisha, 
brothers in the prophetic office, under one mysterious yet 
all-glorious mantle ; we should be disappointed if ye were 
not here. 

But who is here ? A king, every inch of him ; but whilst he 
has a joy holy and deep — for he was the Lord's anointed one 
— springing from the regal position, he had one more sacred, 
arising from other considerations. His was vision of the true 
prophetic kind, and his the fire of poetic genius ; but David 
has a deeper joy than all, and that is, to be found a member 
of the procession of Him of whom he sang, and who, whilst 
his Son, was yet his Lord. I know not whether in his 
position in this retinue David is called to sing, but if he is 
I think he leads with the words, " His name shall endure 
for ever, and all nations shall be blessed in Him, and all 
nations shall call Him blessed;" 

The procession passes on : now there are prophets and 
priests, as Samuel and Levi, as Ezra and Nehemiah, as 
Ezekiel wrapt in profound meditation, and Isaiah with his 
silver trumpet, saying, " The great trumpet shall be blown, 
and they shall -come who were ready to perish." Jeremiah, 
weeping no more, is there, as is Daniel and his friends, the 
heroic three. And now in this procession we have a suc- 
cession of kings, as Josiah and Hezekiah. 

And so this illustrious retinue passes on, until the last of 
the Old Testament prophets comes in sight ; and as Malachi 
appears, full of the glory of his King, he says, " To you that 
fear His name, shall He arise with healing in His wings.** 

And now it seems like twilight ; darkness comes on apace. 
But still the procession sweeps along ; yes, on and on, for 
four hundred years. 

But now the morning breaks, for the night is past. Hark ! 
how abrupt the utterance, how rugged the sound, how startling 
the words. Yes, the silence of four hundred years is broken. 
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" The voice of John crying in the wilderness, and saying, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord ; make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God.'* Welcome, John ! so good, so 
earnest, so brave, yet so kind and patient ; welcome in the 
Master's royal procession, for few deserve such honour better 
than thou, and few wear it more gracefully. And Simeon, 
too, meek, loving, venerable, expectant ; yes, Simeon is in 
the Lord's retinue ; and he dwells as in the sunshine of some 
Beulah country, for with marvellous brightness is his dear 
old face illumined. 

And now the glory of all preceding ones vanishes, their 
grandeur and their greatness are forgot, for He comes of 
whom they all spake. Yes, patriarchs looked forward to His 
day ; prophets gladly announced His coming ; kings and 
poets wrote of Him, and angels ministered imto Him. And 
now as His chariot appears, they all say, " There is 
another King, one Jesus." 

How shall we attempt to describe the appearance of this 
King. Look at the chariot in which He, as a mighty con- 
queror, travels. It is called the Gospel ; and its meaning is 
just this — ** good news " for every poor sinner under heaven. 
What wheels ! they are capable of travelling over any sort of 
roads, rough or smooth, hard or soft ; through woods, across 
seas, or over deserts. Such wheels surely chariot never h»d 
before ; they are made to travel by sea or land, all over the 
world. 

The chariot itself is so strong that not all the powers of 
men and all the force of devils combined can break it. No 
time can cause it to decay, nor can any element impair its 
beauty. It is lined within and without with the promises 
which are " exceedingly great and precious." It is so full 
of provisions that not the supply of all the wants of all the 
men, women, and children born of the flesh can possibly 
produce deficiency. 
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And then, this chariot is so large that there is room 
enough for old and young, rich and poor ; and Jesus makes 
proclamation that all who like to ride may do so, and that 
free of charge. 

Then, what steeds are drawing this chariot ! I don't 
know whether they are the same as took Elijah to heaven, 
but I think they are ; however, they are the horses of the 
Lord, and that will guarentee their beauty and strength. 
The one is called ** Love abounding," and the other ** Zeal 
undying ; *' and they never tire in propelling the Gospel 
chariot 

But neither chariot nor horses are half so wonderful as 
King Jesus, the occupant of this chariot. We shall not 
attempt to describe Him, because you might say, " It is 
all fancy ; why don't you tell us the words of someone who 
has seen Him ? " This is just what we purpose doing, and if 
you will turn to the book of Revelation, the first chapter and 
the thirteenth verse, you will have the testimony of John : — 
"And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like 
unto the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the 
foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His head 
and His hairs were white like wool, as white as snow ; and 
his eyes were as a flame of fire ; and His feet like unto fine 
brass, as if they burned in a furnace ; and His voice as the 
sound of many waters. And He had in His right hand 
seven stars : and out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged 
sword : and His countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength." 

On the procession moves ; and the illustrious ones follow- 
ing are as grand and even more numerous than such as 
preceded the Gospel chariot. 

Here come the apostles : John, with a loving, gentle, 
patient smile,, just as when he taught the Ephesian Church, 
saying, "Little children, love one another;" Peter, with a 
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determination that seems to say, "I'll try and be the more 
devoted to my Lord for having denied Him when with 
Him in the procession to Calvary;" and there is good 
zealous, glorious Paul. Not now chained between two 
soldiers, and his feet made fast in the stocks ; not now 
before Felix or Agrippa, nor a prisoner in a dungeon in 
Rome ; no, Paul is well equipped for the procession. He 
has a robe of peerless beauty, and a crown of heavenly 
manufacture. But whilst Paul's circumstances have thus 
largely altered, his devotedness to King Jesus remains just 
the same, and so as he passes along he says, " For me to 
live is Christ." 

And now we must give up describing or even naming 
the principal characters in the retinue of King Jesus. 
Multitudes upon multitudes pass along, all clad in holy 
garments, and all full of dignity and grace. Martyrs who 
bled for the cause of Christ are there, and others who 
died in caves and prisons and in exile; translators who 
gave to the people the pure Word, and who endured pains 
and penalties as their reward; reformers who by their 
heroism called the sleeping to awake and the dead to life, 
as Luther, Melancthon, Wycliffe, Knox, Wesley, Whitfield, 
John Bunyan, and many more. 

Then think of sages, philosophers, poets, legislators, and 
others of great eminence ; men of clear brain, of warm 
heart, and of spotless life ; all now found in the retinue of 
the Lord Jesus, and all feeling that the pomp and parade, 
the glare and the glitter, the wisdom and the wealth of earth, 
were all as nothing compared with the procession in which 
it is now their holy joy to be found. 

I cannot think how it is that so many refuse to join 
this procession. If they were invited to join a royal pro- 
cession in London, and assured of the care and love of 
the Queen by going, — I believe most would join; and 
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yet when you ask people to join Christ's procession, they 
all with one consent begin to make excuses. Some are so 
blind and foolish as to say it is not worth their attention ; 
some say they are too much engaged, business is pressing, 
pleasures await, companions and friends want looking after, 
we are too busy ; some really promise to join it, but then, 
they must wait until they are older, or wiser, or richer, — it 
may not be this moment. 

Now I am persuaded there is no wisdom so wise, no 
goodness so great, nor any act so becoming, as to join 
whilst we are young the retinue of King Jesus. ^ 

It is done only in one way, and that is by giving our 
hearts to Him. Boys and girls may do this, and none are 
more welcome to come. 

Joseph joined when but a boy. Samuel also, and David. 
Timothy knew and loved the Scriptures from a child. And 
since, when Christ entered Jerusalem, the children sang 
** Hosannah," so now all who join His retinue may swell 
His song of triumph more and more, 

** Till the earth is o'erflowed, 
And the universe filled with the glory of God. " 
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VIII. 
Part II. 

"Another king, one Jesus." — Acts xvii. 7. 

WHEN I wrote my first paper about King Jesus, I 
was so taken up with the thought of His kingship 
that I did not even stop to tell why the words of our text 
were uttered ; and if there are any who would like to know 
the why and the wherefore, I will now try and tell them. 

How very singular that some of the brightest sayings 
that have ever been uttered were uttered amid circum- 
stances of sore trial. Roses, however, grow on thorns, and 
violets send forth fragrance from their damp earthy bed; and 
so it is with the most lovely and fragrant words in the entire 
range of literature. I really believe if you were to destroy 
every word uttered by men when in circumstances of pain, 
you would inflict a greater wrong upon our world than if 
you were to destroy the Bank of England and all its con- 
tents . Only think of the words uttered by Jesus when in 
trouble, when tempted by the devil, when tried by evil 
men, and when hanging upon the Cross. In such words 
you have the sweetest and most important announcements 
He ever made. So it was with David ; how sweet his 
lips when his heart was sad ; how noble and elevated his 
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thoughts when his mind was cast down ; how rich his ex- 
perience when in trouble, and so he said, " Weeping may 
endure for the night, but joy cometh in the morning." 

John was called to endure bitter persecution, to be 
banished to the isle called Patmos ; and so, from its rugged- 
ness and barrenness, we have the book of the Revelation, — 
a book full of light and joy to God's people on earth and 
in heaven. 

John Bunyan, as we all know, whilst a prisoner in Bedford 
jail, had a marvellous dream, and that marvellous dream 
has given us one of the most wonderful books the world 
possesses. 

And how the same principle is seen in the history of 
Paul Several of his Epistles were written whilst in prison, 
and the most remarkable statements found in his writings 
are such as were dictated by the Holy Ghost, as sorts of 
recompense for troubles bravely borne. If Paul had not 
had the thorn, we could not have had the soul-comforting 
words, ** My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness." And but for this principle, in 
all probability the words, "There is another king, one Jesus," 
had never been uttered. 

Not long after the conversion of the Phihppian jailor, 
Paul in his joumeyings came to Thessalonica, and as was 
his custom, he went into the S3magogue on the Sabbath day, 
and for three Sabbaths in succession reasoned with the 
Jews out of the Scriptures. As was ever the case with Paul, 
so now, Jesus was his theme. He sought to prove that 
Christ should suffer, and that that Jesus whom he preached 
was the Christ, the sent of God. Great indeed was Paul's 
success, for we read, " Some of them believed and con- 
sorted with Paul, and of the devout Greeks a great multi- 
tude, and of the chief women not a few.*' From the 
narrative it seems Paul was entertained by one Jason, and 
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the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, so degraded 
themselves as to take certain lewd fellows of the baser 
sort, and so set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted 
the house of Jason. Paul, however, they could not find ] 
baffled, it seems their envy waxed hotter and hotter, and 
so they drew Jason and certain of the brethren unto the 
rulers of the city. And now, just listen to the charge they 
allege ; and does it not prove how God takes the wise in 
their own craftiness, for in the very charge these men are 
made to preach the Gospel, and some of its results ; and 
so they tell the big men of the city, "These that have 
turned the world upside down, are come hither also." And 
the charge against Jason was his hospitality, — " For Jason 
hath received them, and these all do contrary to the decrees 
of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus." 
So that we see how that God can, not only raise up stones 
to Abraham, ordain praise from babes and sucklings, but 
even cause persecutors and foes to declare truths pertaining 
to His blessed Gospel. 

Now don*t suppose we have got to the end about the 
kingship of Jesus. We are a long way from that. And 
since millions upon millions of our fellow-creatures are 
deeply and personally interested in the regal position as 
held by Jesus, I should like the boys and girls to get to 
know as much as they possibly can about that kingship ; 
and I am sure the more we study this subject, the more 
shall we perceive our indebtedness to Jesus, and the more 
likely shall we be to present our all to Him, saying, " Thou 
art my King and my God.** 

Jesus as King takes a deep personal interest in the eleva- 
tion and good of all His subjects. All kings that we have 
read of have not done so, or if they have, some in such a 
way that we have failed to perceive it 

Some appear to have asked only how they could increase 
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their own possessions, or add yet greater dignity and glory to 
their own households. Those people who have over them 
sovereigns who, by their wisdom, sagacity, and goodness, 
take a deep interest in the good of their subjects, have 
much to be grateful for; like the dew, these things will 
descend from the high places of royalty, to invigorate, 
strengthen, and beautify. Not any of the rojral persons 
who ever sat on the throne of England, nor any who sat 
on Israel's throne, can at all compare with King Jesus in 
this matter. We know what Moses and David, Josiah and 
Hezekiah did of old, and with what interest modem kings 
have shown we are familiar, but not all of them put together 
ever possessed the deep, absorbing interest in the greatest 
good of their subjects as does King Jesus. 

One mark of the interest we take in others is seen in the 
extent of sacrifice we are willing to make in their behalf. 
If a nation should be involved in calamity, or a city 
destroyed by fire, and the king should give no evidence 
of sympathy; or if a boy should meet with some great 
misfortune, and his friend should show no disposition to 
aid and relieve, we should think neither the king nor the 
friend had any very deep interest in them. 

If, then, we can tell by the sacrifice people make for 
each other, or kings for their subjects, how deep their 
interest is — only look at the sacrifices made by Jesus for 
all His people. Did He not leave the glories of heaven, 
appear in weakness and want, lead a life of pain and 
poverty, of toil and woe, and then, after enduring many 
evils and indignities, was not that life crowned by a shame- 
ful, ignominious death? Yes, our King for us sacrificed 
Himself, and all that we might receive the elevation of 
grace here, and then the higher elevation of glory hereafter. 
No monarch else ever made such a sacrifice. 

Then we can tell of the interest monarchs take in their 
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people by their joy and gladness when the people are con- 
tented, prosperous, and happy ; and by their tenderness and 
sympathy when depression, trouble, and calamity come upon 
them. 

A poor sort of a king would he be who, when his people 
were visited with some national adversity, should show no 
signs of sympathy; and equally poor would he be who, 
when cottages and mansions were jubilant with gladness, 
should have the court always in mourning. To a certain 
extent a king should be the reflex, or counterpart, of his 
people. This, I am sure, is what Jesus is ; when His 
subjects are in suffering, in battle, in weariness, in pain, in 
want. He says, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
He pities such." And when His subjects shake themselves 
from the dust, put on the garments of joy and melody, 
strike their harps and beat their timbrels, then their king 
says, "As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so will 
I, the Lord, rejoice over them." Yes, when His people 
have to drink bitter waters, and to eat the bread of sorrow, 
and people say of them they are a croaking, groaning, 
weeping set, their King comes to them and says, " Fear 
not, I will uphold thee, I will strengthen thee with the 
right hand of My righteousness.'* And when He has 
turned their sorrow into joy, and they clap their hands 
and say, " Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless His holy name," He does not chide them, or call 
them enthusiasts; oh no. He says, "Let the children of 
Zion be jo)rful in their King." 

Thus, in many ways, does Jesus show His deep interest 
in all His people ; their growth in grace, their holiness, and 
consequently their happiness, are His special delight. 

If such, then, be the sympathy shown by King Jesus to 
all His subjects, no wonder they should with deep fervour 
sing,— 
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** How can it be, thou heavenly King, 
That thou shoold'st us to glory bring ? 
Make slaves the partners of Thy throne, 
Deck'd with a never fading crown ? ** 

A king is one who gives access to his people ; not of 
course to anybody and everybody who like to apply; a 
pretty time kings and queens would have of it if such were 
the case. I dare say as it is, with courts and reviews, visits 
and visitors, audiences and requests, they must get very 
weary; and what it would be if everybody who liked to 
knock at the palace gate, or ring the door-bell, could be 
presented to royalty, I cannot tell. So that before a person 
is admitted it is quite right that certain forms should be 
observed. And then there are some persons who, ask as 
they might, would, I hope, never gain an interview with 
our good queen ; as, for instance, notoriously wicked people, 
who are more fit for a prison than for a palace; and all 
rebels, men who would not fear to take away even life itself, 
if by so doing they could accomplish their ends. I could 
never vote for such people to be admitted to the presence 
of royalty ; and yet the statement is true, a king is one who, 
with proper guards, gives access to his people. And just so 
is it with this other king, " one Jesus," only that He does 
it on a very much larger scale, and that, too, without the 
difficulty and expense we must incur if we pay a visit to an 
earthly court. In visiting King Jesus no expense need be 
incurred, nor do we need a friend to introduce us. The 
King knows, not only our names, but all about us. 

Whilst, however. He invites all to come, there are 
some He receives far more gladly than others ; as, for in- 
stance, the broken-hearted, the troubled, the sad. And 
then there are some who, when they come, find the porter 
has received instructions not to admit them without a great 
change ; all rebels who conspire against the government of 
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King Jesus; all people vain, haughty, and proud, who 
think they are quite independent of Jesus ; all liars and 
unbelievers, all profligate and wicked people. I think, 
when they drive up in splendid carriages and in gay attire, 
the porter is apt (under instructions from the King) to tell 
them some very sharp things, — "The proud He knoweth 
afar off," " If any man have not the spirit of Christ he is 
none of His," " Except a man be born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God." And whilst these plain truths lead 
some to make preparation for presentation to the King, some 
drive away in a rage, and say they'll never come again. 

King Jesus gives free access to all who are loyal to His 
person, and obedient to His authority. It does not matter 
where they live or what their circumstances ; whether they 
are old or young, rich or poor ; whether they drive up in 
their carriages or come all footsore and weary. All such 
are not only welcome, but the King urges them to come ; 
He gives them a free permit ; and the oftener they come 
the better pleased He is with them, and the easier do they 
find the way. Yes, the permit Jesus gives to all who are 
truly loyal to Him is this, " Him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out." And the porter no sooner sees it 
in their hand than he says, " Welcome : the King is waiting 
for you." 

And then we do well to remember that this King gives 
access to all who are really penitent. It matters not how 
great their sins, how much rebellion they have been guilty 
of, or how many offers of mercy they have trampled on; 
all penitent ones find a glad welcome. It is quite true 
the porter looks at them very narrowly ; and no wonder, for 
what poor wretches some of them are, what rags they are 
dressed in, and what loads of filth they carry ; some try to 
cover themselves with bits of morality, and others are all 
besmeared from head to foot with sins of black deformity. 
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And then, how they wail and weep ; why, they are more like 
felons going to execution than subjects paying a visit to 
their king; and no wonder the porter should look, and 
look again. But he doesn't run and fasten the door against 
them, nor does he shout, " Go and wash yourselves, and put 
on decent apparel. No, the porter has a good heart, a 
sympathizing soul, and a kind word (for he remembers he 
was once one of such), and so he . no sooner hears these 
poor polluted ones say, " We have sinned and want to go 
to Jesus," than he says, " Make haste : the King is looking 
out for you, and pardon, peace, and purity He waits to 
bestow.'* 

And then, when these poor wretches get into His presence, 
oh the deep, holy joy the King has in saying, " Thy sins, 
which are many, are all forgiven." And these weeping ones 
listen, "and heaven springs up in each heart." Not the 
father of the prodigal son, who said, " This my son was 
dead and is alive again, was lost and is found," — not even 
he had joy so deep, so rich, so high, as has King Jesus 
in forgiving penitents. 

I should like the boys and girls who think a great deal 
less of Jesus than they ought, to witness one of His recep- 
tion-days. I think it might possibly cure them of their 
folly, and might also induce them to seek to come them- 
selves. 

They would see a great many people, of all ages and 
conditions in life, with joy beaming on their faces, and 
love ordering all their movements, approach the King ; and 
if they were to listen, they would hear such people speak 
of help in trial, of deliverance from evil, of joy in tribulation, 
of victory over Satan, and all because of the kindness of 
the King. Others would come with downcast eyes and 
heavy hearts and throbbing breasts, and whilst such were 
conversing with the King, suddenly their faces would change 
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to joy and gladness, a new life would dwell in their souls, 
and coming away, they would be heard to say, " He hath 
turned for us our mourning into dancing." 

Some would come with the recollections of past sins, — 
crimes big as mountains, and many as the moments of their 
lives ; and all they could say would be, " God be merciful 
to us sinners." And Jesus, seeing and hearing, would say, 
" Go in peace, and sin no more." 

Boys would come confessing their faults, and girls would 
come confessing their folly ; and even children would be 
seen to come. And Jesus would have a kind word and a 
loving look for everybody. 

I think surely if all the boys and all the girls in our 
Sunday-schools could only see one of such reception-days, 
a great many of them would say, " We will go also." 

But when is it reception-day with King Jesus ? Is it once 
a month, or once a week ? When is it ? Well, we can only 
answer by saying "It is always." Yes, the porter says, 
" Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day 
of salvation." The door is always open, and the King is 
always waiting. 

Nicodemus came by night, and he was right. Peter 
came on the sea, and he was right Mary came in her own 
house, and Mary was not refused. The jailor came in prison, 
and his sorrow was turned into joy. They who come in a 
right spirit, never come at the wrong time ; but the sooner 
we come, the greater the wisdom we show, and the better 
is it for us. 

A king is one who has a large revenue. " As rich as a 
king " is quite a proverb. 

Boys and girls may well wonder where the king gets all 
his money from; money to keep such splendid palaces, 
such large ships and armies, and servants of one kind or 
another all over the country. Well, if boys and girls have 
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no knowledge on the subject, their parents have. Taxes ! 
taxes ! taxes ! What we eat and what we drink, what we 
build and what we wear, are all taxed ; and so by these 
taxes the government is carried oir and the regal splendour 
of the royal house maintained. 

What a pitiable object a king would be if he were like 
some people we know — ^the possessor of a splendid but an 
empty purse ; he would soon have either to get money or 
to lay aside his crown. 

We shall not say much about the revenue of King Jesus. 
He is by far the richest king that ever occupied a throne. 
He says, " The silver and the gold are mine, and the cattle 
upon a thousand hills.*' No matter where the gold is locked 
up or hid away, no matter in what part of the world the cattle 
are feeding, the gold and the cattle alike are His. I think 
the inscription in front of the Royal Exchange in London 
ought to find a place in every bank and ledger, in every 
hall of commerce and in every market place, in every 
cottage and in every palace, in every church, chapel, and 
school house; so that, if we were disposed, we could 
never forget it, — " The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof." 

We must remember that King Jesus is not, like the kings 
of the earth, dependent upon gold for the progress of His 
kingdom ; He can do with it and He can do without it 
We would not have you suppose that the subjects of King 
Jesus are not to cast their gifts into the treasury ; the gold 
and the copper must there be found. But in His revenue 
there are contributions of greater value than such. Prayer, 
praise, and holy living, joined with habitual zeal, — ^these 
are the costiier gifts found in Christ's exchequer; and 
the more He has of such, the more ample His revenue, 
the greater His power of government and the more likely 
is His kingdom to spread and grow. 
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Were we to remember the position thus occupied, surely 
our prayers would not be so cold nor our praises so flat, 
surely our holy living would not be so fitful nor our zeal 
for God so spasmodic. These are more precious and 
more powerfiil in the kingdom of Jesus than bags of gold 
or heaps of silver in their absence possibly can be. 

Again, it is the duty of a prince to protect the rights and 
liberties of his subjects. 

A few years ago, some Englishmen were not only in- 
sulted in a foreign land, but were captured and held in 
captivity. An army was organized, a vast expenditure 
of money was madej deeds of valour accomplished, and 
ultimately the imprisoned ones were liberated, their rights 
restored, and, so far as was possible, their wrongs redressed. 
We should not like to be in any way connected with a 
monarch who through carelessness or inability should not 
protect our rights. Such a king would neither be worthy of 
the throne nor of the respect and esteem of his subjects. 

Jesus, as we all know, is not a king after such a model. 
He has given pledge upon pledge that He will look after 
all our rights. Does He not say to all, " Touch not Mine 
anointed, and do My prophets no harm " ; " No harm 
shall befall you, if ye be followers of that which is good"? 

I know that sometimes it looks as though he gave them 
up to the power of their enemies. Circumstances seem to 
read out the words "forgotten, forsaken, given up ** ; but it 
never is so in reality, and at such times the good King is 
preparing to vindicate their rights. 

It looked as though He had forgotten Joseph. He allowed 
him to be sold into Egypt, to go to prison, and to suffer 
grievous things ; but the King never forgot Joseph, and the 
circumstances which seemed to spell out the word ** for- 
saken,*' really spelled out "cared for," and "precious;" 
and second only to Pharaoh in one thing, and a long 

lO 
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way ahead of Pharaoh in a great many things, were the 
results. 

It did seem as though Daniel was entirely given up, that 
his right even to life itself was to be snatched from him 
by envious, malicious men ; yes, quite up to the mouth of 
the den, there seemed to be spelled out the word "forgotten." 
But it was not so, for by closing the mouths of the lions 
King Jesus protected DanieFs rights and secured him great 
honour. 

It did seem as though the three Hebrews were trusting 
in their King's protection too much ; perhaps the on-lookers 
were saying, " Their stubbornness will cost them life," and 
it may be that some said they deserved to lose it too. 
Why, how the furnace glowed in its whitest heat ; and per- 
haps some, out of deep sympathy, breathed the words in 
their ears, soft and mild, " Now yield. You have been very 
coiurageous, but don't throw life away." Ah, they knew 
what the masses of idolaters dreamed not of, — that the 
King whom they served would protect them, would look 
well after their rights. And so it came to pass that " not 
so much as the smell of fire passed upon thenj." 

Christ looking after and protecting the rights of His 
subjects is ever seen in the history of Paul and of John; 
and He does it as really in the case of all His people now, 
as in the cases to which we have referred. " The shields 
of the earth belong unto the Lord," so that all the subjects 
of King Jesus may say, " The Lord is my refuge and my 
fortress, my deliverer and my God." 

And now we must come to the last part of our subject; 
and there are so many things we might say, that the selec- 
tion is rather difficult. As there, however, must only be one 
more, and there is one we must not, dare not overlook, we 
are helped out of the difficulty. 

A king is one who has royal favours to bestow. In 
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the Old Testament this is frequently illustrated. Pharaoh 
took off his ring and gave it to Joseph, saying, "I am 
Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his 
hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." King Ahasuerus 
took his ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, and 
said, " The silver is given to thee, and the people also ; do 
with them as it seemeth good to thee." And to Esther the 
same king shortly afterwards said, " What is thy petition, 
Queen Esther? and it shall be granted thee. And what is 
thy request ? and it shall be performed, even to the half 
of my kingdom." And then the ring which this king gave 
to Haman, he took from him, and gave it to Mordecai. 

At the command of King Belshazzar, " they clothed 
Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck; 
and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should 
be the third ruler in the kingdom." The same principle is 
illustrated in the sad, sad history of Herod and Herodias. 
Nor need we go to inspired sources at all ; in all countries 
kings have been noted for the bestowment of royal favours. 
And even in our own land, place, position, rank, wealth, 
have all been bestowed by the monarch's favour. Warriors 
who have borne our country's flag, and defended our coun- 
try's honour on foreign shores ; legislators who have 
fought many a fierce battle for our country's good ; poets 
who in lofty strains have sung of England's glory, or whose 
muse has had a theme of smaller magnitude ; philanthropists 
whose hearts have bled at the recital of the sufferings of 
their fellows, and whose souls have devised liberal things ; 
and divines whose praises have been in all the Churches ; 
— these, the great, the wealthy, and the learned, are they 
who carry off royal honours ; and should royal favours come 
down to the poor and indigent in any great measure, what 
a stir and to-do would be made about it. 

Jesus not only parries off the palm in every other depart- 
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ment of kingship, but equally so in this. He restricts not 
His favours to any privileged class ; like the sunlight, they 
fall with equal beauty and energy upon the brow of the poor 
and of the wealthy ; like the dew, they descend with equal 
power upon the cottage and the palace home. 

If the deserving alone should receive the favours of Jesus, 
I fear He would not have opportunity to dispense many. 
Oh blessed truth, " He hath received gifts for men, yea, for 
the rebellious also." We know that Jesus can and does 
make some rich with the good things of this life ; not that 
they may become like sponges, ever to absorb ; rather like 
fountains, ever flowing with good to others. And also that 
Jesus gives in His Church greater dignity and honour to 
some than to others. Yes, Jesus makes princes among His 
peopje. 

But we want now to look at a few of those royal favours 
which He is waiting to give to all ; such as neither emperor 
nor king, pope nor priest, angel nor man possibly can give, 
and which if any poor sinner ever is to obtain, he must have 
from the bountiful hand and the royal favour of King Jesus. 

Pardon for all sin is one of these favours. Peter said, 
" He was exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
to Israel and forgiveness of sins." This royal right He 
exercised whilst on our earth, — '* Thy sins, which are many, 
are all forgiven." And oh. what thousands upon thousands 
have proved His forgiving power ! The guilt He has can- 
celled, the darkness He has chased away, and* the load He 
has completely removed. This is the royal gift He delights 
to dispense, — " He delighteth in mercy.'* 

Purity of heart and life He also, and He alone, bestows. 

No shrine, ancient or modern ; no source, sacred or secular; 

no fountain, sweet or bitter, can give the purity King Jesus 

offers. It matters not how black and foul the soul, how 

.stained soever with sins the conscience and heart ; if Jesus 
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shall only say, " I will, be thou clean," there is such purity 
that not the eye of angel or of fievil can detect the least dark 
spot, or any iota of uncleanness remaining. Surely, then, 
we shall come to this King and say, — 

" Wash me, and make me thus Thine own ; 
Wash me, and mine Thou art ; 
Wash me, but not my feet alone, 
My hands, my head, my heart." 

And that we may be caused to receive this royal gift, He 
says to all, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with 
Me." 

Grace, according to the wants of His people, is another 
of the royal gifts of King Jesus. For weakness, strength ; 
for sorrow, joy ; for temptation, defence ; for trouble, peace. 
Aye I in all His fulness of majesty, and with all His tender- 
ness of love, to His subjects He says, "As thy day, so shall 
thy strength be '* ; " Thou shalt not want any good thing." 

And then to all His people Christ gives here a valid title 
to heaven, and then, in His name, when they die they enter 
upon its possession. 

For these gifts the world*s gold, the world's valour, the 
world's industry, the world's wisdom, are all in vain ; and so 
for each one we must say, " Now thanks be unto God for His 
unspeakable gift." This was Paul's feeling and language, — 
" There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me in that day." 
O wondrous King ! at every step we take we see new 
glory in Thy person, and higher value in Thy gifts. The 
gifts of earth at death we must leave, but Thy gifts are to 
cheer us in the cold valley, and to prepare us for gifts of 
higher glory and vaster dimensions in our Father's house 
above. Other gifts perish in the using, or decay by time's 
rough power, but, like Thyself, Thy gifts are imperishable. 
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It really seems a hard matter to make ourselves believe 
that in this world of ours, so poverty-stricken and so sin- 
stained, there are thousands of people who will not receive 
the favours of King Jesus. But alas ! alas ! it is quite true; 
we see them in our churches and chapels, in our Sunday- 
schools, and in our streets. 

Some people look at them, and turn away ; others think 
about them, their richness, their beauty, their freedom, but 
make no further effort to obtain them ; some appear to 
think they must try and improve themselves before they 
presume to touch them; and others resolve to disregard 
them to-day, hoping that in a little time they will be in a 
better position to receive them ; and but few are saying, as 
they fall prostrate before this wondrous King, — 



" Make me rich, for I am poor." 
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IX. 

** A plant of renown." — Ezekiel xxxiv. 39. 

" np HAT'S right : we do like to hear about plants." I 
X. thought so, and that is why I have been to the book 
of Ezekiel for the words which head this paper. 

I think one of the very strong reasons why, during the 
long cold dreary months of winter, we all look forward with 
such hope to the return of spring, is because of flowers and 
plants and the like. Who, I wonder, has not experienced 
emotionis of a most pleasing kind as he has contemplated 
the period when the time of, the singing of birds should 
come and the flowers appear on the earth. A boy I know 
very well, went into the garden one day early in last spring, 
and he begged that he might have a little plot of ground to 
himself; his request being granted, he got flower-seeds and 
plants, and in a few weeks the seeds sprang up, and the 
plants were almost covered with beautifully variegated 
flowers; and exceedingly pleased was the boy when from 
his own little garden he could gather quite a nice bouquet 
of flowers. Now that boy was not unlike hundreds upon 
hundreds of boys to be found in England. 

Go where we may, we see young people are fond of flowers 
hence in doorways and windows many try to grow them. 
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Some of them look very sickly, and in cities especially they 
look as though a little fresh air and a little fresh earth would 
give them more than a little of fresh life. And then, how 
gay the country is with flowers, — its banks and hedge-rows, 
its valleys and fields, all are rich in our annual visitants. 
And as though nature could not satisfy the passion of 
people for flowers, what numbers of artificial ones we see. 
Yes, they are in shop windows, and even on the bonnets 
of those who think there are not flowers sufficient without 
them. 

It seems to me that the great Creator has implanted this 
deep love for the beautiful in our hearts for very wise and 
beneficent purposes; not that we may be like the briar, 
creeping along the ground, nor like thorns or nettles, prick- 
ing and stinging those who are brave enough to touch us ; 
nor like the poppy, very showy and vain, but very empty 
and weak ; and certainly not like the thistle, full of ill-will 
to everybody that shall take hold upon us. For none of these 
reasons, I am sure, has God given us delight in the beautifiil, 
and surrounded us on every hand with flowers; lessons 
much higher and better were they which God here designed 
us to know. I think God wanted to show us of His great 
love to us ; for if He had not loved us. He would never 
** have thrown, in their variety, fragrance, and beauty, such 

proofs of His love all around us. And further, He in- 
tended to teach us to imitate the flowers, to try and be 
beautiful and fragrant, kind and pleasing, and not to live 
so much for ourselves as to impart joy to others. 

To an attentive listener, the flowers and plants are quite 
eloquent, as they preach to us the graces and virtues of 
religion. And yet, although we confess to the eloquence 
and sweetness of the preachers, I am afraid the flowers can 
say, and especially to the boys and girls in our Sunday- 
schools, "We have piped unto you, and ye have not 
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danced ; " and so our young folks do not resemble the 
flowers they ought to resemble. Well, we all know that if 
flowers are not in right soil, do not catch the rays of the 
sun, and are without proper moisture, they will have neither 
beauty nor life long ; and this is just the reason why our 
young people are so unlike the lovely flowers we so much 
admire. Instead of being in the soil called godliness, they 
are in some soil brought away from the wilderness of sin ; 
instead of having the rays of the Sun of Righteousness to 
warm and beautify them, they are content to have the 
candles of human thought and manufacture ; and instead 
of having the rich dews of grace Divine, they are content 
to be watered from the stagnant pools of the bogs and 
marshes of moral evil. And so, if the soil and heat and 
moisture are all wrong, it is not to be wondered at that 
our dear young friends are scarcely so beautiful as they 
otherwise would, and as we most earnestly desire them 
to be. 

The flowers are ever speaking to us of Jesus. Isaiah 
'prophesied of the coming of " A root of Jesse ; " Solomon 
called the Lord Jesus " The lily of the valley and the rose 
of Sharon." So that if when we next go into a garden we 
will 6nly think, we shall meet with things to lift up our 
minds and affections to Jesus. I don't know whether 
Ezekiel was in a garden when he wrote the words I want 
to write about; I scarcely think he was. He had been 
sa3dng a great many things about God's ancient people the 
Jews, — how they were God's sheep, that they had often been 
torn, and used very cruelly, but the Lord would yet give 
them a good pasture. He would raise up to them one 
Shepherd, one having pre-eminence over and superiority 
to all other shepherds who should feed them. God would 
also cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land, that they 
might dwell in safety, and send showers of blessing. Then 
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in this beautiful prophecy we have the promise that God 
would raise up "a Plant of renown.'* 

We want in the first place to tell the young folks why 
Jesus is the " Plant of renown,'* so that when next they are 
asked the question, they may be prepared with suitable 
answers. First, let us point out His great beauty. 

" Do come into my conservatory,** said a young lady, the 
other day, ** I have a lot of such beautiful plants which 
papa bought me some time ago." Of course the person 
solicited could not refuse, and altogether the plants pre- 
sented a picture of beauty well worth seeing, — Cleaves in 
shape, size, colour ; flowers in variety, tints, and fragrance,— 
all beautiful. And soon the young lady's plants became 
greatly renowned. Others heard of them, and begged 
permission just to look at them. They could not ask for 
a flower, and a slip in order to grow others like them,— it 
was quite out of the question ; they were too beautiful for 
anything but simply to be looked at. And when sent to 
the flower show they were so successful as to carry off the 
first prize. And so I think when Ezekiel called Jesus, 
a '* Plant of renown,** he meant, for one thing, that He was 
very beautiful. 

Now it is impossible for us to say what Jesus was per- 
sonally, that is. His physical appearance ; nor can such a 
subject concern us much. Many who show little or no physical 
beauty reveal high intellectual and spiritual worth, and if we 
look at Jesus through this channel, we shall soon find that 
He was the most beautiful plant that eyes of man ever 
looked upon. 

No one ever said such beautiful things as Jesus. Whether 
He was on the sea or on a mountain apart, whether at a 
marriage feast or at a funeral, whether surrounded only by 
His beloved disciples or by the inquisitive eager multitudes, 
wliether at home with His parents, in the house of Martha 
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and Mary, on the Mount of Olives, or even hanging on the 
Cross, no one ever uttered such beautiful sayings as He. 
Why, even now His words constitute 

** A healing balm for all our wounds, 
A cordial for our fears." 

He was, for beauty, the " Plant of renown," if we look at the 
character He possessed. Yes, Joseph and Moses, Samuel 
and David, Isaiah and Paul, John and Timothy, all had 
characters of rare excellence. Many men and women, and 
some boys and girls whom we have known, have had cha- 
racters genuine as gold and pure as light ; but the character 
possessed by Jesus was far more beautiful than any. 

His character was always as fresh as the rose, and as 
sweet as a May morning. No passion marred it, no sin ' 
spotted it, no darkness eclipsed it, no sorrow dimmed it, 
nor did any combination of forces impair or weaken it. 

The character of Jesus was beautiful in all simple good- 
ness, in all attractive sweetness, and in all heavenly purity ; 
so beautiful, that enemies failed to prove anything against 
Him, and Pilate said, " I find no fault in Him.'* We may 
write as His character (what we may not in reference to 
Joseph, Daniel, David, or John) the words, "He was holy 
and harmless and undefiled.'* 

Then His worthiness to be called the " Plant of renown " 
is seen if we call to mind the beautiful deeds He accom- 
plished. It was a beautiful thing for Jesus to leave His 
home and glory in heaven, and to come to suffer and bleed 
and die for us. And how full was that life of beautiful 
acts ! Was it not such for Jesus to touch that poor leper ? 
Perhaps for years, because he was unclean, no one had 
ever gone near enough to touch him ; but Jesus touched 
him, and said, ** I will, be thou clean." It was a beautiful ;^ 
thing for Jesus to ease that poor widow's heart, to wipe 
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away her tears, and, by giving back her only son, who 
had died, to afford her days of joy and nights of comfort 
Peter says, "He did a very beautiful thing for me, for 
when I was just sinking in the deep, He put forth His 
power, and the sea beneath my feet became like polished 
silver." The dying thief says, " He did a beautiful thing 
for me, just as I was on the point of death ; more beautiful 
than if He had said to every nail * Come out,* and to 
every pang * Be hushed ; ' for He caused to fall from my 
guilty heart a black load of condemnation, and assured 
me of being soon in Paradise." 

Nazareth and Capernaum, Bethlehem and Jerusalem, 
Bethany and the Mount of Olives, all say His life was 
crowded with deeds most beautiful ; and therefore Ezekiel 
was quite right when he said that Jesus was a " Plant of 
renown." 

Then if we examine His marvellous strength we shall 
find another right, or title, to the figure. There are some 
things exceedingly beautiful, but they are so weak that we 
are afraid of damaging if we only touch them. Baby is 
very beautiful ; she has such a sweet innocent face, such 
laughing eyes and merry ways ; but oh how weak she is, 
and hence what care and tenderness she requires. The 
rainbow is exquisitely beautiful, but then it is so weak that 
if the rain should cease, or a little cloud hide the sun from 
view, it is gone directly. And a great many of the most 
beautiful plants have to be protected against the frost and 
cold, and' also against the wind and heat, so fragile are 
they and so sensitive that we are afraid to touch them lest 
we should destroy their beauty and life. Oh if all the 
beautiful things in this world were only as strong as they 
are lovely, there would not be so many weeping eyes and 
aching hearts as now ; but most of our very beautiful things 
are apt to decay and pass away. 
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" Nipt by the wind's unkindly blast, 
Parch'd by the sun's directer ray, 
The momentary glories waste, 
The short-lived beauties die away." 

Had not Jesus been as remarkable for His strength as 
for His beauty, He would have been destroyed by the rough 
elements that surged around, and wasted their strength upon 
HinL The world put forth its energy to destroy this Plant ; 
its prejudice, its envy, its malice, its hate, its unbelief, its 
authority, and its allurements, were all brought forward to 
destroy Jesus ; but His strength was superior to all, and so 
He said, "I have overcome the world.** Satan, he who 
overcame the first Adam, and who since the victory then 
won, has weakened, broken, defaced, and destroyed many 
and many beautiful plants, — Satan brought his great power 
to bear upon Jesus, the "Plant of renown;" but here he 
was foiled and defeated. So strong was Jesus that He 
overcame the devil. " The prince of this world cometh, and 
hath nothing in me." 

I should be almost afraid to stay to point out all the 
aspects of the strength of Jesus. His humility was strong, 
for "He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross." His love was strong, 
for many sorrows could not weaken nor could death 
destroy it. His zeal for God, and devotedness to man, 
were strong, for " He endured the cross." So strong were 
His looks that they could wither a fig-tree, paralyse His 
enemies, and break the heart of Peter. So strong were 
His words that the utterance, "Peace, be still," was 
mightier than the mightiest wave, stronger than the 
fiercest wind, and more authoritative than the greatest 
storm. So strong, that they did what angels and archangels 
and all human powers combined could never do, for they 
gave eyesight to the blind and life to the dead. 
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And what for strength this " Plant of renown " was, it still 
remains. Not the roll of nineteen hundreds years has at all 
impaired it; neither in root, nor leaf, nor flower has it 
suffered any decay. For strength this Plant is immortal ; 
the cedars of Lebanon must fall, and the oaks of old Eng- 
land must vanish, — time shall uproot them ; but neither 
time nor eternity can weaken the " Plant of renown." 

This Plant is a strength-giving Plant. Jesus has power 
to comfort the sorrowful, to help the helpless, to guide the 
perplexed, to release the prisoner, to make bold the diffi- 
dent, and to cause the barren to be fruitful. Yes, "He 
is mighty to save, and He travels in the greatness of His 
strength." 

Jesus is a " Plant of renown " if we consider His healing 
properties. 

I can't think there are many people who would refuse to 
have in their possession a plant which could cure all their 
maladies, or turn their maladies into blessings. Certain I 
am that if any gardener could exhibit such a plant for sale, 
he could have almost any price for it, and then be utterly 
unable to meet all demands. Now EzekiePs "Plant of 
renown " is a plant of this character. And yet — oh mar- 
vellous to relate ! — men, women, and even young people, 
are seldom eager to possess it. 

Their refusal to possess this Plant does not destroy its 
many virtues; it simply prevents the reception of those 
virtues by themselves. 

And then the reasons why they get not this Plant are so 
very foolish. Some won't believe the Plant has the virtue 
we say it has, others are resolved to try other plants ; some 
think to get it when sickness comes, and others when death 
approaches. 

Now if I wanted to know the healing properties of any 
plant, I should not read books or newspapers on the sub- 
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ject only ; I should also go and talk with people who had 
for themselves tried and proved the virtues of the plant in 
question. And I cannot but think that if people were to 
act on the same principle in reference to the "Plant of 
renown/' far more would be eager to possess it than now 
are. 

After such consultation, who could question the power 
of this Plant over the physical maladies of men. Men 
afflicted with leprosy, with palsy, with blindness, deafness, or 
even who were dead, are all ready to show that Jesus was 
the imiversal Healer. " He healed all manner of sickness 
and all manner of diseases among the people." 

The power of Jesus over the mental maladies of men was 
equally great. Jesus was the "Teacher sent from God ; " He 
only could give rest to troubled souls, ease to sin-burdened 
consciences, and happiness to troubled hearts. Oh, what 
black hearts He has made white, what hard, stubborn souls 
He has melted into tenderness, what guilty ones He has 
pardoned, what enslaved ones He has set at liberty, what 
groaning, disconsolate ones He has made to rejoice, and 
what dead souls He has brought out of the sepulchre of 
sin! Yes, if people will only talk with those who have 
tried the saving virtues of this " Plant of renown," they will 
find them all concurring in the grand statement made by 
Paul, — " He is able to save to the uttermost all them that 
come unto God by Him." 

John saw this " Plant of renown" growing in the city of 
God, and he gave it a very beautiful and at the same 
time a very appropriate name, — " The Tree of Life which 
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month ; and the leaves of the Tree were for the healing of 
the nations." 

Then we must not forget to mention that Jesus is the 
" Plant of renown" because of the fruit He bears. Perhaps if 

II 
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you were to search very minutely and very long, you might 
meet with a boy who does not care for plants because 
of their beauty, or with a girl who thinks little of them 
because of any healing virtue they may have ; but I don't 
think any searching would find boy or girl who would care 
nothing about any fruit you might mention as produced by 
plants. 

One reason why August and September are always so 
welcome, is because they come laden with ripe delicious 
fruits. Why, at such a season of the year, what quantities of 
fruit in the market ! how the plants seem to groan beneath 
its weight ! and how temptingly it hangs in the squire's 
vinery I 

But not all the fruit of England or of eastern lands, not 
all the finits of royal growth, nor all the finits of Paradise 
of old, could possibly equal the fruit found on Ezekiel's 
" Plant of renown." Not all the gardeners in the world, not 
all the patriarchs, nor prophets, nor apostles, nor martyrs, not 
all together could have produced the fruit Jesus produced. 
Oh, what is this wonderful fruit ? Never forget it Here it 
is — Holiness ; and on Jesus, the " Plant of renown," it grows 
for everybody. The possessors of this plant have Christ 
formed in their hearts, and they bring forth fruit unto holi- 
ness, — " they grow in grace," and are " pure in heart." No 
plant, then, for beauty, strength, healing power, and fruit, 
can compare with EzekieFs " Plant of renown." 

Having told you why, we want now to tell you where 
Jesus is this " Plant of renown." " Everything in its place," 
is a capital maxim for young people to observe. There 
are places where we might as well search for sunshine at 
midnight as for this " Plant of renown." I should as much 
like to see a jewel in a swine's snout, as this "Plant of 
renown" in some places. We must expect to find it in 
places where it will be loved and prized and cared for 
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aright. I shall not ask you to look for this Plant in the 
writings of infidelity, for if it could be found there, it would 
only be that it might be insulted and, if possible, destroyed. 
I shall not ask you to search for it in the multitudinous 
volumes of light, fictitious literature with which we are 
almost deluged ; such a soil has neither depth nor richness 
sufficient for this Plant. J shall not take you to the glare 
of theatricals, nor to the rubbish heaps of ignorance, that 
are so many and so large. No ; the one would hide it with 
polish, and the other choke it with weeds. There are places 
peculiarly fitted for this " Plant of renown," and if we do 
not make great mistakes, we shall find this Plant, in all its 
luxuriance, its freshness, its fragrance, and its fruitfiilness, 
growing therein. Let us see. 

Jesus IS a ** Plant of renown " in the Bible. What wonderful 
and various comparisons the good old Book has sustained ! 
It has been likened to an armoury in which all kinds of 
weapons are to be found ; to a store-house in which grain 
of all descriptions has been stored ; to a picture gallery in 
which pictures the most ancient, costly, various, and true 
are exhibited ; to the heavens containing lights of all 
degrees of brilliancy, and to a directory complete with 
counsels to all, telling every person how he may find his 
way to heaven. 

I want to compare the Bible to a conservatory ; and I 
think we shall find it the very best conservatory the world 
has ever seen. 

Let us go inside, for our fathers many years ago opened 
wide the door, and now we are quite welcome to enter. 
How beautifully it is fitted up, and what an assemblage of 
colour and fi*agrance, what unspeakably rare plants are here ; 
and all preserved in excellent order. No one inquires about 
the patience, the knowledge, or the industry of the proprietor, 
for every plant teaches of such things. 
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But let us examine a few of the plants ; we need not 
be afraid. Their names we can not only pronounce, but 
remember, and the plants will not perish with being 
handled. 

There's that plant called Joseph ; his good old father, just 
before his death, spoke of hipi as a plant, — *' Joseph is a 
fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well, whose branches 
run over the wall." 

Moses is another ; stately in his growth, well-cultured in 
appearance, a plant greatly prized by all lovers of beauty, 
of order, and of law. 

There's that plant called Samuel ; one that rooted in good 
soil whilst very young, which brought forth valuable fruit 
at once, and one we get not tired in looking upon or reading 
about. 

Again, we look at another plant, and let us try and bring 
it near to all. It is placed near the centre of the build- 
ing ; quite royal in appearance, almost ethereal in shape, 
rich in fragrance, wondrous in fruit; and as we gaze 
upon it we reach our harps from the willow. Yes, we 
cannot mistake. this plant, — it is one of the choicest found 
in the whole collection; and David is better pleased to 
occupy a place in the Lord's conservatory than to sit upon 
Israel's throne. 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel are there; Daniel, too, 
well nourished and fruitful. Here likewise we see the three 
plants once so terribly exposed, but now so blessedly pro- 
tected. Mary, John, Paul, Timothy, and many, many more 
are the plants we find in the Bible conservatory. All are 
plants of rare beauty, of exquisite grace, and of most valuable 
and delicious fruit. 

But now just listen ; what can it be these plants are all 
saying? ** We have no root of ourselves, no beauty unde- 
rived, no fragrance our own, no fruit naturally, no life 
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independent ; for all these things we are dependent, and 
dependent only, upon Ezekiel's * Plant of renown.'" 

And so the plant called Jesus occupies the very centre 
of the building, and to Him every other plant pays a loving, 
willing homage. Take the " Plant of renown " out of the 
Bible conservatory, and every other plant will droop, 
wither, decay, and die. 

And so, take Jesus away from the Bible, and what is it 
worth ? Jesus is its sun, its shade, its fragrance, its beauty, 
its richness, its grace, and its glory. And so the Bible 
presents to Jesus praise and adoration, crowns Him with 
many crowns, exalts Him above all height, and so gives to 
Him His rightful sovereignty in the kingdom of the Father. 
Blessed Bible ! I love thee the more for being so faithful 
to the ** Plant of renown;" in thy teachings Jesus always 
hath the pre-eminence. 

Jesus is a ** Plant of rehown " in all the intercourse held 
between man and God. Who has not heard of " the missing 
link ** ? Jesus is the only missing link of union between 
God and us. God's character is one of holiness, justice, 
truth, and love ; man's character is one of sin, injustice, 
falsehood, and hate. Oh what can bring the two together ? 
Heaven and earth combined, proclaim, ** Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Plant of renown." 

There is a large city, containing thousands upon thousands 
of inhabitants, but it is besieged by cruel deadly foes, who 
are resolved upon its entire destruction and the death of 
all its inhabitants. What misery reigns within those walls ; 
resources are getting lower and lower, and at length water 
fails, and bread there is not. Oh miserable city! The 
dwellers therein send from time to time to their cruel tor- 
mentors ; but death, death, death is the only reply. " Oh ! " 
you say, " if someone would only cause fountains to spring 
up in that city, and provisions ample to fall from the sky, 



-166 JESUS, A PLANT OF RENOWN. 

■■■ » ■ I I ■»■ I .IM.^ ■ 11 —1. — ^ I I - - ■ ■ »■■■ ■ ■ 

what a marvellous change there would be in that city ; sadness, 
care, and misery, would depart, and joy, plenty, and sing- 
ing, would make the welkin ring." 

Jesus has done this. Man's soul was besieged by Satan, 
man's death was his one desire, and man was on the very 
point of perishing. Who opened for us the fountain of the 
water of life ? Who brought manna from on high ? and 
through whom are we now to obtain daily supplies ? " My 
God shall supply all your need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus." The "Plant of renown" is the 
channel of intercourse between the City of Mansoul and 
God. 

Some try to get this intercourse apart from this " Plant 
of renown ; " they go to popes and priests, to penances and 
performances, but all in vain ; the Father must see in our 
hands this Plant when to Him we come. " There is 
none other name given among men whereby we may be 
saved." 

Paul thought that without this Plant he had this intercourse. 
Nay, when he was trying to injure the Plant in question, he 
thought he was doing God service ; but when intercourse 
really was his, how different his feelings, and how different 
his teachings likewise, — " For through him we have access 
by one Spirit unto the Father." And what did he tell aU 
to whom he wrote, but simply this, — to cast away ever^ 
other plant, and to accept of Ezekiel's alone, as the ground 
of fellowship Divine ? 

Oh, it matters not how helpless, or miserable, or unworthy 
a man may be ; if he will bring to the Father, and trust 
alone therein, this "Plant of renown,'* it will indeed become 
such to his soul. To him it will bring pardon for all his sins, 
grace to help in time of, need, fellowship with God, and then 
the glories of heaven. And they who have this " Plant of 
renown " had better part with anything and with everything 
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than this. With this they cannot be poor, for they have 
"the riches of grace; " they cannot be helpless, for they 
are strengthened with power from on high ; they cannot 
be destitute of joy, " for the love of God is shed abroad 
in their hearts ; '* nor can they perish, for so long as they 
cling to this Plant no man shall pluck them out of their 
heavenly Father's hand. 

We must not forget that Jesus is a " Plant of renown " in 
the hearts of God's people. It is a good thing to have this 
Plant in our Bibles, in our churches and chapels, and in our 
hymn-books, for they are all just nothing at all if Jesus be 
absent ; a good thing to have Jesus in our intellects, for 
there is no plant that can so adorn and beautify intellect as 
can this. But after all it is not enough to find Jesus in such 
places. 

Kings, you say, must live in palaces, the most noble 
and capacious buildings possessed by the nation ; and so 
Jesus must have man's palace, his heart. Not a part of it 
only ; Jesus does not take apartments, nor will He share 
the tenancy with any other occupant. No, He must have 
the whole heart and soul ; and then most beautiful will be 
His growth therein as the ** Plant of renown." 

I know that in the hearts of all good people there are 
growing many other plants, and some of them are very 
remarkable too, but they cannot compare with the " Plant 
of renown." There is tlie plant called Peace; its leaf is of 
a silken kind, its flowers show heavenly hues, and its rich 
fragrance composes into heavenly tranquility the discordant 
elements of the soul. There is the plant called Hope, with 
its leaves and flowers all growing upright, as though they 
would seek a higher region, a better country, and ever telling 
its possessor to sing, — 

'* My home is in heaven, my home is not here ; 
Then why should I murmur when trials are near ? 
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Be hashed, my dark spirit ; the worst that can come 
But shortens thy journey and hastens thee home.*' 

Then again there's the plant called Love, perhaps the love- 
liest of all, apart from the " Plant of renown.'* Yes, love 
is to grow in all its matchless hues, in all its rich holy frag- 
rance, and in all its hallowing and ennobling tendency ; ever 
reminding us of the richest and sweetest plants to be found 
in the paradise of God. 

These are only a few of the plants which as Christians 
we are to possess, and to cultivate with great assiduity. 
But what are they all in the absence of Jesus, the " Plant 
of renown " ? Just what the plants in our garden would 
be without root, air, or sun ; and that is, all sickliness and 
death. 

Just as the plants in the conservatory of the Bible have a 
language peculiar to themselves, so have the plants found 
in the soul of every Christian. We have only time to listen 
to a very few of them. What does the plant called Hope 
say ? — " Christ is formed in our heart, the hope of gloiy.'* 
What does the plant Joy say ? — " We rejoice in Christ Jesus." 
And what says the plant Love ? — " We love Him because He 
first loved us.*' 

So that, in the absence of the " Plant of renown," these 
plants can have no existence in our hearts. Oh, how 
foolish we should think that man who should never open 
the door of his house to receive the fresh air of heaven, or 
who should cover up with a thick covering his conservatory 
lest the warmth and light of the sun should penetrate it ; 
and yet people had better be guilty of such folly than 
of keeping Jesus, the " Plant of renown," outside their 
hearts. 

The moment Jesus enters the soul, all sickness and dark- 
ness, all parchedness and blight, entirely disappear, and, 
with the ** Plant of renown " right in the centre, the heart 
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becomes, like the garden of the Lord, well watered and 
fruitful. 

Again, Jesus is a ** Plant of renown '' in the history of the 
entire world. There are few of us who would like to have 
the renown that some people have as historical characters. 
How intensely black they look as painted by truth. Men, 
for instance, of great grasp and greed, of rapacity and 
cruelty ; or men of vaunting ambition, who to realize their 
own purposes have crushed from others all light and joy ; 
tyrants who have been bloodthirsty and cruel, who have 
led to bloodshed and death thousands of men more noble 
than themselves and worthier of the name of man ; inqui- 
sitors, again, who had a satanic joy in inflicting torture 
upon men and women who possessed a godliness they 
dreamed not of — a godliness derived from this " Plant of 
renown." 

But we must not forget the plants of renown in his- 
tory of a virtuous character. What great lights God in 
His mercy has raised up to accomplish His holy purposes 
in our world. Abraham, Moses, and David in the Old, 
and Peter, Paul, and Stephen in the New Testament, with 
many others in each. And since the introduction of the 
Gospel dispensation, God has in history, and especially 
in the history of His Church, raised up many. Luther 
and Melancthon in Germany, Wesley and Whitfield in 
England, the martyrs in different countries, — these were all 
plants of renown ; and perhaps as historical characters they 
will have a higher position assigned them in the future than 
they have had in the past. 

But oh ! when this world shall have run its course, when 
its history shall have to be written, there will be no ques- 
tion as to who in that history shall occupy the position of 
" Plant of renown.** It will not be Moses the lawgiver, nor 
David the poet, nor Solomon the proverb maker. Not 
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this pope nor that priest, not this king nor that queen, not 
any of the great ones in philosophy, art, science, wealth, 
fiction, or fact. Not statesman, warrior, or peer. 

When the history of this big world shall be written, its 
" Plant of renown " will be Jesus, and Jesus only. What a 
great deal that history will have to say about His coming 
into and His growth in our world ; about the influence of 
Jesus in all cottages and palaces, in all courts and camps, 
and in all counsels, whether of Churches or of States. How 
that history will show, in characters of living light, His value 
as Redeemer, Saviour, Friend, and King. How it will 
ascribe to Him pre-eminence in all things, — in virtue, truth, 
goodness, grace, sanctity, glory, and everything else that 
is lovely and of good report ; ever presenting to Him the 
homage and love of a glorified and saved Church, out of 
all nations, and peoples, and tongues under heaven. Yes, 
other books may glorify their little plants, but when the 
world's memoir shall be written, it will have as its title, 
" Jesus, the Plant of Renown." 

Lastly, Jesus will be the ** Plant of renown " in heaven. 
I care not how many other plants there may be in heaven, 
what their beauty, their value, or their strength ; there will 
be no plant even there to compare with EzekieFs. Gabriel, 
Michael, the whole company of the angelic world, cherubim 
and seraphim, are all like so many plants of rare excellence ; 
but no plant in heaven like Jesus. 

Think, too, of the plants that have gone from our garden 
plots here, from our homes, and from our hearts. Children 
of sweet innocency and of tiny years ; young men of holy 
fragrance and rich promise ; and daughters of queenly 
grace ; aged ones ripe in all the graces of religion, — gone 
from our garden homes, transplanted by the great Master 
into richer soil and holier atmosphere and society more 
congenial Yes, gone from our Churches, preachers of 
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overwhelming power, Sabbath-school teachers of rare gifts 
and graces, and private members of saintly character and 
reputation. All gone : we see them not, we hear them not : 
the Master hath called them. But whilst they were here 
they were "plants of the Lord's right hand planting," 
" trees of righteousness." Then what, after years of holy 
culture and constant growth, must such be in heaven? Who 
now shall estimate their beauty or worth ? But high above 
and far beyond all others in heaven, will be the I^ord Jesus, 
the " Plant of renown." 

** *Tis all their happiness to gaze, 
*Tis heaven to see our Jesu's face." 

If you ask me what He will be renowned for in heaven, 
I am almost at a loss to make a selection, the subjects will 
be so vast. 

He will be renowned for having once left its glory, its 
society, and its song, in order that Ke might become a poor 
man, to suffer, bleed, and die. He will be renowned for 
having returned to that glory a mighty,, an invincible warrior, 
and as He before whose coming powers mighty and many 
were heard to say, " Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; and 
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, that the King of glory 
may come in." 

He will be renowned for having thrown wide open to 
the sons Of Adam its pearly gates, its everlasting privileges, 
and its undying glory ; and for having by His attractive- 
ness drawn into that holy place millions of the race of 
man ; as the great and only Conqueror of death and sin, 
of hell and the devil. 

So renowned will EzekieFs Plant, the Lord Jesus, be in 
heaven, that ** ten thousand times ten thousand, and thou- 
sands of thousands, shall say with a loud voice. Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and 
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wisdom, and strength, and glory, and honour, and blessing." 
And again : ** Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own Blood, and hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and His Father, unto Him be gloiy 
and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen." 
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X. 

** As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved 
among the sons." — Song of Solomon ii. 3. 

I DON'T think we need waste many words or much 
time in proving that Solomon in our text referred to 
Jesus Christ. We look upon the entire Song as the effusion 
of a loving heart, guided by poetic genius and true devotion, 
and one which has for its aim the unfolding of the mighty 
yet tender love of the Saviour. And if we find in it a few 
expressions somewhat peculiar, if we remember thi circum- 
stances of the writer, the country and the period of the 
world's history in which it was written, these peculiarities 
will almost, if not entirely, vanish away. 

I am sure that they who read this Song with a devout 
spirit, will find very much in it which, with a loving heart, 
they may apply to Jesus, and which they could not apply 
to any other being. Who can hesitate to say to Jesus, as 
Solomon said in the third verse of the first chapter, " Thy 
name is as ointment poured forth " ? With all saved people 
there is no name that can compete with the name of Jesus ; 
not one in heaven, and certainly not one on earth : — 

*' His name the sinner hears, 
And is from sin set firee, 
*Tis music in his ears, 
*Tis life and victory." 
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Going on to the fourth verse, it ought to be our daily 
prayer, — "Draw me, we will run after Thee ; " and especially 
when we remember His own gracious promise : " I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." So 
that in this we are instructed by Solomon to ask Jesus to 
fulfil to us His own word. 

Again, in the seventh verse there is a sentence which 
everybody ought to use, and to use, too, with the fervour 
and devotion which Solomon evidently put into the words, 
— " O Thou whom my soul loveth." There cannot be any 
bestowment of the love of the soul so wise, so seemly, or 
so productive of good as this. It is commended alike by 
God and man. Bright will be our days, calm and serene 
Our nights, when Peter's noble confession is made our own, 
" Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love 
Thee." 

Another mine of truth is sprung by Solomon, in the 
thirteenth verse, in reference to Jesus, — "A bundle of myrrh 
is my Well-Beloved unto me." Myrrh was a very costly and 
precious herb ; its fragrance was very rich, and a small 
quantity was very expensive. Jesus, to the believing soul, 
is not only ntyrrh, but a bundle, that is, a large quantity, of 
it. So fragrant and precious is Jesus that He sweetens life's 
bitters, and transforms its sorrows into joys. There is no 
talisman or charm like this bundle of myrrh; they who 
possess it are enabled to "rejoice in tribulation," to sing 
in trouble, to smile when the thorn penetrates deeply, and 
to be unmoved in a den of hungry roaring lions. 

Another of these gems is seen sparkling in the fourteenth 
verse, — " My Beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire 
in the vineyards of En-gedi." En-gedi was in the south of 
Palestine, near the Dead Sea, and was noted for its aromatic 
shrubs. The shrub grows a whitish flower, and in clusters. 
We are told that the women in those parts were fond of 
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placing these dusters of flowers in their bosoms. And the 
allusion teaches us that Jesus merits our tenderest care, and 
to be enthroned in our hearts. 

And so Solomon goes on with beautiful imagery, until 
we come to the words, "As the apple tree among the 
trees of the wood, so is my Beloved among the sons." 
Before we go further, I think we ought to tell you that 
the English rendering here is not considered the best. 
The apple tree, we are told, was scarcely known in 
Palestine, and its fruit was indifferent ; most writers agree 
that the citron or orange tree was meant by Solomon ; this 
tree was well known, and highly esteemed in those parts. 
And so we read in the book of Proverbs, "A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver," or, as a 
better reading of the passage would be, "Is like golden 
citrons in baskets of silver." Writers say, "The rich colour, 
the fragrant odour, and the handsome appearance of the 
citron tree, whether in flower or fruit, are particularly suited 
to all the passages of Scripture in which the apple tree is 
named." And even now, we are told, " the Jews continue 
to make offerings of citrons at the feast of tabernacles. 
For this purpose citrons are imported in large quantities, 
and are more highly esteemed for sale after such offering 
has taken place than before." No one can question the 
intention of Solomon in the use of such a figure ; it was to 
ascribe to Jesus great pre-eminence, untold worth ; and in 
this who can disagree with him ? But let us try and find 
out the truths taught by the figure in question. 

This language gives us the idea of very great singularity, — 
"An apple tree among the trees of the wood." A very 
singular tree among such trees, and a very singular place for 
it to be in. I am sure if the boys who so very much love to 
have a ramble through the fields and lanes, and even into 
the woods, were to see an apple tree growing among the trees 
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of the wood, and especially if covered with delicious fruit, 
they would open their eyes in great amazement. "Well, 
how singular ! " they would say ; " who expected to find an 
apple tree growing in such a place ? The hazel, the oak, 
the brier, the ash, the elm, and the thorn, we did expect, 
but not this apple tree." And if they were to tell other 
boys what they had seen, if they did not entirely disbelieve 
the story, they, I am sure, would want to see and judge for 
themselves ; and after they had all seen, and had all come 
to the conclusion that the tree really was an apple tree, I 
think I know what some of them would say. " I could not 
have believed it if I had not seen it," says one ; " I always 
thought apple trees grew in gardens, or orchards,'* says 
another ; " I know we have one growing at the end of our 
house," says a third. Now this conversation would take 
place, not because the boys had never seen an apple tree 
before, nor because they had not been in a wood before 
(torn clothes tell tales), but because of the singularity of 
such a tree being among the trees of the wood. 

The presence of Jesus among the sons was to Solomon 
just as singular as such a tree in such a place, and if you will 
only read what I have to say you will know why. I must tell 
you that God has a great many sons — angels ; inasmuch as, 
with their great power, their vast intelligence, their unsullied 
purity, angels were all created by, and may be regarded as 
sons of, God. All people that have ever lived, that are now 
living, or that ever shall live, inasmuch as all owe their 
being to God, must regard God as the great Father of the 
human race ; and we know what John says about all who 
love and serve Jesus, — " Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God." Perhaps it was not very singular for 
Jesus to be found among the angels, but it was singular for 
Him to be found among the sons of adoption^ but most 
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singular of all to find Him among the trees of the wood — 
the sinners of our world, who grow with such proud pre- 
tensions, and who seem as 1;hough nothing could bend, 
break, or uproot them. Yes, it was most singular of all for 
Jesus to be numbered with transgressors. 

The apple tree had a nature very different from any other 
tree that grew in the wood ; true, it was a tree, but it was an 
apple tree. And Jesus had a nature very different from the 
nature of man ; " He was holy, and harmless, and undefiled, 
and separate from sinners." And then, if we remember that 
He was God as well as man, how very singular to find Him 
among sinfal men ; yes, " eating and drinking with publicans 
and sinners." 

It would take a very long time, and a very large book, 
to tell all the singularity about Jesus. He certainly had 
such an introduction to our world, — introduced in a stable, 
cradled in a manger, and yet sung about by a choir of 
singers the like of whom our world never heard before nor 
since. He had very peculiar temptations and trials, was 
often found in strange circumstances and places, and did 
many such things ; His death, His burial. His resurrection, 
His appearances to His disciples, and His ascension to 
heaven, were all exceedingly singular. 

And then, just as we should say singular things about an 
apple tree in a wood, so singular things were and are still 
said about Jesus. Some said He was a good man ; others, 
" Nay, but He deceiveth the people : ** some, that He was 
a " Teacher come from God ; '* others, that He was a 
babbler, an impostor. One party said He was the Son of 
God; another, that He was the son of Joseph the car- 
penter: some said He did His miracles by the power of 
God ; others, by the help of Beelzebub : some, that God 
raised Him from the dead ; others, " that His disciples came 
by night and stole away His body whilst the soldiers were 
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sleepiiLZ-'' And eren to the pfesent day men are very divided 
in their opcmons and conTCisations about Jesus. Some say 
one thiz^ and some another : therefore we are quite correct 
in saying dicre was not greater singularity about Solomon's 
apple tree than there is aboat the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We may speak of the apple tree as a symbol of Jesus, 
as indicating the culture He received for His great work. 
Like all other flower-bearii^ or fruit-produdng trees, great 
care and wise culture were required, that its flowers and 
fruits might attain their highest perfection. At the proper 
season of the year might be se^i the husbandman at his 
task, pruning the tree, taking off a branch here and a part 
of one there, so as to prevent the tree growing wild, or 
bearing only wood, leaves, or sickly blossom, or even 
dwarfish, mideveloped thiit. But who ever thought to 
prune or cultivate the trees of the wood? No, they are 
permitted to grow as nature gives them power. 

One of the most powerful things we know is culture. Its 
influence and worth may be realized almost everywhere. 
Riding in a railway train a few months ago, I saw a piece 
of barren stony ground^ with here and there a shrub, stunted 
in growth, mere apologies for the absence of better things. 
Coming past the same spot a few days ago, judge of my 
surprise; I looked out, but all barrenness was gone, and 
beautiful flowers, rich evergreens, and delicious firuits adorned 
the place : the power of culture had made of a dreary waste 
quite a fairyland. In our neighbourhood, some sixty or 
seventy years ago, there were acres upon acres of marshy, 
boggy land. Few indeed were the things that would grow 
there, and at certain seasons of the year the whole district 
was looked upon as unhealthy ; but now there are fine hedge- 
rows, noble trees, waving com fields, and no one says it is 
dangerous to health: enterprise brought culture to bear 
upon it, and the transformation is remarkable. There was 
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once a boy in Ireland deemed the greatest dunce in his 
school, but he commenced and continued the work of 
culture, and by its aid he became a learned scholar, an 
able preacher, a profound theologian, and wrote a very 
valuable commentary on the whole of the Bible; he is 
still known and loved as Dr. Adam Clarke. Roses would 
not be half so fine, grapes not nearly so delicious, books 
not so entertaining and valuable by far, but for culture. 
George Stephenson's first steam-engine was a very great 
marvel, but then, it was a great ugly thing, and used to puff 
and pant, and make so much trouble of it to get over about 
twenty miles an hour ; but culture has taken it in hand, and 
now it is a beautiful piece of work, and runs gracefully along, 
and makes just nothing at all of running three times the 
distance in the same time. 

Many a boy has in youth been rough, uncouth, ill- 
mannered ; but culture has turned him out quite a gentle- 
man. Many a girl naturally wayward, headstrong, and 
rebellious, has put herself under the influence of this, 
and it has arrayed her in the graces and elegancies of 
queenly womanhood. If I were asked what, in my opinion, 
can do most for a boy or a girl, I should reply, "Culture." 
It can do not a little for our physical parts, more for our 
mental powers, yet more for our moral energies, but most 
of all for our spiritual nature ; enabling a person, instead of 
remaining a child or a dwarf all his days, to realize the 
noblest and the best that can be realized, and also to dis- 
pense such treasures to others. 

Now under this great power of culture Jesus placed 
Himself, — though, we must remember, not for His own 
sake, but for ours ; for the sake of His Church, and for the 
sake of the world. For His own sake we could never read, 
** The foxes have holes, the birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head " ; nor^ 
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** My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death " ; nor 
could we read for His sake, ** It pleased the Father to bruise 
Him and to put Him to grief; " He hath laid upon Him the 
iniquity of us all." For His own sake, suffering and death 
were as powerless to touch Him as to touch the mightiest 
archangel. Why, the apple tree is not cultured for its own 
sake, but for the profit of men. And so Jesus needed not 
culture for Himself, but as our Redeemer and Example 
these things were necessary. ** He, the Captain of our 
salvation, was made perfect through suffering " ; " Though 
He were a son, yet learned He obedience by the things 
which He suffered.*' 

How various the processes of culture as brought to bear 
upon Jesus! Was he not pruned by the Father— ** He 
spared not his own Son " — ^by devils, by His foes and by 
His friends, by poverty and weariness, by hunger and thirst, 
by the cux:umstances of His life and the circumstances of 
His death? All these brought to bear upon Christ the 
great force of cultiwe, and by such His character received 
its highest development. 

I don't think, then, that if Jesus the Apple Tree had 
such culture, the other trees should grumble when they feel 
the pruning knife. It ought to satisfy the ambition of the 
servant to be " as his Lord.*' I think angels look upon the 
sons of God when they are being cultured, with great hope. 
They expect shortly to see more fruit as well as a more 
graceful appearance. Earth looked upon Christ's culture 
with very different views and feelings from heaven. Earth 
said, " He's suffering, bleeding, dying, forsaken of God ajid 
man ; ** heaven said, "He's grasping for ever the custody 
of life and salvation, and getting for ever nearer to the 
Father." Earth said, as He. was seen hanging dead upon 
the cross, **He has lost His all;" heaven said, "He's the 
Eternal Victor." 



JESUS, THE APPLE TREE, 183 

And if the earth made such mistakes about Christ when 
under culture, we need not wonder that it makes mistakes 
about His people when they pass through the same 
process. Yes, when the people of God are in trouble, 
there are plenty to pull long faces, and to sing a mournful 
dirge ; ** Poor things ! " they say, *' How sad ! " ** How they 
are to be pitied ! " " What will become of them, who can 
say?'* They don't talk so in heaven,— that is, when we bear 
culture aright. No, they say, ** They are losing the dross 
but gaining the gold ; casting out the chaff, but getting in 
the grain." And then, when God's people are called home, 
with dolorous voice and quivering lip mortals say, " A man 
is dead ; " but up in heaven, with holy fervour and glowing 
love, and in exulting strains, angels sing, **A child is 
bom.'* 

And all this is brought about by our receiving aright the 
culture of the great Husbandman. Does the husbandman 
or the apple tree know the better how to prune ? " Why, the 
husbandman, to be sure ! " Yes, how, and when, and where. 
So our heavenly Father knows how to prune, and when to 
prune, and where to prune, far, far better than we possibly 
can. And, therefore, the kind and the quantity of our 
pruning we must leave to Him who hath said, ** My grace 
is sufficient for thee." 

We want now to look upon the apple tree in its reference 
to Jesus as the symbol of great beauty. And I think all 
the boys and girls for whom I am writing, whether they 
look upon an apple tree, which they know very well, or try 
and picture to themselves the citron tree growing in 
Palestine, will agree with me that in both there is great 
beauty. They who have written about the citron say, 
** The foliage is perpetual, and throughout the year it 
gives a succession of blossoms, fruits, and perfumes.*' So 
that it was a picture of beauty all the year round. We are 
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quite right, then, in looking upon Solomon's apple tree as 
signifying the great beauty of Jesus. One object of culture 
is beauty ; but we must remember that whilst we may have 
beauty without worth, we cannot have worth without beauty. 
And if we only keep real worth before the mind first, we 
are quite justified in seeking beauty also. I am not going 
to attempt to prove that Jesus was physically very beautiful 
to look upon. The disciptes have not said one word about 
His size. His weight, or even His complexion ; and so I 
am sure we need not trouble about the matter. Perhaps He 
was not, like David, ** ruddy of countenance and fair to 
behold "; not, like Absalom, **the handsomest man in all 
Israel'* I think He was not, for we read of Him, ** He hath 
no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see Him, there 
is no beauty that we should desire Him " ; ** His visage was 
so marred, more than any man, and His form more than 
the sons of men." 

Very beautiful people do well to remember the old 
sa}dng, " Beauty is only skin deep, and is often a source of 
great peril to its possessor." If we cannot prove that Jesus 
had great beauty of person, we can prove that which is of 
far greater consequence, and what we could not prove 
about all the beautiful people in the world. Yes, we 
can prove His beauty of character, of disposition, of deeds 
and of life. One or two illustrations on these points, 
and then we must go to the apple tree again, to see 
if we can find anything else about Jesus. Jesus had a 
beautiful disposition. If I were to ask some parents what 
it is about their boys which causes them such anxiety, or 
some teachers what it is that troubles them so about their 
pupils, I think they would say, ** Oh, they have such bad 
dispositions ; they are disposed to be idle instead of indus- 
trious, to play instead of work, to forgetfulness instead of 
remembering, to disobedience instead of obedience." I am 
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sure there were none of these ugly things in the disposition 
of Jesus. He was amiable, industrious, loving, obedient, 
good. His character was as beautiful as His disposition. 
Always pure, always tnithful, always upright, He was 
without fault, and hence the Father said, " In Him I am 
always well pleased.*' Jesus was always characterised by 
very beautiful deeds. It was a picture of beauty to see 
Him sitting and teaching the multitudes, in lessons richer 
than gold. A picture of beauty to see Him embrace even 
little children, or feeding the hungry, or wiping away the 
tears from sorrow- stricken faces ; to see Him heal the sick, 
touch the lepers, or even raise the dead. Why, His whole 
life was made up of these pictures of beauty. 

I cannot wonder that so many pictures are in existence, 
professing to represent some of the deeds of Jesus. They 
say great artists always have an eye for the beautiful ; and 
so, seeing in Jesus more beauty than they can see anywhere 
else, we have their grand masterpieces. Everybody knows 
that there are a great many flowers in the world, and every- 
body knows there might be a great many more if people 
would only cause them to grow, — more violets and fewer 
nettles, more roses and fewer thistles, more vines and 
fewer furze bushes, more wheat and less tares ; and so in 
the intellectual, the moral, and the spiritual world, there 
might be a great deal more beauty than there is. Here we 
have field upon field which if properly worked by the boys 
and girls of England would make Great Britain shout for 
joy. Here we have mines upon mines which if only pro- 
perly worked would produce more value than all the gold 
brought away from California, or than all the precious stones 
of all the Indies. Since all can do beautifully, if they will 
only be resolved about the matter, it follows that all can be 
beautiful. **What a beautiful character!" we have heard 
some people say. They only meant there was the absence of 
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meanness, of vice, of sin, of hypocrisy, and the presence 
of qualities that all might and ought to have. 

What would a boy do if he were to see a nettle growing 
in his own little flower bed, or if he were to see a snake 
hiding among the plants? Would he not pluck up the 
nettle and have the snake killed ? To be sure he would. 
Every boy and girl has his and her garden to look after ; it 
is called the heart. Evil tempers, bad feelings,, wicked 
desires, unholy thoughts, are like nettles and snakes ; and 
if' they are not destroyed they will soon destroy not only 
every flower and plant, but the heart itself, so that nothing 
fair and beautiful will be able to grow there for ever ; and 
Jesus only can enable us by His grace to destroy all 
such. 

Now for another run to the apple tree. I wonder what it 
will teach us this time. It is said that the law of gravita- 
tion, one of the most important laws that the whole of 
science has yet unfolded, was taught to a boy whilst he sat 
under the shade of an apple tree. The action of the falling 
apple so struck the genius of the young philosopher that it 
led to the development of the law in question. We are 
not philosophers, a brilliant genius we may not possess \ but 
the apple tree has got something else to tell us about Jesus. 
Listen : don't you hear it as it comes rustling down ? Yes, 
there it lies ; pick it up, and let us examine it. Expectation* 
Every apple tree gives this, and I think if the owner as 
he passed failed to see expectation lodging among its 
branches, he would say, " Cut it down ; why cumbereth it 
the ground ? " But so long as he sees expectation, he says, 
"I'll try it for another year.'* 

Now not all the apple trees nor all the other trees in the 
world ever gave so much expectation as this solitary one did 
which Solomon saw. It was expectation at the root, round 
the trunk, on every branch, right away up to its highest leat 
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All was expectation ; and people were heard to say, " If 
this Tree fails, we are undone for ever." It is almost over- 
powering to call to mind the vastness of the interest that 
revolved round and hung upon this Tree, — more by far than 
in any ship that ever crossed the Atlantic, or in any great 
battle that was ever fought, or in any assembly, however 
august and royal. Through this Tree God Almighty ex- 
pected His will to be perfectly revealed to man, orcjer to be 
restored in a rebellious race, justice Divine to be satisfied, 
and His mercy and goodwill placed at the disposal of 
man. 

Then we have the expectations of men. Patriarchs, 
priests, and prophets, nay, all good men, looked to this Tree 
and expected from it, 

** Treasures for both heart and mind, 
Treasures of a lasting kind, 
Treasures rich without alloy, 
Leading to eternal joy." 

Here it was to give peace, righteousness, and joy, and 
then heaven for ever to man. What did angels expect? 
Yes, angels saw Solomon's Apple Tree, and they expected 
that by it harmony would be restored in God's universe. 
His authority vindicated, their own joy intensified, and 
heaven peopled with multitudes of holy, happy, intelligent 
creatures.. I can't tell you what expectation this Tree 
gave to devils. Did they expect to pluck it up, or to break 
its branches? Did they expect to wither its leaves, 
or to blast its fruit ? I can't say what they expected ; it 
is enough for us to say what they got by this Tree, 
namely, defeat, confusion, and death. 

And all the expectation this Tree caused, it has abun- 
dantly realized ; and it still stands, and flourishes as 
vigorously as ever ; aye, and it is the tree of expectation to- 
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day, as no other tree possibly can be. Do I expect pardon 
or peace, comfort in my sorrows, grace to help in time of 
need, God's presence with me as long as I live, and then 
heaven when I die, — I dare only expect these treasures 
because Jesus gives me cause. 

And the expectation Jesus produces in our world to-day. 
He will continue to produce until "the angel shall put 
one foot on the sea, and the other on the land, and shall 
swear by Him that liveth, that time shall be no more." 

Oh the number of young people whom I have known 
who, like the apple tree, have given great expectation. Some 
have said, " Our boy will make a clever, wise, good man ; 
a comfort to his parents, a credit to the town, and a benefit 
to the Church." Others have said, "Our daughter will make 
an intelligent, industrious, praiseworthy woman, a kind neigh- 
bour, an amiable friend, a virtuous character." How cheer- 
ing- to parents, how pleasing to all good people, when the 
expectations of early life are realized. But alas ! alas ! there 
are to-day hundreds of homes in England that have black 
clouds hanging over them, and downcast faces, and heavy, 
sorrowful hearts within them just because such expectations 
have not been made good. Yes, beautiful blossom, but some 
east wind of vice chilled it to the death ; fine promise of 
fruit, but the dark storm of passion, of pride, of sin 
dashed it to the ground long before it was ripe. We knew 
a boy some years ago ; no one could question his abilities ; 
his appearance was commanding, his education good, his 
prospects bright. And so his friends expected great things 
of Charley ; but he got into evil company, habits of vice 
were formed, his practices became very sinful, until at 
length his constitution gave way, and by weeping relatives 
he was followed to an early grave. Oh how many are in 
early life like morning stars ; they give promise large and 
fair, but ere midday is reached, like stars they are hid 
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behind dense dark clouds ; they linger on a few years, and 
then pass away unhonoured and unwept Such examples 
are ever saying, " My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not" 

Jesus fulfilled all the righteous expectation formed of 
Him ; and with care and industry on our part we may 
increase in all virtue and honour, and so may become a 
source of satisfaction to ourselves and of comfort and joy 
to our friends. Yes, history and inspiration alike declare, 
" The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day ; '* whilst, " The way 
of transgressors is hard.'* 

One more visit to Solomon's Apple Tree; and since we 
got so great a recompense on our last journey thither, I 
hope my young friends will all be anxious to go again. 

Yes, there is one more lesson about Jesus, one better 
than all others, which this Tree will teach us. I mean the 
lesson of Fruitfulness. It would be quite in vain for me 
to attempt to tell you of all the fruit this Tree has borne. 
Book after book would have to be written ; and what do 
you think the last sentence would be ? Well, if I had the 
writing of the books, it would be this, " The half has not 
been told.'* What does it matter how much wood or 
how many blossoms or how many leaves an apple tree 
may make? No, not all these put together can satisfy 
the owner ; he must have fruit, and not crabs, or thistles, or 
any other fruit whatever but apples ; and the brighter and 
the bigger they are, why, so much the better. 

Now Jesus became a man, or in other words an Apple 
Tree among the sons, just for the very purpose of bringing 
forth fruit. And such fruit does He produce that there is 
not another such fruit-producing tree in all creation, neither 
for quality nor quantity. All the graces of the spirit, all 
the adornments of religion, all the privileges and all the 
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principles of our holy Christianity, grow here ; and they 
cannot grow on any other tree. Yes, peace, love, joy, long- 
suffering, meekness, and so forth, grow here alone. 

Let us take you to just a few places where we shall 
see some of the fruit that has grown on this Tree. I want 
to show you a complete family circle that I have the pleasure 
of knowing. It consists of eight persons — father, mother, 
four brothers, and two sisters. They all profess conversion, 
and are members of the Church of God. They look so 
blithe and gay, they go about their work so cheerfully, they 
sing so merrily, and always seem so happy, that I sometimes 
think that a fairer, sweeter picture of delight can hardly be 
found on the earth ; but the fruit of Solomon s Apple Tree 
has produced it all. 

Now I want to take you into a Sunday-school. \Vhat a 
very happy gathering it seems; not an unkind word is 
spoken, not an unkind look is given ; no, they sing, and 
read, and pray, — 

** They hear of heaven, and learn the way." 

But the happiness and peace, the wisdom and good, grow- 
ing in our Sunday-school^, grow there because of this Apple 
Tree. 

Again, go with me into a church or chapel. There are 
hundreds of people worshipping God: some are seeking 
the pardon of their sins ; others, comfort in some sore 
trial ; some are trying to get more of the sunshine of 
heaven into their souls by getting nearer to God, and some 
to obtain strength over temptation and lust ; some are pray- 
ing for themselves, and others for their friends, and young 
and old, rich and poor, from the minister in the pulpit to . 
the poor cripple on crutches, all look so happy and satisfied. 
The fact is, they ought to be happy, for they are eating and 
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drinking the royal dainties of grace, and yet their food has- 
all been grown on the Apple Tree that Solomon saw. 

Another journey, and we come to the bedside of the 
dying Christian. Yes, he's a man who has been valiant 
for the truth, who has given Satan many a hard hit, and 
helped the Gospel chariot over many a rough piece of 
country. Listen: "Yes," he says, "I'm dying, but glory, 
victory through the Blood of the Lamb ! Precious Jesus ! 
I am going home to heaven." We need not wait to be 
told where this man's fruit comes from; we all know at 
once it is Jesus. 

** Nor life nor death can part, 
From Him that dwells within." 

One more visit, and that must be to heaven. And we 
all know what fruit there is in heaven. " The Tree of Life," 
"the harps," "the crown of righteousness," "the throne 
of glory," "the wiping away of all tears, and thirst, and 
hunger, and want," " the robe," " the palm," " the song 
undying, and the bliss eternal." Yes, heaven is our Father's 
storehouse, and it is full of fruit. But heaven's fruit has all 
grown on Solomon's Apple Tree. And then let us remem- 
ber there is this special qualification about the fruit found 
on this Tree. It is all fruit-producing fruit ; " its seed is in 
itself." And to those who receive of His fruit Jesus says, 
" Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; 
so shall ye be my disciples." 

Now boys ! Now girls ! Who says. Fruit ! fruit ! fruit I 
Yes, mental fruit. Get as much knowledge, intellectual cul- 
ture as you can, from books, from events, and from teachers ; 
above all, store your intellects with the truths of the Word 
of God. 

And moral fruit, too. Let not meanness or vice, evil tempers 
or ways, cling to you. Be industrious, truthful, sincere, 
just, humble, prayerful, good, and you shall be beloved. 
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But let me entreat you not to rest with mental or 
moral fruit ; no, there are fruits more enriching within your 
reach. See ! see ! the Gospel Tree bears its heavily laden 
branches to your very lips. Oh, through Jesus pluck and eat 
Give to Him your undivided hearts, "and He shall feed 
you with the finest of the wheat, and with honey out of the 
rock," who from this moment will resolve to be like the 
Apple Tree. Like it, if necessary, for singularity, certainly 
for culture, for beauty, for the giving of expectation, and 
for the production of fruit. 

I can't see why anybody should wish to be like the brier, 
— always scratching and tearing and pricking ; yet, what a 
number of people are like it. 

I don't know why anyone should wish to be like a furze 
bush, — dwarfish, stubborn, and low-minded; but I could tell 
you of boys who are, and of girls not much better. 

Nor can I tell why people should desire to be like 
poplars, —very tall, very high-reaching, but swayed by every 
storm, and rocked by every breeze ; yet, I know people who 
have not the stability of even a poplar. 

Nor can I possibly think how it is people are so anxious 
to be like a weeping willow, — always bo^ning and clinging to 
the damp earth or the water's edge ; yet, some who profess 
themselves to be good Christian people are exactly so. 
They sigh with every breeze, they moan with every change, 
and are led to tremble at every event. 

There is some reason why one might wish to be like the 
vine, — graceful and invigorating. Or why we should be 
like the cedars, — dignified, far spreading, and defiant, if we 
only defy the works of evil. Yes, there is ample reason 
why people should be like the jolly oak even, — strong, 
durable, and useful. 

Give me, however, the boy or the girl who says, ** I'll be 
like the apple tree, the beautiful luxuriant citron." Let 
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such be true to their resolve, and men and angels shall have 
a picture of beauty to gaze upon. Nay, of such God has 
given the portraiture, — " He shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season ; 
his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper." 
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XI. 

** There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother." — Prov. xviii. 24. 

SOLOMON wrote a great many very beautiful things 
about Jesus. Some people appear to think it matters 
very little what a few unlettered fishermen said ; they were 
in their opinion fanatics ; deluded themselves, they sought 
to delude others. 

When people turn away from the testimony of men who 
are unlearned and poor, simply because they are so, I think, 
in order to be consistent with themselves, they ought to go 
direct to the testimony of the learned and wealthy, 

Jesus has been greatly extolled by a goodly number of 
the wisest, the wealthiest, and the greatest men that ever 
lived. No one can question- that Solomon was one of such j 
but how glad was he to enter the service of Christ, and 
to write and speak, to think and sing, as but few have 
of Him who is " the fairest among ten thousand, the alto- 
gether lovely.'' 

Who, I wonder, does not enjoy, on a clear, frosty night, a 
gaze right into the heavens : what wonders are unfolded to 
our vision ; and at such a time we seem to listen to an in- 
numerable company of voices as they sing, — 

" The heavens are telling." 
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But whilst we are gazing, we see that star differeth from star 
in glory. Some, so tiny their speck, so faint their light, are 
almost invisible ; others are bold, clear, full, conspicuous. 
So that whilst gazing we are made conscious of multitudes 
upon multitudes of stars, but amongst them of some of rare 
excellence, of marvellous beauty and power. Now, when 
I open the Book of Proverbs, I feel just the same. I see a 
multitude of stars, but there are some of such fulness and 
brilliancy that they eclipse all others. My readers will 
know I mean just this, — Solomon's sayings about Jesus were 
so remarkable that all his other sayings were far, far sur- 
passed by them, whether the sayings in question relate to 
trees or flowers, to kings or kingdoms, to men or things. 
Just look at that full-orbed star, wondrously bright and 
attractive, that sheds such light in our moral world, — ^^ I 
love them that love me, and they that seek Me early shall 
find Me." Take this light out of the Book of Proverbs, 
and the world, dark as it is, would I am sure become sensi- 
bly darker. 

There is that other star, vying with the former, — " In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths." 
Put out tiiis light, and our journey through life would not 
only be attended with mistakes more numerous, but far 
more disastrous than now. Who can help looking upon 
that star with such a flood of golden light ? Why, to the 
children of men it is ever saying, " Riches and honour are 
with Me, yea, durable riches and righteousness." Close by 
it another makes answer, "My fruit is better than gold, yea, 
than fine gold, and My revenue than choice silver." 

Other stars of sweet beauty and of great magnitude we 
cannot help seeing, but we must neither measure, weigh, nor 
dwell upon them. Here's one, " The blessmg of the Lord it 
maketh rich." There's another, " The fear of the Lord pro- 
longeth days." Yonder a third, " The fear of the Lord \s 



JESUS, THE TRUE FRIEND. 199 

a fountain of life.** Yes, Solomon lighted a great many 
lamps, and they have continued to burn during the hun- 
dreds of years that have rolled past since his day ; and 
they never burned with greater loveliness than now. Yet 
the clearest and best lights ever made by Solomon, those 
which have given greatest guidance to men, women, and 
even children for ages past, and which shall for ages to 
come, all had reference to Jesus ; He only was their glory 
and power. At these lights, oh how many of the brightest 
and choicest torches ever carried by man have been en- 
kindled! Poets and teachers, preachers and authors, have 
by Solomon's teachings become greater lights in our world. 
And how many downcast hearts have been cheered, how 
many sorrowful faces have been caused to beam with joy; 
how many trembling, feeble ones have been made cour- 
ageous, and how many anxious, perplexed ones have been 
guided on a safe path, we cannot possibly say. I am sure 
we could not estimate aright all the good, all the comfort, 
and all the strength men have obtained from the Star which 
stands over, and which I trust may shed its holy lustre upon, 
this paper. Not all the frosts of sin have destroyed it, not 
all the clouds of evil have hid it from our view, nor have 
all the floods of ungodliness impaired its glory. There it 
is shining, as it has for nearly three thousand years, — 
" There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.*' 

We hope in this paper to accomplish two things. First, 
to offer to all young people a few reasons why it is most de- 
sirable they should secure the friendship of Jesus ; and then, 
show how they should act in reference to such a Friend. 
And if we only give a few reasons, don't let anyone think 
there are only a few existing ; they are multitudinous, but 
we must be content with a very few, or this paper will grow 
much longer than we intend. 

In the first place, His great knowledge about us and 
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all future events makes His friendship most desirable. 
If a man lived in our town who could tell what will take 
place during every day for the next twenty years, and 
what our circumstances will be when we are forty or sixty 
years of age, I think we should esteem the friendship 
of such a man very highly. But Jesus knows very much 
more than this ; He knows what sort of men and women we 
shall be all our lives through : whether we shall be rich and 
have an abundance of all good things, or poor and have to 
work very hard to get along; whether we shall be the 
possessors of characters that angels and good men will smile 
upon, or such as all wise people will seek to avoid ; whether 
we shall die whilst we are young, or whether in a good old 
age we shall be gathered to our fathers ; whether the hand 
of death will strike us down very suddenly, or whether a 
long, lingering, painful affliction will precede the final stroke. 
The disciples of Jesus were quite correct when they said to 
Him, ** Thou knowest all things, and needest not that any 
should teach Thee." All things about the past, the present, 
and the future ; all things in heaven and in earth, about all 
men and things. Oh, what boundless knowledge Jesus 
has ! All about my body, my spirit, and my soul ; my 
thoughts, deeds, words, desires, — my all. Yes, all about my 
wicked mind, my rebellious spirit, my secret and my public 
character ; from Him not anything can be hid, for to Him 
"the darkness shineth as the light." And, therefore, to 
secure the friendship of Jesus, who about me and all other 
persons and things has this boundless knowledge, must be 
one of the most desirable objects of life. 

Another reason why we ought to secure the friendship of 
Jesus is because of His extraordinary power. If I knew 
that on some future occasion, if left to myself, I should be 
sure to fall into some pit, and be, if not killed, yet sadly 
bruised and torn ; and yet might possess, with comfort . 
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and ease to myself, a power that would hold me up, and 
so prevent any such fall, — I should be exceedingly foolish, 
not to cany such power by night and by day. If I 
knew that I had a long, terrible wilderness to pass 
through, wherein were poisonous substances, great drought 
and deadly serpents, and that if left to go alone I should 
certainly, in some way or another, meet my death, — I say, if 
I knew all this, and as I commenced the journey a friend 
should offer me a charm that could lull to sleep every 
serpent, kill every poisonous substance, bring water from the 
rocks, and guide me to the desired place, — oh how foolish 
I should be if I were to turn my back upon such a charm, 
I think if people should find my bones rotting in the wilder- 
ness, they would say, " He destroyed himself by his own 
stupidity/' If I had a long, dark narrow lane to journey 
along, a lane infested with robbers and lions, and I knew 
that the robbers would strip me, beat me, and leave me for 
dead; that roaring lions would find me, and tear me in 
pieces, if I should go alone ; and a person should offer me 
a staff, at sight of which robbers would hurry off and lions 
flee away, — why, if I should refuse such a staff, people 
hearing of my death in the lane in question, would shake 
their heads and say, ** Poor fellow ! he perished by his own 
foolishness." And what sort of an inscription they would put 
on my tombstone, I should fear to say. 

Now the Friend who sticketh closer than a brother, has 
far more strength than the charm, the power, or the rod we 
have spoken of. 

There are no poisonous serpents, ^however venomous, 
which He cannot kill ; no lion, however mighty, he cannot 
destroy ; and no robber, however determined upon our loss 
and hurt, whom He cannot bind in cords strong as death. 

As we all have this wilderness world to pass through, 
with all its snares, all its dangers, and all its foes, I do want 
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boys and girls who are just beginning the journey, to cast 
aside as quite worthless the broken reeds and bruised 
straws on which so many, to their wounding, have trusted; 
and to make sure of the friendship of Jesus, the greatest 
charm, the surest guide, and the mightiest power. 

Two boys I remember very well, who started the journey 
almost at the same moment, and under very favourable cir- 
cumstances ; and as they travelled on, birds sang, flowers 
cheered, the heavens were bright, and everything smiled 
upon them. Jesus, the true Friend, was offered to these 
boys ; one accepted, and the other did not. On they 
walked, till they came to a very narrow part of the way ; the 
night was fast closing upon them, the road was hilly and 
very rough ; and all at once they were set upon by the lions 
of hell. To hear their roar was terrible, and to see their 
great sharp teeth was frightful On they came. Well, the 
boy who had accepted Jesus, pulled out his staff, and on it 
these words flashed forth in living light, "Jesus is my friend;" 
at sight of which the lions closed their great jaws, and be- 
came like lambs. Not so those that set upon the boy 
who refused to accept Jesus. He tried several staffs which he 
carried in great pomp with him ; one was called " personal 
strength," another "self-will," another "perseverance," 
and a fourth " good resolution." But the lions cared not 
for such weak, broken straws ; they trampled the poor lad 
down with ease, and he was torn in pieces. 

A third reason why we should secure the friendship of 
Jesus is because of His vast undying love to all who do ; 
and perhaps no greater reason than this can be found. I 
don't care^for that friendship which is based upon selfish- 
ness, or which tries to secure mere personal ends. It is wise 
to avoid all people who say, " Two for me and one for you," 
and that's just what a good many people who call themselves 
friends are always at. Call things by their right names, and 
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you would write in bold characters in reference to all such 
— "enmity.** 

The friendship of Jesus is based upon His great love to us ; 
His love is its root, its foundation. And oh. what a fulness of 
love there is in Him I I cannot think how it is that people 
who profess to be very good-mannered, very sensitive, very 
grateful, yes, very much obliged for any little kindness showed 
them by their fellow creatures, — how they can hear and know 
of the magnitude of a Saviour's love, and not love Him in re- 
turn. I don't like to call them blockheads, or simpletons, 
but if facts can speak, facts say they might have names less 
appropriate. They cannot call the Apostle John into their 
company ; he would be sorry to be found showing such in- 
gratitude, — " We love Him because He first loved us. * * Nor 
would Paul own them as his associates ; Paul says, " The 
love of Christ constraineth us.'* Peter would not be of 
their way of thinking, — "Lord, Thou knowest all things. 
Thou knowest that I love Thee." Apart from all really 
grateful and holy people such must be content to stand, 
and to have fellowship only where others equally inconsistent 
are found. 

Love, we are told, is the most sacrificing principle in the 
world ; and Paul says that one of her qualities is this, — 
" Love seeketh not her own." No one ever yet saw all the 
spirit of sacrifice there was in the love of Christ, and how 
He ever sought our good, our pardon, our happiness, our 
heaven, our glory. He became poor that we might be 
rich, His humiliation leads to our exaltation. His shame to 
our glory. 

Moved by His love, He procured, at great cost and pain, 
the great treasures which alone can satisfy and bless a 
fallen race ; and, moved by that same love, to every sinner 
under heaven he offers these great gifts, crying, "Ye will 
not come to Me that ye might have life." 
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Jesus to-day is quite as loving as when He said, " Suflfer 
little children to come unto Me," or, as when hanging upon 
the cross. He prayed for His murderers, sa3dng, " Father, 
forgive them ; they know not what they do." 

If Jesus were an angry judge or a vindictive prince, if 
He were a merciless tyrant or an unfeeling despot, people 
might have some excuse for not coveting His friendship. 
But not any reason can stand, when the piuity, the vastness, 
and the strength of that love are remembered. Why, to me 
the love of Jesus is like Aaron's rod ; it swallows up all such 
reasons with ease. 

They say love is not only the sweetest and most lovely 
power, but also the strongest in the universe. And of this 
I feel persuaded : if they who know of the love of Jesus 
would only take all the hindrances out of the way, and 
allow that love to exercise its own proper influence, they 
would not, could not rest until, by love in return to Jesus, 
His love in the holy bonds of friendship should be cemented 
theirs for ever and ever. 

Then we ought to seek this friendship when we call to 
mind that Jesus as a friend is always true to His engage- 
ments. People who call themselves friends think lightly of 
their engagements very often; which is very wrong. A 
friend said the other day that he would come and have a 
long conversation with me on an interesting subject; I 
waited, but waited in vain, for he went and had the con- 
versation with someone else. Another said, " I shall have 
a walk with you," but he forgot what he said, and I saw 
him go up the road riding in Mr. Jones's gig. A third pro- 
mised on my birthday to give me a present, but no present 
came. 

Now common honesty and truthfulness should teach us 
always to be true to our engagements, and never to make 
such as we cannot carry out. 
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The Friend that sticketh closer than a brother can never 
prove false, can never forget His word, or falsify an engage- 
ment. And what engagements He has entered into with 
all His friends 1 No one ever did or ever could give such 
promises to His friends as He has. Jesus has engaged to 
dwell in the hearts of all His people ; to be their purity 
and peace, to give them grace to suffer, or to do the will of 
God ; to comfort them in all their sorrow, and to keep 
them as the apple of His eye ; to keep them unto and to 
be with them in death, and then to receive them to His own 
beautiful home for ever; to wipe away all tears from off 
all faces, and to bestow upon them the glory of heaven. 

And there are millions of people in heaven who, by their 
position as well as by their voice, ever proclaim that Jesus, 
the Friend who sticketh closer than a brother, is ever true 
to all His engagements. " Heaven and earth may pass 
away, but one jot or one tittle of His word shall not fail." 

The last thing I shall write about as showing why we 
ought never to rest until we are assured of this friendship, 
is because of the sad consequences which must arise if it 
b^ not secured. It is a very simple thing to cast aside the 
friendship of a mere man, a companion, or even a relative, 
and the consequences following may not be very disastrous • 
but not so with regard to the friendship of Jesus. 

If the ant is not very industrious when the sun shines, it 
will have a very poor time of it when the clouds and rains 
come. If the bee gathers not honey whilst the flowers are 
in bloom, its condition will, during the long, cold months 
of winter, be one sad to behold. If boys and girls will 
not work with a will whilst they are young, old age will be 
sadly marred. The great law of retribution is in our world, 
and is always at work ; but its most righteous as well as its 
most fearful visitation will come upon those who neglect the 
friendship of Jesus. Sometimes we meet with its action 
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in this life ; we converse with the aged, the infinn, the 
afflicted ; but their worst sufferings arise from the thought 
that through life they have slighted the friendship of Christ 
Yes, when death looks upon men, they open their eyes to 
the folly of having n^lected Jesus. But what of the eter- 
nal consequences of their folly ? To whom but to such 
win Jesus say, " I called, and ye refrised " ; " Bring those 
Mine enemies that would not that I should reign over them, 
and slay them before Me " ? These and other reasons we 
might advert to entreat us to secure as our greatest posses- 
sion the friendship of Him ''who sticketh closer than a 
brother." 

I think what I have said about the friendship of Jesus 
will enable us to ascertain what all His friends are to do in 
reference to Him. Yes, the monosyllable " do '* is a very 
little one, but when it is used in relation to the friends of 
Jesus, it is one of the very largest and most important words 
we have. And yet, although it sometimes grows to a height 
as big as a mountain, and has a voice as audible as thunder, 
a large number profess neither to see nor hear it If you 
were to ask them if they were blind or deaf, they would feel 
quite insulted ; nevertheless, '' by their fruits ye shall know 
them." And then there are a great many folks who, if 
they look at and praise this little word " do," during the 
Sabbath, forget all about it when Monday morning comes. 
If it should have the boldness to follow them to the office 
or the shop, to the bank or to the board, and just peep in 
at their eyes, there's such winking and blinking as though 
" do " were composed of fine dust or pepper. If it raps at 
their consciences, as it is sometimes accustomed to do, 
they say, " You must wait awhile ; we are really too busy to 
attend to you just now." And so poor little "do" gets 
very unkind treatment from thousands upon thousands of 
people who think they have no meanness nor unkindness in 
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their natures, as well as from the thoughtless, the vulgar, 
and the profane. 

Now I want to show you how this little word "do" must, 
if we are the friends of Jesus, be written in good fair cha- 
racters in our hearts, in our efforts, and in our lives. Jesus 
oftentimes used it, — " Ye are My friends if ye do whatsoever 
I command you " ; " If ye know these things, happy are 
ye if ye do them." 

A man was running up the street of our town the other 
day ; the policeman and others who were running after him 
were crying, "Stop thief!" It turned out that he had 
robbed a man of some money. I think all thieves ought 
to be caught and placed where they cannot injure anybody. 
If in this I am right, there is a great strong powerful 
fellow who is not only to be seen running up streets and 
lanes, but into churches and schools, into homes and hearts 
and consciences. He's one of the greatest robbers that 
ever perpetrated crime. Yes, we all know his name, — Dis- 
obedience. He robs people, not of gold or land, but of that 
which is of infinitely more value ; he robs of the friendship 
of Jesus, of peace, of pardon, of joy, of holiness, and 
then finally of heaven. If we cannot in the absence of 
obedience have this friendship, we must repent of all our 
sins. We must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
must be holy in heart and in life, and we must work in 
Christ's vineyard ; for these are some of Christ's com- 
mands, and we can only be His friends by doing what- 
soever He commands. 

A second thing we must do if we are the friends of Jesus 
is to acknowledge on all suitable occasions His friendship. 
How very stupid of people to be ashamed of having such 
a friend. If they had got title deeds valid and sure, to 
some grand castle or large estate, or if they had a very rich 
uncle who thought to leave them a large portion of his 
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fortune, shame of such would never be able to sit on their 
brows ; and yet we all know the friendship of Jesus is far 
more valuable than any earthly possession whatsoever. 

A young lady who had been very carefully trained at 
home, and had joined the Church of Christ, went into a 
business situation where there were other young ladies; 
but they were vain, fond of dress and pleasure. At once she 
saw that confession of Christ would only bring scorn and 
ridicule, so she resolved to hide her light, to do as her gay 
companions wished her ; and to-day she wanders in the big 
city of London, without God, and having no hope in the 
world. Ashamed of Jesus lost her not only her hold upon 
good things, but even self-respect, and has landed her in 
the dregs of sorrow and sin. 

A young soldier boy hearing of the marvellous love of 
Jesus, sought and found His friendship. When he reached 
his comrades in barracks, he told them of his great gain, 
and of his determination to fight under the standard of the 
cross. Of course they laughed at him. When they retired 
for the night, no sooner did the friend of Jesus bow in 
prayer, than his wicked companions tried to jeer him ; one 
threw his shoe, another his belt, and a third his cap, but 
they soon found he was made of the right sort of stuff; he 
got stronger and stronger, and to-day if you want to see 
the man in that regiment whom even men and officers alike 
respect, who wears the greatest number of stripes, and who 
is on the road for rapid and high promotion, you see him 
in the young soldier boy, who from the first moment of 
conversion has never been ashamed of his Friend Jesus. 
" Them that honour me I will honour ; " and we cannot 
honour Him if we are at all ashamed of Him. Solomon said, 
" This is my friend," and we must be glad to say the same. 

Another thing we must do is, we must go direct to this 
friend in all our troubles. 
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If a person who is in sore trouble has a friend who, if 
he only knew, would esteem it a great joy to comfort, 
and help to remove the trouble in question, and still the 
troubled one should neither write nor speak to the friend 
about it, we should in such conduct see no proof of friend- 
ship ; and yet this is the conduct of not a few in refer- 
ence to Jesus, who call Him friend They go to others, 
and talk long enough, and loud enough too, but they 
tell JesXis very little. And yet, how eager is He to hear 
all about their troubles ; He says, " Come unto Me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest'*; "Cast thy burden upon the Lord"; "Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee." Oh how 
people turn trouble over and over in their own minds, instead 
of casting it upon their Friend ; how they bury it in their own 
wounded hearts, instead of in the depth of God's mercy. 
A person whose heart was almost broken, said the other day, 
"I will tell all to Jesus." She actually started to do so, but 
Mrs. Halt-by-the-way told her to wait a little longer; and she 
has been waiting ever since, and her trouble has got none 
the less. One Mrs. Melancholy has been in a sad plight 
for the last year; she calls Jesus friend, but somehow or 
other she has the sad habit of hugging closer and closer 
her sorrows to her own heart. She called in the minister 
the other day, and together they told Jesus of the sorrow 
she was in ; and there was such a change, the woman's face 
became radiant with bliss ; but as soon as ever the door was 
closed and the minister gone, she began to sigh and fret; she 
actually wouldn 't let her Friend Jesus )ceep her burden . Oh, 
what poor troubled ones came to Him in the days of His flesh, 
some for themselves, and others for their friends ; some with 
physical, some with moral, and some with mental troubles ; 
and He opened wide His loving, strong arms, and relieved 
them alL And what He did then. He wants now to do. 

I4r 
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Then, if Jesus is our friend, and we go to Him with our 
troubles, I am sure we ought to go to Him with our joys. 

Some years ago there lived a man who had a great many 
troubles, and so with a long countenance and red swollen 
eyes he was always going to a rich relation of his. " Ah," 
people said, " poor fellow ! he's off to the mansion again ; 
why, what trouble the man has." Some, however, who lived 
in another direction, used to see him with a cheerful smile 
upon his face ; his step was buoyant, his heart was glad, and 
they said, " There's So-and-so off to the Hall ; why, what a 
happy man he is, he's always having a piece of good for- 
tune." They, however, who saw the man always with the 
sorrowful face going in one direction, and with a bright, joyous 
one going in the opposite, said, "What a mean, shabby, 
croaking fellow So-and-so must be/* And they were not 
fat from the truth. The same ear that listens to our doleful 
tale of sorrow, should listen to our gladness. The same 
hand that helps us to destroy our nettles and tares, should 
help us with our golden grain. The same voice that 
cheers us when amid cold and showers we sow our seed, 
should blend with ours when under smiling heavens we sing 
" Harvest home." So if we go as we should to Jesus in our 
trouble, we ought to go also in our joys. There's one Mr. 
Ill-Content lives in our village. *^ Ah," he says when the 
weather is not to suit him, .when his crops are light, or 
when they are not ready for the market in time, — **Ah, 
Providence is against me again ; I did think I should be 
right this year, but it's no use trying, I may just as well give 
up." And then when trade is good, — markets high when he 
sells, and low when he purchases, — you see him rubbing his 
hands in high glee. " Well," he says, " I hit the nail this 
time. Well to be sure ! what a shrewd, sagacious man I am." 
Perhaps he thanks the stars, or the weather, or the circum- 
stances ; but he's like the man who goes to the mansion with 
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a cry and to the hall with a laugh, and if he blames Provi- 
dence for loss, he ought to praise Providence for gain. 

A little girl was running along the street the other day ; 
her heart was as jubilant as her face, and her face was as 
fresh and fragrant as a rose. What was she running for? 
Why, to tell her mamma that uncle John had met her, and had 
given to her a silver sixpence. A few minutes before, she had 
fallen, and cut her knee, and as her mother had known all 
about her sorrow, so — ^bless the dear child ! — she thought her 
mother should know all about and share in her joy. I wish 
the friends of Jesus would always act as consistently as 
that little girl. I am sure then in their troubles they 
* would come, and in their joys they could not stop away. 
Mid pelting rain and cheering sun, when purses were empty 
and when purses were full, when all things appeared against 
and when all things appeared for them, come to Jesus their 
Friend they would. 

The last thing I shall mention as binding upon us if we 
are His friends is this : we must faithfully look after His 
interests. 

A man in our neighbourhood has got a very large and 
valuable property, but he lives miles away, and seldom 
comes to inspect it personally. And yet how orderly every- 
thing is ; fences are kept in good repair, gates are well hung, 
lands are properly cultivated, beast and sheep want not for 
anything ; how is it ? You say, " Oh, Mr. So-and-so, the 
landlord, has a friend, who looks after the estate quite as 
well as he could himself." What should we say if things 
on that estate went to decay and ruin ? Should we not say 
the man who ought to look after the estate, but who does 
not, is a foe rather than a friend. Jesus has got the largest 
and the most valuable estate in the world ; it is called His 
kingdom, "the Church, which He hath purchased with His 
Blood ; " but this estate He has to a large extent entrusted 
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to the care and vigilance of His friends. And what work 
there is to do ! Sheep and lambs to be fed, houses of prayer, 
as schools and chapels and churches, to be built and kept 
in preservation ; fences to keep out the wolves must be 
attended to, and the proper cultivation of the entire estate 
carried on moment by moment. I wonder, then, what the 
angels think of some who call themselves friends of Jesus. 
They don*t preach, they cannot teach in the school, they 
cannot reprove sin, however black it is ; in fact, they are 
completely helpless, they cannot do anything ; and what they 
will do when the Master shall say, " Give an account of 
thy stewardship, for thou mayest be no longer steward," I 
cannot tell. I think I can guess what angels say as they 
see the friends of Jesus praying, working, living, giving, 
looking after this fence and that gate, feeding this lamb and 
watching over that sheep. I think angels would say, " Yes, 
those are the good stewards ; '* and soon to them Jesus will 
say, " Thou hast been faithful over few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things : enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." 

Oh, let us never forget if we are the friends of Jesus we 
must look after His interests. If we are neither strong 
enough nor wise enough to repair the fence, we can tell some- 
one who is. If we are not sufficiently courageous to frighten 
away the great wolf of hell, we can surely tell the Shep- 
herd of his cruel intentions. If we cannot find nourishing 
food for adults, can we not feed the lambs of the flock ? 
If we cannot make bright with flowers and heavy with 
golden grain the plots belonging to our neighbours, we can 
surely cultivate with greater assiduity, and so make our own 
hearts like the garden of the Lord. 

Yes, on this estate all the friends of Jesus must work. 

If you cannot dig you can sow, and if you can neither 
dig nor sow you can 'surely drive away the birds of lust 
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that would bear away the grain. If for the palace you can- 
not present ornaments of lily work, then off with you to the 
quarry, and hew out some rough pieces for others to polish. 
If you cannot give gold, or silver, or even copper, you can 
give your prayers, and labour, and holy living, that so the 
estate of Jesus, His Qiurch, in His absence may be well 
cared for, and produce for Him, as it should, ample revenue. 
Let every boy or girl who reads this paper be resolved never 
to trifle with the friendship of Jesus, never to forfeit or lose 
it, never to be ashamed of it or to let it slip. Solomon 
says He sticketh closer than a brother ; and they are the 
wisest who resolve to stick the most closely to Jesus 
through sunshine and through shower, through life and 
through death. Jesus, taking |)ie hand of all such, will say, 
** Forasmuch as ye confessed Me before men, I also confess 
you before My Father and the holy angels." 
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XII. 

** I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest 
be rich." — Rev. iii. 18. 

WHO has not been in great perplexity ? Just like a 
man journeying on a strange road, to a city he 
has never seen before ; and as he travels on, he arrives at 
four cross roads, and in the absence of all guidance he is 
utterly unable to know which of the roads to pursue. So 
uncertainty and doubt will make themselves felt in the 
history of all who have the journey of life to accomplish. 
Perplexity being on every hand an admitted fact, we can- 
not wonder that in the present day so many guides should 
present themselves, all professedly eager to help us in our 
great uncertainties. Yes, guides abound, but, alas t alas ! 
many of them we need to be guarded against and guided 
from. They are blind, " and if the blind lead the blind, 
both shall fall into the ditch." 

We can scarcely take up a periodical or book, a pamphet 
or newspaper, but they overflow with counsels to us. The 
companions we love, the associates in our schools, friends 
old or friends new, are ever ready to give us counsel. 
Wisdom says, " Adopt not any counsel without first testing 
it according to the height called common sense, or, what is 
even better, according to the standard of the good old 
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book the Bible." The devil and evil men, knowing the 
darkness we are in, and our felt uncertainty, have caused 
to be hung up many false lights ; and assiuredly as we 
follow such, we shall find ourselves in bogs, in pitfalls, and 
pestilential marshes, and shall soon be stung by serpents 
or bit by adders. 

I daresay most adult people could tell of some who have 
followed these false lights, and the sad, sad trouble and 
plight they have fallen into. A prison chaplain said to a 
very interesting yoimg man in jail, " It grieves me to see 
you in such a position ; your appearance and education, 
your talents and bearing, all denote something very different 
from this." " Ah, sir,** said he, ** my prospects in life 
were bright, my position good, my connections honourable, 
but with a dash of the pen I committed a grave crime. I 
continued to follow that destructive light called carnal in- 
dulgence, and the results are, character gone, position 
forfeited, hopes destroyed, and parents and friends involved 
in deep, deep trouble." 

A visitor in an infirmary was called to what proved to 
be the deathbed of one who had been exceeding hand- 
some ; but now, the hectic flush was on her cheek, and a 
peculiar brightness was in her tear-bedimmed eye. "Ah ! ** 
she, said, "mine has been a sad history; very short, but 
oh how very full of error. I was the only child of my 
parents, beloved and caressed; but the black spirit of 
rebellion found lodgment in my heart. Parents tried to 
guide me aright, but the more they tried the fiurther fix)m 
the path I went ; I would not suffer any dictation, and in 
an evil moment I quitted the home of my childhood ; I 
was lured on and on by that dangerously false light called 
personal inclination ; it led me to the ball-room, the giddy 
dance, the midnight revelry, and, as you see, to thi^ sick- 
bed, and, as must soon ensue, to an early tomb.*' 
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" Warn the young men of England," said a fine stalwart, 
broad-chested young man, who was about to expiate his 
sad crime on the scaffold, " Warn the young men to take 
lessons by my sad end. I was once a Sunday School 
scholar, and hfe opened with abundant promise of good 
things ; but instead of following the lights which had shed 
such pure holy guidance during my days at home, I became 
associated with evil companions ; darker and darker grew 
my character, harder and harder became my heart, until in 
a moment of madness I forfeited even life itsel£ Yes, warn 
the young people against being led astray by the false lights 
of evil company.'* 

How numerous those who offer, guidance. They are to 
be met with in the city park, where everything speaks of 
beauty, and in the wilderness, where sterility reigns on 
every hand; in the crowded throng and in the desolate 
places. But oh, how few of the guides in question are true 
to our best interests. The Saviour said, *' Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees ; " and so we should like to come 
very near to the young folks, and in accents strong, and 
yet tender, say to them, " Beware ! beware ! take heed ! take 
heed of the false lights which abound.'* 

In writing about Jesus as the Heavenly Counsellor, we 
propose to show three things : first, the counsel He gives ; 
then, how His counsel is golden ; and lastly, what we have 
to pay for it. For just as in deep-toned earnestness He said 
to the Church in Laodicea, so says He to all, and especially 
to the young, ** I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the 
fire, that thou mayest be rich." 

In the first place, Jesus counsels us what we are to be- 
lieve. The faculty of belief is as certainly possessed by man 
as is the faculty of vision ; the one is a physical and the 
other a mental power, but both are possessed by us, and 
both are to be exercised. That boy, for instance, exercises 
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faith who believes that there is such a place as China ; he 
has never seen it, but he believes there is such a place, 
because of what others have said who have seen it That 
girl who was so excited the other day when her mother 
went to market and promised to bring her home a new 
dress, exercised fiadth ; she thought her mother so long, and 
wondered again and again what the material and what the 
colour would be ; she never thought her mother would for- 
get it ; and all because she had faith in the promise made 
by her mother. Some people call themselves unbelievers. 
Now I can't think an absolute unbeliever ever existed. 
God has as certainly given us the power of fsiith as He has 
the power of vision, and if we do not exercise it upon one 
object, we must upon another. 

A great many people are sorely troubled; they don't 
know what to believe and what not to believe ; so many 
inconsistencies here, and so many contradictions there. 
Poor things I such suspense and uncertainty must be very 
painful ; but whilst I pity all such, I fear many of them 
are to be blamed. 

If such lived in a heathen country, or had they lived 
three or four thousand years ago, or if they did not possess 
the Word of God, they might have excuses many for their 
perplexity ; but how, with the words of Jesus before them, 
they can harbour such trouble in their souls, we cannot tell. 
Jesus says, ** I counsel thee what to believe." To believe 
in God, in His perfections. His power, wisdom, justice, 
grace, mercy, truth, love. In His providence and care 
over you, to believe in such a way as that we shall revere, 
obey, and love God. To believe in Jesus, — " Ye believe in 
God, believe also in Me," — that I am what the prophets 
said I should be, the true Messiah, the sent, the 
anointed of God, your only Redeemer and Saviour. 
Believe in the fulness of My love, the sufficiency of My 
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atoning work, My ability and willingness to pardon and 
cleanse, and in the absolute and unchanging truthfulness 
of all My words. 

Believe in the Holy Ghost; in His convincing, con- 
verting, renewing, sustaining and sanctifying energy. That 
with seasons of refreshing He will cheer, and with mani- 
festations of power He will uphold life's journey through. 

Believe in the duties pertaining to personal life and godli- 
ness, as I have revealed them. Believe in the loss of heaven, 
the pain, the misery of hell, as I have taught respecting 
such things, and in the glories of my Father's house as set 
before the world by My lips. " Ye believe in God, believe 
also in Me." Jesus, the Heavenly Counsellor, comes, and 
with no uncertainty He instructs us in the articles of our 
faith. Happy are they, and wise, who, avoiding the scepti- 
cism of men, and the foundations placed by mere human 
thought, make for themselves a foundation of the words 
pf Jesus, and rest thereupon with a loving, dutiful faith. 

I have met with not a few young folks who have been 
sadly perplexed with the question as to what they shall be. 
One has solved it by saying, " I shall be a great merchant ; 
my ships shall sail on many seas, and my servants and 
warehouses shall be exceedingly numerous." Another has 
said, ** Science shall be my study ; languages will I know, 
books will I become acquainted with, laws will I master, 
and in the circle of the sciences, ever gathering and dis-^ 
pensing knowledge, will I travel." A third has said, " I 
will be a physician, and I will try and relieve the poor of 
their maladies, and cure the diseased of their sufferings." 
And a fourth has said : — 

" * The field, the field for me, 
A farmer will I be.' 

Sheep and horses, com and fields, markets and fairs, 
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shall secure my attention." To all such the Heavenly Coun- 
sellor comes ; and He does not say to such, '^ How mistaken 
you all are ; you must all change your decisions." Oh no, 
but He counsels the farmer as he sows, to sow goodness, 
that when the reaping time comes he may reap the same. 
To the philosopher He counsels the study of the wisdom 
which is from on high, and which is full of good works ; 
and to the merchant He says, '^ Let goodness be tbe article 
in which you shall always trade; let it store your ware- 
houses, fill the holds of your ships, and govern all your 
transactions." To all the Heavenly CounseUor says, "Be 
good ; have a good heart, a good conscience, a good in- 
tention, a good life." Yes, good when it is profitable to be 
so, when it fills the purse and increases yoiu: possessions at 
the bank ; and not the less good when by it loss is in- 
curred. Good when everybody smiles upon and en- 
courages you, and equally good when they curl the lip 
and point the finger of scorn, and say, ** He's imfit to live." 
" Be good," says Jesus to all, " cost what it may." 
This Heavenly Counsellor tells us not only what we are 
to believe and to be, but also what we are to do. Activity^ 
under His advice, is always to characterize us. 

The Lord Jesus knows as no one else the great evils of 
idleness, and how such evils must afflict and torment all 
who are slothful ; and so against this sin He plainly 
counsels us. He tells us to repent, to accept Him as 
our Saviour, to give our hearts to God, to join the 
Church of God ; and then — ^what ? To fold our arms and 
go to sleep, like some whom we know, or to be only over- 
seers in His vineyard, or captains among His troops? 
Certainly not, — " My son, go work to-day in my vineyard. 
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might." 
Yes, if you wish to keep away the wolf of poverty, or the 
skeleton form of want ; if you would keep at bay the lion 
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of hell, and get stronger,- wiser, and better every day, then 
work. In the cultivation of inward holiness and in the 
development of righteous principles, in the hope of winning 
souls for heaven and God, — work. If you would take away 
some of the cups of bitterness, so many in this world, and 
give cups of holy sweetness ; if you would pluck up nettles 
and briers, destroy serpents and scorpions, and sow seeds 
of heavenly promise and rich fruit, — oh, listen to this 
Heavenly Counsellor, for He says, be " always abounding 
in the work of the Lord." 

It matters not what position I may occupy in life : Jesus 
waits to counsel. 

Am I a child ? Who unfolds so clearly the duties of 
childhood ? Or am I a parent ? Then His words direct 
to a beneficial discharge of the duties of the position. Am 
I a Master ? Then whose lessons so replete with wiSdom 
as His who is my Master. Or am I a servant ? He who 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, can guide 
me as none else. Am I a king? He has lessons for 
me. Am I a subject? None can show me such teach- 
ings. Oh, where shall poor, perplexed, wayward man turn 
for a guide so skilful, for a counsellor so worthy of being 
followed, and for precepts so rich and good of fruit ? To 
what men, ancient or modem ; to what books, simple or 
profound, shall we go? No, Jesus is the Truth, and from 
Him as from a fountain streams of truth are ever flowing, 
which if applied and followed would cause the polluted 
to be made pure, the desolate to rejoice, the useless to be 
of value infinite, the degraded to become princes, and so 
to change the entire appearance of things that a wilderness 
world should blossom as the rose, and the voice of gladness 
and mirth should break forth on every hand. 

" I should like to have a guide," says one, " through the 
entire journey of life ; one who should accompany me up 
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every hill, down every valley, and over every mountain; 
go with me through every pleasant meadow and cornfield, 
up every lane and through every wood, dark valley, and 
underground passage ; one who should not leave me when 
the firosts of time should wrinkle my brow, stiffen my limb, 
and turn to silvery whiteness my locks, and who through 
the valley of the shadow of death should conduct me to 
the glory and the brightness beyond." 

Oh, let me appeal to all who read these lines — Do you not 
desire such a counsellor and friend ? I know in your hearts 
you do. Then on your bended knees, and with uplifted 
hearts, thank your heavenly Father for Jesus. Is He not 
such a Guide as we all absolutely need ? And to all who 
accept Him as their portion, in loving, gentle, sweet accents, 
taking their hand in His, and pointing to the skies, He 
says,* " I will guide thee by My counsel, and afterwards 
receive thee to glory." 

Although the words which stand at the head of this paper 
do not exactly say so, yet they who know much about the 
Counsellor called Jesus are not afraid to call Him the 
Golden Counsellor. The words are, " I counsel thee to buy 
of Me gold ; " so that if we are not sticking to the words, as 
some people say, we are not going far away ; and we should 
be very foolish if we did, for what can be better than gold, 
and especially such gold as comes from Jesus ? 

There's a great amount of counsel in the world that's 
not golden ; a great big mountain load of it would not be 
worth half a sovereign. Two boys were going to school 
the other Sunday, when they were met by a third, who 
said, " Don't shut yourselves up in that close, hot room 
this afternoon ; come with me to gather bright flowers, and 
to find birds' nests." That counsel was as destitute of gold 
as is a cobweb ; it was dross, and nothing else. Say " I 
shan't," oi: "I can't," or "I won't," whispered the devil 
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in the heart of a little girl the other day, when her mamma 
asked her to do something for her. Oh, what a great black 
lump of dross he put into that dear child^ soul, so big 
and so black that it clouded her face, made her eye very 
sullen, and her words very wicked. 

Then there's a great deal of counsel in the world which, if 
not exactly dross, is far, very far from being so golden ; that 
we are as safe in taking it in the dark as in the light, whether 
it be in the rough or beautifully polished and stamped. 

Now Christ's counsels are all and always golden, so that 
not any mixture can be detected; they have all passed 
through, and been stamped in, the minting house of heaven. 

But how shall we know that these counsels are all golden? 
In the first place, because of their genuineness. People say 
you can't in the present day get many things that are really 
genuine. If you go to the drapers for ribbon or cloth, in- 
stead of the ribbon being all silk, it is likely to have cotton in 
it, and instead of the cloth being all wool, it is likely to be 
wool and something else. If you go to the grocers, perhaps 
the sugar or the coffee may not be really genuine. And it 
is just the same if we consult human guides. Counsels are 
often mixed with personal ambition, with vanity and pride, 
with deceit and h)^ocrisy, or with other elements equally 
sordid and impure. In the counsels of Jesus we get the 
genuine thing. It matters not the test through which we 
put them, or the analysis they are subjected to ; not all the 
testing in the world can either detect the least impurity, or 
make them more genuine than they are. Now I think 
there are two questions w« may put when advice is offered 
us, which will test sufficiently the quality of the counsel 
given. First, What does the adviser seek ? and, secondly. 
What has been the experience of people who have followed 
his counsels ? If a patient inquiry shall clearly prove that 
the counsellor seeks only our good, and that those who 

15 
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have followed such counsels, in all places and under all 
circumstances, have derived good, and nothing but good, 
such an inquiry can result in one verdict only, — "Such 
counsels are genuine." Who, I should like to know, seeks 
the good of every man, woman, boy, and girl, as Jesus does? 
And whose counsel when adopted has resulted in such 
untold good to millions of our fellow-creatures as His?^ 
Yes, look at it how, when, and where you may, ring it as 
you please, weigh it, measure it, or bring any other test 
you please to bear upon the counsel oifered by Jesus, and 
its genuineness will be made the more evident^ 

Another reason why Jesus is the Golden Counsellor is be- 
cause of the value of His counsels. All genuine things are 
not so valuable as gold ; a violet is a genuine violet, but we 
don't part with gold for violets. The paper on which I am 
writing is genuine paper, but it is not of the value of gold. 
The counsel Jesus gives is not only as valuable, but more 
so than gold. The reason why gold is so valuable is 
because of its purchasing power in the market If a bit 
of leather or a stone were only able to procure for us in 
the market what a gold coin can, why, then they would be 
equally valuable. 

When people give advice, we should ask — is it golden? 
what can it, if properly expended, purchase for us? That 
advice would not be very golden which could only purchase 
an aching head, a remorseful conscience, and an empty 
purse. And yet, what numbers act upon such advice, as 
though it were the most golden in the world. Do you 
ask what the advice Jesus gives will procure ? The bless- 
ings are so rich and so many, I know not where to begin. 
Solomon says it will procure for us a good name, "and 
a good name is to be chosen rather than great riches." 
It will procure for us the favour of God, the approval of 
angels, and the esteem of all good men. It will procure 
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for us peace within and purity without, enable us to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly here, and then to sit down 
in the kingdom of God above, and to go no more out 

Here, then, in the counsels of Jesus is a power which 
not all the nuggets of gold dug from Califomian mines, nor 
all the pounds that have passed through the Bank of Eng- 
land, nor all the jewels that ever sparkled beneath an Indian 
sun, can possibly equal. A power golden indeed when it 
can make boys and girls who are sinful and unholy, " meet 
for the inheritance of the saints in light." 

The counsels of Jesus are golden when we remember that, 
like gold, they must be searched for. A few years ago 
we used to hear young men say, " We're oflf to the diggings." 
Mothers wept and fathers sighed, whilst sisters showed 
evidence of great sorrow ; just because the big boys would 
go to the diggings. Sometimes the darkness of the cottage 
home would be illumined, and the big sorrow of the heart 
would be relieved with the thought, " He'll come back soon 
with bags of gold, and how rich we all shall be." I wish all 
the boys and girls who go to our schools, and all the men 
and women who go to churches and chapels, would make 
up their minds to start for the diggings. The journey would 
cost them very little; there would be no sea-sickness at- 
tending it, and no fear of failure. If they will only dig for 
themselves, they will be sure to find golden nuggets. Yes, 
the name of the mine is " the Bible ; " the implements with 
which we are to work are prayer, patience, and faith. By 
knee work and ceaseless industry, they will be amply re- 
compensed. Jesus tells us where to search for these golden 
counsels, — " Search the Scriptures." 

All boys and girls ought to be off to this grand old mine 
when they remember the success of diggers in the past ; we 
have seen some of ihese return, with faces radiant with bliss 
and fortunes of richest value. . 
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David went to this mine and as he returned, said, 
"Thy law is better to me than thousands of gold and 
silver.*' Solomon searched in this mine, and he brought to 
light prize after prize, till he said, " Wisdom is better than 
rubies, and all the things thou canst desire are not to be 
compared unto it." Paul dug here, and he found, amongst 
other things, " the helmet of salvation, the breastplate of 
righteousness, and the sword of the Spirit." Timothy from 
a child searched in this mine. Preachers must dig, and 
teachers must dig, and boys and girls, if they would have 
counsels more valuable than gold, must dig also. 

Who, then, will start for the diggings ? No one need be 
afraid of being disappointed, nor of exhausting the mine. 
The counsels of Jesus are like treasure, which a man 
took and hid in his field ; like a lost piece of money, and 
so the candle must be lighted, the house swept and dili- 
gently searched until it be found. Let us ever dig, and 
ever say, " Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold won- 
drous things out of Thy law." 

Thbn in> the last place, Christ's counsels are golden be- 
cause, like gold'; they are to be used. It really matters 
very little how many bright golden pieces a man may have ; 
unless he uses thfem aright they are of no benefit to him. 

There's Squire Johnson ; they say he has heaps of money, 
but he looks just as poor as poverty itself ; his face is always 
sad, his hand always grasping, and he can never give away 
a shilling. Poor penurious soul ! he won't provide for him- 
self things' needful to make him happy. No, the man who 
has gold must make it his obedient, industrious servant; 
to one sovereign he must say, " Go out, and bring me back 
in the course of the year thirty shillings ; " to a five-pound 
bank note he must say, " Go to such and such a place, and 
when I send for you home again, bring another with you; " he 
must say to one, " Go and comfort the poor," and to another. 
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" Look after the cause of God.** Gold is to be used, and so 
Christ's counsels are golden because they are to be used. 
Some people who keep a shop hang up His counsels in thefr 
parlours and drawing-rooms ; it would be better if they 
would use them in their business. Some look at them 
when they put on their Sunday clothes, and then say adieu 
to them when Sabbath attire is laid away. Better if they 
would walk and move and live in the same all the week 
through, and so, like David, make them " a lamp to their 
feet and a light to their path." 

There is a person I know who has had these counsels of 
Jesus for years, but she has failed to use them. Poor creature, 
she has a sad time of it ; her life is full of bitters, she is 
always in cloud land, and meet her when you may, you hear 
her say, " I go mourning all my days.'* If she would only 
use the golden counsel she has, and cast her burden upon 
the Lord, changing her tears for song, she would say, " Thy 
countenance doth make me glad." 

There's a man who is the possessor of many of Christ's 
golden counsels, but because he doesn't use them he falls 
into temptation and the snare of the devil very often. 
His groans have been many, and no wonder, for by his 
falls the poor fellow has been sadly bruised and injured. 
Why, bless the man, if he would only use the gold he has 
got, he would never stumble nor be bruised again, — " Walk 
before Me, and be thou perfect." 

Oh, if the grumblers and the stumblers, the halt and the 
lame, the bruised and the poor, the miserable and the 
good for nothings, who have got the golden counsels of 
Jesus, would only go out into the place of exchange, and 
diligently use what they have, they would experience such 
a transformation that we should hardly recognise them for 
the same people. 

Then, like gold, if we use Christ's counsels aright, ihey 
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wiU*increase moTe and more. A man died the other day 
worth several millions of pounds ; when a boy, he had not 
a penn]^ in the world. As money came, he used it aright, 
and so it grew into the»dimensions of milHons. A few years 
V' ago, farmer Grant had not an inch of ground to call his 
own; now acres upon acres are his. Yes, as money came 
he used it, and it grew till now he's very rich. And it's 
so with the advice which Jesus gives : the use of it will 
develop and enlarge it wonderfully. 

A boy not many years ago had a trouble, not larger than 
such as boys ordinarily have ; but he followed the advice 
of Christ and cast it upon Jesus, and although now hands 
and head and heart are always full, the man is always 
happy. He has learnt to cast all his^ care upon God. 
Another little fellow when in his teens gave God his all, 
and although he is now old and very wealthy, he's as happy 
as he can live, for in all things he can trust in the Lord. 
The more we obtain and wisely use the golden counsels of 
Jesus, the more shall we increase in such heavenly trea- 
sures, and the greater will be their power upon us for good. 

No one is entitled to expect this golden counsel for 
nothing. Men do not part with gold on such terms, nor 
does Jesus part with His counsels thus, and so He says, " I 
counsel thee to buy." Don't let any boy or girl say, " I 
am so very poor, I cannot get it ; " or, " I must wait until 
better times come ; " or even, " I must wait until Saturday 
night comes, when I take my wages." No, whilst we are to 
buy this counsel, it is not with gold that it is to be bought. 

We are to obtain this counsel in the first place by giving 
up all our sins. What a barter ! What an exchange ! It 
is dross of the worst for gold of the very best kind. It 
would not matter how much dross a man might take into 
the Bank of England he would get very little of its gold in 
exchange ; but for the dross of our sins Jesus will give us 
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of the gold of heaven. I don't know how many* worn-dut 
rags it would take tO' procure a new dress, or how many ola 
tattered coats the tailor would want for a new dlt^pi nor can 
I tell how many bad five-pound notes would be s'uffident m 
exchange for a good one ; but this I know, if we will ca^t" 
away all our sins, our evil Ways, pur bad tempers, which are 
like filthy rags, and accept the counsel of Jesus, He will say, 
" Bring forth the best robe and put it on him." 

Some are really so blind and foolish that they actually 
prefer to keep their dross rather than to have the gold Jesus 
offers. What should we say of a girl who should prefer to 
keep rags upon her, that would let in the cold frosts of 
December and the biting winds of March, rather than to 
put on such as would keep her ii» comfort and warmth ? 
Or what should we say of the boy who should prefer 
empty hollow husks and old dried bones to faring deli- 
cately every day? I think we should say, " Poor things, 
they are only half-witted." Yet it is no difficulty to meet 
with people who are equally foolish." Jesus, says, " I will 
take away the heart of stone ; " they say, " No, we prefer to 
keep the heart we have." Jesus says, "From all your filthi- 
ness and from all your idols will I cleanse you ; " they say, 
" No, we prefer to keep our pollutions, and to folloy\r our 
lusts. Jesus offers them freedom and life. Alas ! alas ! 
they hug their chains and prefer slavery and death. If a 
man were to come and offer gold and crowns, titles and 
lands, for old rags and bones, I feel sure there would not 
be many left in all the houses put together ; and yet, whilst 
Jesus offers the gold of heaven if we will only forsake our 
evil ways and come to Him, how few are really eager to 
make the exchange. 

Then in a sense we purchase the gold of heaven by 
using aright the quantity already given. A farmer has a 
valuable, painstaking, industrious servant, one who does 
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just the same in his master's absence as he would were he 
* present. Well, the other day the master went to him and 
said, — " X have been exceedingly pleased with you, John, 
since the day you entered my service. I have resolved to 
promote you to better work, and to give you higher wages." 
John's good service had won promotion. Jesus acts 
towards us on the same principle. It is by use the two 
talents become five, and the five talents ten. If we walk 
in the light already given, however faint and feeble it may 
be, it will conduct us to greater clearness and to more per- 
fect vision. 

It is by growing the little seed becomes the lovely flower, 
and the tiny aoom the noble oak. By running the prize is 
won, and by fighting the battle is gained. So if we would 
increase our stock of wisdom we must be resolved to grow 
like the cedar of Lebanon, and to run the race set before 
us. Jesus ever seeks to enrich us with this wisdom, and 
therefore when we go to heaven's bank to draw it, we should 
not go with heavy downcast faces, but with faces radiant 
with expectation. Nor should we take vessels not larger 
than thimbles, as though a very little would satisfy us. He 
who gives it says, " Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it" 
And then as we return from the bank replete with heaven's 
gold, some will say, " So-and-so has been again to the bank, 
and he must have had a good draw, for as he passed our 
cottage he sang, — 

" * Wisdom divine ! who tells the price 
Of wisdom's costly merchandise? 
Wisdom to silver we prefer, 
And gold is dross compared to her.' " 

And I think all will agree in this, that if a man cannot sing 
as he comes from heaven's bank laden with its gold, he 
could not were he in heaven itself. 



